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admit unregistered men as suggested by the
amendment by the member for Kanowna. I
am trying as far as my knowledge serves me and
my ability goes to give the facts to the House and
T hope I have made the information digtinet, fair
and clear. There are 14 what may be called
students stodying at the present time and thoy
havo to be considered, There are men who have
gone to other portions of the world to study den-
tistry for a certain number of years and have
been admitted as registored dental surgeons.
As was pointed out by the Attorney (eneral, if
any one of thaso men will just pass the preliminary
examination and apply for registration as a stu.
dont, he can then go anywhers among the hospitals,
and any of the honorary surgeons will give him
gvery assistance and tuition.

Mr. Holman: Tell us how he is to pass the
preliminary oxamination.

Mr, LAMBERT : Tt is not so very hard. It
is for the House to say if the preliminary is too
hard. Originally in Victoria tho educational
standardd was tho ordinary civil servico examin-
ation. In this State it is practically a junior
University examination. While there am not
here the iacilities for gaining the necessary know-
ledge the House would be justified in vory carnest-
1y considering someo of the details in connection
with the working of the present Act. I have
sgme knowledge of the working of that Act, and
to be fair to the Dental Board I must say they
have tried to administer the Act in & thoroughly
impartial manner. In examining students they
have given them cvery possible latitude ; in many
instances have extended sheer genemsity in al-
lowing them to become registered as dentists.
“The fact romaing that they have never yeb failed
one student in Western Australia. At present
we have G4 dentists on the register. Tf the House
thinks thero are not suflficicnt dentists in the State,
I do not say that we should open the door to
unqualified men, but T say there is & way to get
over the difficulty. In Victoria and New South
Wales there are dozens of licentiates in dental
surgery, thoroughly capable men.

Mr. Brown: They are wanted over there.

Mr. LAMBERT: Possibly they are, but the
member for Kalgoorlic seems to think we might
get some of thom over here.

Mr. Holman: Why cannot the unregistered
men start for themselves ?

Mr. LAMBERT: They can do so to-morrow.
If the member for Kalgoorlie wants to start in
his own constituency I will be very pleased to
soll him a pragtice. T the member for Kalgaarlia
-can ¢onvince us that by an amendment of the
Dental Act we can get one more dentist in the
State or improve the officiency, or lower the fees,
-or provide for the I8 lads in tho dental corps,
there would be some excuse for his amandment.
It would be an absolute disgrace if the Bill went
through excluding thoge 18 lads serving with the
.dental corps.

Mr. Green :
.out for ever.

Mr. LAMBERT : Nothing of the sert. Every
man that was eligible to serve in any capacity
was liberated when he expressed a desire to go
to the war. The suggestion put forward in the
hon. member’s amendment is altogether unfair.
‘To ask the House to amend the Act in a diree-
tion affecting only bhalf a dozen men in Perth,
.and then to close the door in the manner sug-
.gested by the operatives, is positively comical.
I we are to have an amendment of the Dental

[35]

You wish to keep those soldiera

0l

Act T hope the Attorney CGenersl will take note
of the men who are serving at the Front and who
have been entirely overlooked by the member for
Kalgoorlio and others clamouring to have the
Dental Act immediately amended.

The Attorney (leneral: Are those 18 men stu-
dents, or rogistered dentists ?

Mr. LAMBERT: There are 12 registered
dentists away at the Front. Then thero arc 18
dental mechanics, half of whom are away at the
Front while the remainder arc serving ecither ab
the Basc Hospital or at Blackboy Camp.

Mr. Groen : You would keop thom out for ever.

Mr. LAMBERT : Nothing of the sort. From
the personal point of viaw I do not carc a rap
one way or the other. T urge that if there is to
be any amondment of the Dental Act, it should
be in the direction of the educational facilitics,
allowing students to bo recorded as students.
We have this clamour for the registration of tho
fow men who have stayed behind and ate pmfic-
ing to & much greater extent than the member
for Kalgoorlie would care to admit. There are
others to he econsidored hefore those men. T will
support the appointment of a select committea.
It that is not agreed to T will vote agsinst the
second reading, In the hope that the Attorney
Genera! will introduce an amendment to the
Dental Act, giving the greatest possible freedom
to those who desire to join the ranks of dentists
in this State.

Mr. Green: On a point of explanation. Dur-
ing the course of my remarks, by a slip of the
tongue, I used the word ‘* Metropolitan Dental
Company,” when T should have said * metro-
pelitan dental companies  who, I declared, wero
oxploiting the unrogistered dentists. I do not
wish tho impression to go forth that 1 was singling
out the ‘* Metropolitan Dental Company.” Mr.
Kaufman rung his business in an admirable
manner, and T do not wish it to bo thought that
I was making » personal attack upon him.

On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwin, debate
adjourned.

House adjovrned at 10-14 p.m.

Negislative Hssembly,

Thursday, 14th March, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

{For ‘‘Questions on Notive’’ see *‘Votes
and Proceadings.?’]

SELECT COMMITTEE, RABBIT PEST.
Extension of Time,

AMr. SMITH (North Perth) [4.40]: I have
again, on behall of this select eommittee, to
ask the indulgence of the Mouse for a further
extension, to this day week. The committee
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bave now finished tuking cvidence; they have
taken rather more than thev intended, It is
expected that the committee will have their
report ready for presentation to the House on
Wednesday next, or else on Thursday. l
move—

““That the time for bringing up the re.
port of the seleet commmittee be extended hy
one week.''

Question put and passed.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMEN'T,
Second Reading.

The PREMIER and MINISTER TOR
LAXNDS (Hon. H. B. Lefrov—>oore) [4.42]
in moving the second reading said: This is a
small measure to amend the [ast Land Act
Aniendment Act. Tt is important that the
House shonld have the opportunity of dealing
with this Bill at onee, and therefore I have
had the measure hrought forward at this
stage, so that the matter may be expedited
as much as possible. Copies were distributed
to hon. members vesterday, and it will have
been gathered that the Bill affects only Sub-
section 4 of Section 30 of the Land Act
Amendment, Aet, 1917, passed in March of
last vear.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: This proves that we
were right in contending that there was no
urgency for that measure.

The PREMIFER: The object of Section 30
is to enable pastoral lessces to obtain a re-
newal of their leases, which expire in 192§,
until 1948. Hon. membert will recollect that
it was eongidered the time had arvived when
the lessees should be placed in o position to
know what their future was likely to be. Un-
less they are placed in such a position, the pro-
gress of the pastoral indusiry will be stayed
to a considerable extent, sinee lessees will be
nucertain whether it is to their advantage to
spend money in inereasing the earrying eapa-
¢ity of their holdings. Obviously, the more
stoek our pastoral conntry is emabled to carry,
the bhetter for the State. Tt was therefore
deemed advisable to let the lessees know their
futnre position, with a view to the giving of
an impetus to pastoral pursuits and to the en-
couraging of improvements which will lead to
increase of flocks and herds. To the same end
it iz thought necessary that some further se-
carity of tenure should be given to pastoral
legsees. Consequently that section in the Act
wag passed to enable lessees to obtain a re-
newal of their leases until 1948 under certain
conditions 1aid down in the Act, provided that
within 12 months from the passing of the Act,
namely, the 28tk March, 1917—the Aect re-
ceived the Governor’s nssent on the 28th March,
I917.—they made their applications. Hon,
members are aware that the Aet of last year
provided that no pastoral lessee would be
allowed to apply for moare than one million
acres in any one division. There are pastoral
lessees in Western Australia, as there are in
other parts of Australia, who have acquired
holdings comprising more than a million acres,
and the Aet of 1817 was passed to enable the
leases to be renewed bt to limit the area to be
applied for to a million acres and no more.
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It has been a difiicnlt matter for pastoral
lessees to exactly lay down which portion of
their leases they desire to hold and which
portion they desire to dispose of, and more-
over, at the present time during the progress
of the war, it is very difficult to make sales
or to obtain money. Consequently many of
the lessees, although anxious to dispose of
their properties, have wot heen able to put
them on the market on that account. It is
desired, therefore, to give the lessees a further
opportunity of applying for a remewal until
1048 of their leases up to a million acres only.
The Bill provides for an extension of time
within which applieations may be made until
one year after the declaration of peace, but
it will only have effeet in favowr of those
lessees who have paid, as from the 28th Mareh,
1918, rent in respect of all pastoral leases held
by them at the rate of double the amount of
the annual rate. If any lessee desires to take
advantage of the proposed new law, he must
pay double rental on all kis holdings, not only
on the one million aeres he may propose to
take up in the future, but if he holds 114
millions or two million acres, he must pay
double rental on the lot. He will then be
allowed to have the option of applving for
a renewal of lis lease up to one million
acres until 12 months after the ter.
mination of the war. When the applica-
tion is eventually made, all the machin-
ery provided in Seetion 30 of the Aet of
1917 will apply. Tf the lessee does not ap-
ply within 12 months after the termination
of the war for a rvenewal of his leases, he
will have no portien of the double rent re-
funded to him., Under the amending Act of
Jagt year, it was provided that a lessee conld
up to 12 months after the passing of the Act
apply for a renewal of a million acres, or a

renewnl of a portion of his lease if it
were more than a miflion acres, but that
the application should net be for more
than a million acres. Under the Act
of 1917, if after appraisement, the lease
ig appraised at an amount lower than

the double rent which the lessee had been
paving, he must have returned to him the
difference between the appraised rent and
the amount he had alreadv paid. but under
the Bill he would have nothing returned. It

is only a reasonable thing that the past-

oralists should be given a further oppor-
tunity of making such arrangements as they
may desire with regard to their leases. The
pastoral industry is a very important one to
Western Australia and although many of
those who have engaged in pastoral pursuits,
kave made a considerable amournt of money,
at the samc time no one in the community
gshould grudge those people their good for-
tune. Many of those who are now in com-
fortable circumstances have had great hard-
ahips to contend with in the early days, and
it is right that tbose pionecrs who have
opened up the great North-West should be
allowed to reapt some benefit from their
industry and enterprise of vears gone by.
The area of pastoral lenscs existing in June,
1917, not including the areas in the Sonth-
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West Division—the South-West division is
excluded from the Act assented to last year
—totalled 182,825,704 acres. The amount of
rental now fixed on these leases is approxi-
mately £61,000. If every one of the lease.
holders takes advantage of the Bill, the
rental will be doubled, and instead of the
State receiving £61,000 annually, it will
receive £122,000 annually. Members will
very likely ask what were the number of
applications for leave to surrender under
‘the Aet of last ycar. Section 30 of that Act
provides not that the lessee shonld surrender,
but that he should ask for leave to surrender
for the purpose of taking np new leases. In
the various divisions, up to the present time,
applieations have been made to surrender
and to take up new leagses as follows:—In
ithe North-West division 45 applications have
been reccived for 4,300.000 acres; in ihe
Fastern division 19 applications for 3,200,000
acres; in the Kimberley division five ap-
plications for 2,900,000 acres and in the
Euela division seven applications for 774,000
weres. There have also been during this
pericd 180 applications for new  pastoral
leases under the amending Act for an area
«of, approximately, 12,000,000 acres, of which
already 170 have been approved, represent-
ing altogether 11,000,000 acres. Under the
circumstances the House would do well to
grant the further option provided for in the
Bill, because it will give leaseholders, those
who hold more than one million aeres, an
opportunity of disposing of their holdings.
if a wman holds a million and a half
awres it is not easy to dispose at once of
half a million acres. He has to go into tle
matter very carefully, study the hest way
of dividing up the lease, and then seek a
buyer. In these days it is not only difficult
to find buyers, but it is difficult for those
buyers to find the money with which to pur-
-<chase the property and also the money neces-
sary to stock the land, and ‘perhaps further
improve it in order to enable it to carry
more stock. The statistical return shows
that at the end of 1916 there were in West-
ern Australia 5,529,960 sheep, distributed not
merely in the North, but in the South-West
and the settled districts lying between Ger-
aldton and Albany. At the same date there
were in the State 863930 head of cattle.
Sinee 1907 the sheep had inereased by
2,000,000, that is te say, from three and a
‘half millions to four and a half millions.
That is a very good record, especially
when we remember that during that
period the pastoral areas were subjected to
a very severe drought. Tt shows that we
have in the North-West a very large area
-eminently snited to the raising of sheep and
cattle. We know that that country will grow
some of the finest wool in the world, and that
the very best class of sheep will thrive up
there. During the last 10 or 20 years the
sheep throughout Western Australia have im-
‘proved out of all recognition: Pastoralists
und others intercsted in this great industry
have spent a considerable amount in the im.
portatien of stnd stock. We are no longer
obliged to go out of the State to get the best

blood, We have in Western Australia st
raisers who have been sufliciently entery
ing to engage in the rearing of stud st
and in consequence those following past
pursuits can now obtain within the 3
rams as good as can be purchased for
money in any part of Australia. Unfor
ately that does not apply to cattle, at 1
nyt to the same extent, nor to horses.

Hon. P. Collier: We¢ have in the S
some blood stock in horses which have
rhampionship prizes in Great Britain

The PREMIER: That is so, but it cm
he said that stock-owners ean readily ob
within the State stock which they réq
for the improvement of their animals,
there are in Western Awuwstralia those
make a study of breeding the best r
in all elasses, and so our pastoralists
ahle to draw to & large extent from f
bred in the State. At one time we could
get a deeent ram in Western Australia,
had to go outside for him. T am pleased
think that the pastoral industry, not .
in the North, hut in the Sonth-West and
Eastern districts is making such solid
gress, for I consider that the raising
sheep is the most important factor in
successful settlement of wheat-growing
T only hope that those engaged in wk
growing will come to realise that w
alone cannot be made to pay, that to ob
a competency and independenee they 1
combine wheat-growing with sheep. Proj
looked after, sheep will returm a hun
fold to their owners. Since the end
1916, when the last statistical return
compiled, the sheep have been further jne
ing in Western Australia. [ do not t
there is in the State any industry on a
ter foundation at the present time than
stock-raising industry. There is a
future before it. A considerable propoi
of the increase that has taken place in
number of our sheep during the last six »
is due to the increase in the southern pm
the State, from Geraldton to Albany.
is very satisfactory indeed. I think it
be wise to give this further extension
leascholders for the reasons 1 have
mitted. The State cannot possibly su
indeed it will gain, and the extension
give leaseholders a further time to look
to their affairs. They will pay double
for their leases during the cxtended |
and they will bave a farther option of
ing up their holdings until i2 months :
the war. TIn the meantime they will b
a position to make arrangements for the
posal of the balance of their leases, w
they are prohibited from renewing by the
vigions of the Act of last wear. Anyt
we can do to assist the pastoral indu
must result in advantage to the State
hope the House will pass the Bill, for i
perhaps, even more in the interests of
State than of those directly coneerned in
pastoral industry itself. The Bill is a =
one and easily understandable, and I tru
will meet with the approval of hon. n
hers. I move—

""That the Bill be now read a se
time.”?
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On motion by Han, .. Collier Aebate ad-
yurned.

TLL—GENERAL LOAX AND INSCRTBED
STOCK ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Rending.
The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J.
ardiner—Irwin) [5.10] in moving the second
ading said: T have the second readings of
re Bills to move this afterncon, and T am
sing to try to follow the admirable sugges-
on of the member for Roehourne (Mr. Tees-
ile) xnd use as few words as T can in giving
e Mouse full information concerning those
ills. The one T am now dealing with is to
nend the General Loan and Inseéribed Stock
ct, 1010. Tt may be of interest to the House
+ learn the several classes of security the State
ves to the lender. "There are three elasscs.
he first is Treasury bills. These can only have
currency of five years, and according to the
neading Aet, No. 10 of 1916, they can he
med np to any loan authorisation at such
te of interest as the Treasurer may think fit,
he second class iz provided in the Treasury
mds Deficiency Act of 1917, Under this Act
¢ Treagnrer may issue honds for a currency
it exeeeding 30 vears at a rate of interest not
ceeding six per cent. Then we have the Gen-
al Lioan Tnseribed Stock Act, with which we
e dealing now. Under this we can issue In-
ribed Btock dowiciled in London. Local In-
ribed Stock domiciled in Australia, or we
n issue debentures without any domicile, This
ock can have a currency to be determined
1en issuing., The rate of interest fixed in the
iginal Act was four per cent. There was an
nendlment of that in Na. 49 of 1913, which
ised the interest to five per cent. That is the
ason why this Bill ix here to-day. Now we
npose altering the rate of interest from five
r eent. to six and a half per cent. Tt does
t necessarily follow that becanse we make
ovision to pay six and a half per cent. we
e poing to pay that amount if we can avoid
The immediate necesgity for the alteration
the rate of interest is due to this faet: in
07 we floated a loan of £250,000 with a ten
ars’ currengy, carrying a sinking fund of
e and a half per ecent. We renewed £120.000
this by debentures—they asked for deben-
res—at five per ceut,, and we are renewing
> £130,000 remaining also hy debentures
vich probably, will be at five and a half per
nt. Tt is necessary, therefore, to increase the
te provided in the Aet to enable ws to put
is transaetion in order. The mere fact that
are is a sinking fund and that we must carry
the continuity of that sinkivg fund pre-
1des us from issuing Treasury bills for the
rpose, This is merely a formal Bill, and that
the reason why I am asking the House to
ow the word ‘‘five’’ in paragraph (a) of
1 proviso to be struck out and the words
six and a half’’ ingerted in lieu. T move—
“*That the Bill be now read a second
time.’’
Hon. P. COLLTER (Boulder) [5.16]: T
ve no ohjecrion to the passuge of the Bill
t, ag the Colonial Treasnrer has intimated, it
purely o formal measure. As a matter of
»t, it may be described as a woar measure.

The Act which was passed in 1915 was largely
neeessitated hy the war. The rate of interest
had inereased, und we had to take the power
to pay a higher rate of interest, We find now
that the war has continved and that we shall,
in all probability, have to go beyond the five
jrer eent., and possibly to six and a half per
ceit. OF course we all hope that we shall not
have to pay that amount of interest. In these
times of financial stringency, the Treasurer
mugt have power to pay up to the 61 per ceat,
if he finds it necessary to do so.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendinent, und the re-
port adopted.

BILL—TREASURY BOXNDS DEFICIENCY,
Sceond Reading.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J.
Gardiner—Irwin) [3.19] in moving the second
reading safd: In view of the fact that there
is a fair number of new members in the House,
it might be just as well to place a little in-
formation before them in regard to this Bill,
The deficit is finaneed vwpon Trust and Loan
Funds, but we have no authority to use such
funds without an appropriation. Consequently,
in 1916 the present Aet was introduced in
order that an apprepriation, as opportunity
oceurred, might permit us to isace bonds, or
float bonds, and recoup these accounts, Trust
and Loan, from which funds had bheen taken
for the purpose of finanecing the deficit, An
anthorisation was given in 1916 for £1,500,000.
Tt was only necessary to utilise £1,360,965 of
this amount, leaving a blance to the credit of
the appropriation of £139,035. There was a
debit adjustment of £18,885, thus leaving a
eredit to the appropriation of £121,150, Ag
the deficit inatures it has to be transferred to
this account, The defieit for last year was
£699,757. After deducting the balance that
we had to the credit of appropriation, £121,-
150, there was left an appropriation which we
wonld require of £578,607. We then thought
that the flotation expenses would take up
probably about £70,000 and we added it to
this amount, which accounts for a total of
£648,607. In this Bill, therefore, we are ask.
ing the House to pass an appropriation of
£650,000, making a total authorisation under
this Aet of £2,150,000. I would like to point
out that so far as this transaction is concerned,
it does not leave the State one penny richer
ot poorer. The Bill is merely to enable us to
put the account from which we bave been fak-
ing the moner to finance the defieit in such a
state that we can reeoup it. As the loans that
we are obtaining from the Commonwealth are
being floated, we will issue honds from this
particnlar anthorisation to reeoup them. Al-
ready we have floated £958,265. I do not
think we have fixed up vet for the money the
Commonwealth have given us to ecarry us on
till June. Probably the whole of the £2,150,-
000 will be issued between now and the end
of the financial vear, and that will recoup the
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amount that we have taken from the other
account. Under the Act we provide a sinking
fund of 2 per cent. to redeem this defieit. Tt
would be a very good thing if we had the
moeney with which to redeem it, hut it would
be bhad business to go on horrowing money
with whie¢h to redeem it, There is no obliga-
tion which commits us to anvone outside of
ourselves, and it is not like our other stock in
this care, This wax a provision which we our-
selves inserted in the Act, in the hope that our
revenue would be such that we could put thag
sinking fund to the credit of, and thus in time
wipe out the defieit.

Hon. P. Collier: We are paying 2 per cent.
to redeem our own debt to ourselves.

The COLONTAL TREASUKER: That is so.
As we would have to bhorrow money, which
would mean something bhetween €30,000 and

£35.000 a year, it would be idle for us te bor--

row money for a sinking fund for our eown
debt, and pay 6% per cent, interest upen it.

Hon. 1* Collier: 'he smne argument upplies
to this sinking fual as to the other, only more
go, hecausce ours is higher.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: There is
no doubt that we are doing bad buginess for
the bondholder in horrowing money to pay the
Lig ainking fund, because we are paying in-
terest upon it and if there is depreciation of
security, it is also depreciated to the amount
that we are paying for interest.

Mr. Harrison: Will there not be some cost
in getting all these new amounts?

The COLONYAL TREASURER:
made provision for the flotation costs.

Mr. Harrison: That must mean further ex-
pense. .

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I have
made provision for that. We have to pay for
flotation, no matter whether we float the bonds
out of loan or out of this appropriation.
When we float we have to have pay roughly
£3 to £4 per £100. We have to effect this
transfer by law and I hope the House will
agree that we should suspend the sinking
fund. The Bill says ‘‘for such time aa the
Governor may think fit,”' aod this means if
we can, by any poessibility, balance our ledger.
There is no doubt it would be a very good
thing if we could get rid of our Jeficit. I
move—

““That the Bill be
time.’’

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like te draw the
attention of the Colonial Treasurer to the re-
mark he made that the Bill was an authorisa-
tion Bill. Tf that be so, does the Treasurer
think it wouid be necessary to have a Message
from His Excellency the Governor?

The Colonial Treasurer: I was told that
this was not negessary.

Hon. P, Collier: It is not an authorisation
for the raising of new money.

The Colonial Treasurer: Tt is not for the
purpose of creating new money.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

I have

now read a aecond

In Committee.
AMr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Colonial Trea-
surer in charge of the Bill,
Clauses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

§95

Clause 4—=8inking fund appropriation may
be suspended:

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T uaotice that the
clause i~ to suspend the sinking funa now
being paid on loans already authorised under
the original Aet,

The Colonial Treasurer: The sinking fund
has becn suspended; [ suspended it when T
came 1m,

Hon. J, MITCHELL: The sinking fund
has not heen kept going on these loans for
the past eight months?

The Colonial Treasurer: No.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Tbhe Celonial Trea-
surer savs that in paying the sinking fund on
this amount we are really paying it to our-
selves, but [ would point out that the mouey
is borrowed and that the sinking fund is lheld
to redeem the debentures.

Hou, P. Collier: It is vot horrowed for this
specific purpose.

The Colonial Treasurer: No. .

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The sinking fund is
set aside to redeem the bonds. T understand
that all the mouney is raised in Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: 1t is u transaction between
ourselves,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is hardly that.
The Colonial Treasurer may have to raise
mouey to replace the fund.

The Colonial Treasurer: We are paying a
sinking fund on the bonds we have issued.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Colonial Trea-
surer must be in a position to raise money to
restore the sinking fund to a proper position
if the necessity arises. If we exhaust the
sinkipg fund we shall have to borrow money
outside. Tnder the Act we may issne bonds
for a considerable time, and redeem that se-
curity. Notwithstanding that the Treasurer
says it is bad business to horrow, it is better
than repudiation,

The Colonial Treasurer;
placing the money.

Heon. J, MITCHELL: If we exhanst the
sinking fund we shall kave to go outside
for money, When we have to find a sinking
fund of £300,000 semething wust be done to
relieve the situation, and T think we should
borrow for that purpose. When the leader
of the Opposition was in office he waunted to
refuse to pay the sinking fund.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not a nice way of
putting it. Tt is statemenis like that which
damage the c¢redit of the State.

Heo. J. MITCHELL: Well, we will put it
in other words—suspend the sinking fund.

The Colonia] Treasurer: New Sonth Wales
has done the same thing.

Hon. P, Collier: And other States.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We ought to keep
faith if we gre going to build up the sinking
fund. As far as the trust funds go, the con-
tention is all right, but when we get beyond
that it is different. We are now setting aside
the sinking fund, which we deliberately
agreed to vears ago. We thought when we
raised money it ought to be covered by a
sinking fund, and two per cent. was fixed.
That has been done to cover the deficit. The
Committee must take the Treasurer’s assur-
ance that he is not setting aside the sinking
fund for ordinary loans.

We are only re-
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Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

[The Speaker vesmmed the Chair.]

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL — TOTALISATOR DUTY ACT

AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (ion. J.
Gardiner—Irwin) [5.38] in moving the
second reading said: Hitherto the Govern-
ment have received 215 per cent. of the totali-
sator receipts. This was on a 10 per cent. de-
duction from the investor. The 10 per cent.

is to be raised to 12V per cent. The Gov-
ernment are taking that extra 234 per ceut,

plus one per cent. for clubs. The clubs will
then be receiving 6% per cent. and retain
all fractions and unclaimed dividends, and
the Government six per cent.; the six per
cent, we are going to charge in addition to
all dividends unclaimed after the expiration
of three months. The proprictary clubs oh-
jeeted to the extra one per cent. They said
they could not pay it. The mEmber for North
Perth, my colleague, and myself met the rac-
ing clubs to discuss this matter. Their sug:
gestion then was that we should only take
five per cent, T looked into the matter my-
self, and T thought if they are getting an
extra 214 per eent, the public are being pen-
alised io that extent. And I thought it a
fair thing to add an extra one per cent.
Whilst the proprietary clubs objected, the
WA, Turf Club said that under the circum-
stances they thought the extra one per cent.
was quite a fair tax, T have had no objection
either from the Kalgoorlie elub or the Boul-
Aler elub, or the Turf Clab, so T have come
to the eonclusion that, after all, T have not
<lone anything which is partieularly unfair,
In taxing onc eannot be a moralist, and a
lot of people scem to lose sight of that fact.
If we have to get revenue we have to tax
whatever it may be, so that we ean get the
mongy and still keep going. In fixing six per
cent. for the Government and 6% per cent.
for the clubs, allowing them to refain the
fractions and unelaimed dividends—and we
received advice from men of bigh standing—
as we are ourselves, I hope—we have done
a fair thing and the clubs ean kecp going.
Last year this tax brought ns in £14,000, and
for the full year it is estimated the mew tax
will bring in £28,000, while for the balance of
this vear T reckon to get £3,000 extra. It
is rather a strange thing that, with the re-
duction of the racing dates, we have got more
from the totalisator than we did hefore. 1
Qo not know whal the reason is, but that is
the position. That is all T have to say with
regard to the Bill; those are the salient facts.
There are certain necessary alterations in
the Bill. We put the Commissioner in place
.of the Treasurer. I move—

““That the Bill be now read a second

time,??
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On motien by Mr. Lambert debate
journed.

BILL—DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT AME
MENT.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon.
Gardiner—Irwin) [5.43]: In moving
second reading of this Bill, these are
salient points. There are a number of s
alterations, and au majority of these alt
tions are to ingert Commissioner of Taxa
for Treasurer. The dividend duty is to be
creased from ls. in the pound to 1s. 34,
thig is going to operate as from the 1st J;
ary, 1917. It will put companies on the s
footing as we put the ordinary taxpayer w
we raise the super tax for 1917. The ta
to be inereased by 3d. in the pound. As
gards shipping compianies, there is an exis
agreement. At present we charge five
cent. of five per cent. on the inward and
ward traffic to shipping companies, and
are going to make it 614 per cent. of five
cent. instead. 'That wil} practically be 1s,
and it places shipping companies in the s
position as other companies. We are assun
that five per cent, is their net profit. T
now pay 3 per cent. on the profits of the
of coal, and that rate will be increased to
per cent. Unfortunafely, the existing ag
ment provides for 12 months’ notice of
mination. The Bill also contains provi
for the matter of eseapc from payment
dividend doty by means of payment of ex
sive fees to directors and other officers of ¢
panies.  In the Taxation office, one learn
wondrous deal of human nature. It is curi
to note how devices are used, under the g
of honesty, to defeat the demands of the Si
for what is honestly the State’s due, and w
in most instances reasonable men are |
pared to recognise as the State’s due, A
say, proviston is made te put an end to t
practice. Now T come to the insurance ¢
panies. At present the duty payable by ti
is at the rate of 20s. on every £100 of tl
premiums. That rate is heing doubled, :
will in future be 40s. In addition, provis
is made to recover payment of duty from
stitutions which do insurance bnsiness, but
not exclusively insurance enterprises. Tk
are in this State large firms and hanks do
the insurance bhusiness of Western Austr:
with, probably, Lleyd’s in London. They «
pete with the insurance companies, and tha
fore in this respect they ought fo be on
same basis. We provide, aceordingly, t
they shall make the same returns and pay
same duty as insuranee companies. Then
Bill containg a clanse intended to protect
State as regards svbsidiary companies. 1t
often found that companies operating in
State have “‘pups,’’ a term which will
upderstood by hon. members versed in finay
By the ‘“pup’’ system, we have in the p
been deprived of revenue which was jJus
ours. TUnder this Bill we are going to
whether we cannot put an end to that syst
I have now mentioned the salient features
the measure, Diwidend duty is to be increa
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by 3d. in the pound, starting from the lst
January, 1917, and the insurance eompanies
have to pay double duty as from the same Jate.
I move—
““That the Bill be now read a second
time.’’
Question put and passed.
Eill read n second time.

BILEL—STAME ACT AMENDMENT.
Order Postponed.

Order of the Day read for the second read-
ing of the Stamp Act Amendment Biil.

The COLON!AL TREASURER (ion. J.
Gardiner—\Lrwin) [3.43}: ] move—

“That thix Order of the Day he post-

poned till the next sitting of the House.™
I consider that before the sceond reading of
a Bill is moved by a Minister, copies of the
measure should be on hon. members® files, so
that thev can at any rate follow intelligently
the statements of the Minister in moving the
second reading. UnFfortunately, this parki-
cular Bill reached Parliament House only a
few minutes ago. For that reason I have
moved the postponement of the Order of the
Day.

Motion put and passed; the Order of the
Day postponed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1917.18.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 11th Mareh; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair.

Education Department (Hon. H. P. Cole-
bateh, Minister)—the Premier (Hon. H, B.
Lefroy) in charge of the votes:

Vote—Education, £360,048:

Mr, PICEERING (Sussex) [3.50]: Every
eredit is due to the Education Department
for the standard of education which has
been maintained in this State. I believe it is
one of the highest standards attained as yet
in Australia. It has been suggested by vari-
ous members that an alteration should be
made raising the age at which children may
begin to attend school. Whilst I am in ae-
cord with that suggestion, which emanated
from the leader of the Opposition, I must
point out that grave injury may be done if
the age is raised, as regards small country
schools, in which it is diffienlt to maintain
the minimum average attendance. I there-
fore snggest for the favourable consideration
of the Minister that, if the minimum age is
raised, the number of children required for
a countrv school should be reduced. Other-
wise, numerous country schools will have to
be closed; and I can illustrate this from my
own electorate. Endeavours are now being
made to establish a school at a smalil place
called Jatbarracup, and it is extremely diffi-
calt to obtain a suofficient vumber of chil-
dren to meet the minimum requirements of
the Education Department. The scttlement

897

is u new one, and the prople dre struggling
hard to make a living on the land.  Many of
them bave one or two children, but the total
number is not suflicient to enable the Mia-
ister for Edueation to provide an every-day
school. These settlers may be forced to leave
their holdings uuless some special provision
is made for the schooling of their children.
One item in which I think savings can
be brought about is that of transfers of
school feachers. There is a small school
close to my residence, and | have had the
epportunity of observing that school for
the past 14 years. To my knowledge, dur-
g that period the school has had at least
20 difterenr masters and mistresses, Each
transfer costs the State a  considerabla
amount, aml to me it seems strange that
such a nowmber of changes should have heen
made by the department in so short a perind.
Not ouly are these changes bad from mm
ceonomical point of view, hut from the point
of view of education thev are had because
they preclude the possibility of continuity of
training. Whilst 1 favour certnin reductions
in the Edueation Vote, I am certainly op-
posed to anv measures which would ad-
versely affect the high grade we have estab-
lished in primary eduoecatiou. Any reduc-
tions which are made should, T think, apply
to secondary education and the Uuiversity.
During this time of war, it would be a fair
thing to expect the parents of children re-
ceiving secondary education or University
training to pay for that tuition. T would
support any movement directed towards that
end. During the discussion of the Fstimates
some reference has been made to the Fair-
bridge Farm School. in connection with which
a State school is established. I desire to
place on record one or two facts bearing on
the TFairbridge School. The member for
North-BEast Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin)
made a disparaging reference to Mr. Fair-
bridge in eonnection with the caning of in-
mates of the farm school. 1 have to-day
interviewed Mr. Fairbridge in this regard.
He informs e that the incident referred to
arose as follows: When the first batch of
boys came out from England, four of them
were accompanied by their mother in the
capaeity of matren for the remainder. Upon
their arrival at the farm, this woman took
the place of cook for the institution. Mr,
Fairbridge, when inspecting the kitchen,
noticed a mess on the floor, and drew this
woman’s attention to it, requesting her to
have it cleaned up. She declined to do fhis,
as not being part of her duty. and gave
notive to leave. DMMr. Fairbridge placed no
obstacle in her road. Before leaving, her
boys gave considerable trouble, and one of
them had te be punished.

The CHAIRMAXN: T do mnot think we are
disenssing anything connected with the Fair-
bridge Farm School under this vote.

Mr. PICKERING: We are discussing an
institution which is connected with educa-
tion.

The CHAIRMAXN:
check the hon.
order.

T have no
member, but he

_desire to
is out of
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Ay, PTCKERIXG: There is an item in the
vote which covers State schools, and there is
a State school in connection with this farm,

The CHAIRMAXN: The hon. member is out
of order.

AMr, PICKERTING: I regret very mucl, Sir,
Your ruling in this conncction.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can
‘take an opportunity of bringing the matter
before the Honse in possibly auwother way
than this. T ecannot allow the hon. member
to take this epportunity of clearing up some-
thing which took place at a previous sitting
of the House. T must ask him to keep to the
gnestion before the Chair,

Mr. Foley: On a point of order. In the
Estimates of the Minister for Eduecation a
wertain sum of money is set down for pay-
ment of the salary of a State school teacher
appointed to the Fairbridge Farm School.
That being so, | contend that members are
entitled te discuss the educational portion
of the Fairbridge Farm School, and also any-
thing ineidental to the education of the ehil-
dren there.

The CHAIRMAN: T have ruled the mem-
ber for Sussex out of order for discussing a
matter which occurred in this Chamber on-
der another vote. That wmatter related to
something which had happened at the Fair-
bridge Farm School. Mr. Pickering now de-
sires to bring it in under Eduecation. T con-
gider that he is ont of order, and T have ruled
accordingly.

Mr. PICKERING: I regret that you have
ruled me out of order but of course I must
obey the ruling. I had not intended speak-
ing at any length on this vote, and I merely
<esire to add that the only way by which
Western Australia ean advanee is by giving
the young people of the State a good educa-
tion. At the same time L shall he glad to
support any suggestion whieh is made with
a view of reducing expenditure in the Educa-
tion Department, always having efficicney
in view, and to support any proposal having
for its object the imposition of fees which
shonld be paid for higher edueation by those
who are in the porsition to pay.

Mr. DURACK (Kimberley) [6.3]: It is
with some hesitation that I venture to speak
on this vote. T listened attentively to the
Premier when he introduced the Estimates of
the Education Department the other night.
T realise, of course, that a country or nation
fully equipped with all the advantages of
«aducation will come out foremost. The Pre-
mier spoke of the large grants made for edu-
cational purposes in other countries of the
world, and ho ‘nstanced England and
America. Our cireumstances, however, are
entirely different, and what applies in older
-and more developed countries eannot possibly
apply to a young State like ours, where we
are living, as it were, under cssentially prim-
ary conditions. Iu looking over the Educa-
tion votes of past years I find that in 1915
Western Australia practically cut out the
medical examination of school children. T
was surprised to find that the pruning knife
had been wsed in that direetion. T do not
«objeet so much to over edueation as T de to
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the principles wpon which we are working.
I contend that to a vertain extent they are
unsound. I the first condition or necessity
of our creation is to live, then we must be
provided with the means of doing so. To
my mind the preservation of the individual
is indispensable to the species, but low are
we going to secure that preservation unless
we have some proper form of hygiene? Y con-
tend that the first principle of our education
should be in the direction of the development
and energy of physical life, for upon it dJe-
pends the future and vigour of our race. [
cannot understand how this  State should
have so forgotten its oty to the extent of
cutting out the medical expenditure from the
Edueation vote. [h New South Wales =a
great deal of attention is given to this very
important question, They have numerous
medical officers employed there, no fewer
than 14 being on full time and three on half
time. These medical oMcers give rlose nnl
regular attention to the students in the
various districts, Tn addition that State em-
Ploys a number of deuntists, nurses, and as-
sistants, who travel throughout the State and
carry on their good work, lectures being de-
livered to parents on the care of their child-
ren, cleanliness, and home hygiene.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That does not come
under the Education vote here.

Mr. DURACK: T am endeavouring to point
ont that in Western Australia we are work-
ing on unsound lines, and that it is an un-
sound poliey to stop the work of medieal ex-
amination in schools. The first principle of
education should be a sound mind and a
sound hody, the sine ¢ua non, as it were. of
onr primary edurcation, and it would be het-
ter to cut out secondarv and other forms of
higher education rather than neglect this first
principle. The national health is muneh mora
important than wnational wealth and higher
education, and we wonld he much more justi-
fied in granting a subsidy to bring that abont
than to subsidise in some other directions,
Speaking the other evening I ventured to re-
mark that higher eduecation did not have all
the advantages that were claimed for it: I
referred maore particularly to those branches
of secondary education which include mathe-
matics and physies. The education that we
should be most concerned about is that to
which the member for York referred tho
other . night, namely, the ‘"humanities "
What we should be concerned about is not
so much heads ‘“well filled'’ as heads we]l
formed, with the heart in the right place,
I admit that knowledge is very useful, and
I suppose a certain amount of knowledge is
required in all professions, but it is not ne-
cegsary that a student should remain at
schoot until such time as he is fully equipped
with all the advantages of education. Tf
we taught onr Dhoys something ahout civie
life, their rights as citizens—and in this State
we are lacking in that as compared with
other ¢ountries—and if we taughi them the
true valwe of a well trained mind, if we
tanght them their moral rights and the knaw-
ledge that fits a man for the duties of the
world, the State would be fulfilling its great-
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est obligation to its youth of this generation.
We should teach them to look at things trom
a broad point of view, und not be honnde.l
by the narrow view of ‘‘individualism.’’ We
seem to have grown up with some kind of a
superstitious belief in intellectual instruetion.
It has become with us a kind of fetish, some-
thing fashionable as it were, and this is pro-
bably due to the supposition that we are an
intellectual people, or due probably to the
practice of following the customs of supposed
intellectual people, but the sooner we yet
away from that superstitious belief the bet-
ter it will be for us. What we must realise,
or what we most particularly want is the
robust and productive man, he is a much
more important factor to the race, muel more
useful, than @ mun who has crammed his
mind with a mass of mostlvy useless know-
ledge., We want in these days the comion
sense praetical man, He is a factor in the
¢ommnnity, and is muel more important to
us than the higher trained academic student,
whose head is often filled with a great deal
of knowledge which is of no wee to bim in
after life. We must realise, too, that
higher cducation is very often acquired at the

cost or expense of the gpecies with n tendeney .

to in many cases perpetnate to a greater ex-
tent a race of malcontents and degenerates.
Hon. T. Walker: So that is the secret?
Mr. DURACK: I have wo doubt that
views are not altogether orthodex.
Hou, T. Walker: You are behind the age.
My, DURACK: Those are the conclusions,
looking at faets and cireumstances that sur-

my

round us, that T have arrived at. Looking
around to-day, what do we see? There
seems to be mothing but  discontent. Of

course many would hold that this is only the
natural order of evolution or that social re-
generation, out of which the toiling masses
will ecome into their own. That may be so;
Y do not know whether it is or not, but if
that is the path inte which ounr present svs-
tem of education is leading us, it is not the
right one, beeause it is leading us on to a
state of anarehy and disrnpdion, and we are
developing a type of garrmlons malcontent,
imbued with eertain idens of seeinlism rum
mad.

Hon. P. Collier: And in order to avoid that
worest vou would keep the people in ignor-
ance?

Ar. DURACK: T am uot speaking so much
against over education, as 1 am of the sys-
tem which is adopted. The membher for Leo-
pora the other night said that he was not
satisfied we were getting value for the meney
expended in connection with education. 1
agree with the hon. member. and when the
time arrives T intend to move in the direction
of reducing the vote.

Alr, JONES (Fremantle) [6.12): | con-
sider that the FKducation Depicrtutent is one
at which a certain measure of erificism should
he levelled. TUnfortunarely for the cfficiency
of our education svstem, education han been
regarded as n subject which has always beeu
surrounded hv a hedee of sanetity, being in
a certain degree un.asailable by criticism, and
as in other institutious. abuses have erept in.
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So sacrosanct has this vote been reguirded that
very few members have dared to attack it.
Probably the leader of the Opposition is the
onfy member in this House who bas so far
come forward with a constructive idea of re-
ducing the expenditure.

Hon. T. Walker: Destructive, not construe-
tive.

Mr. JONES: In this case it was a constroe-
tive idea Dberause his idea was to prevent
young children from heing crammed at an age-
when the wmeatality was not sufficiently de-
veloped to stand the cramming. With regard
to the great authority on education in this
House, I refer to the member for Perth (Mr.
Pilkington), we have so far had nothing from
bim but a purely destructive poliey, and, so:
far as the great subject of eduecation is con-
cerued, he has done no more than to lay upon
it the eold and uninspiring hand of the icono-
clast., Veiled hints have come from ote or two-:
members, notably the member for Beveriey
{Mr. Broun) that they would make ecducation
a class privilege, I intend to range myself’
beside those who will oppose sneh proposals
with all the vehemence they can possibly mus-
ter. The member for Kimberley (Mr. Durack)
Just now blamed education for the indvstrial
worest. To imagine that in this age there is
a member in this House so blind to the dynamie
forces which are swaying the affairs of the-
1eople, as to helieve that the system of edu-
cation, which is only one cog in the wheel, is.
responsible, passes my uonderstanding.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.3¢ p.am.

Mr, JONES: Before tea I was dealing with
the endeavour of the member for Kimberley
1 Mr. Durack) to put back the onwurd march
of evelntion. I was inclined to blame the hon.
wember for the view he took of cdueation,
Lt when one cousiders that the hon. member-
resides in the far North, amongst stone age
aborigines who have no conception of educa-
tion, one may perhaps forgive him for his
views on this important subject. T am op-
posed to nny attempt to eut down in any way
the efficicney of our edueational system. Ion.
members must recognise that the future, not
merely of the State but of the race itself,
depends on the cifective education of the child-
ren. When we lhear hon. membrs say that it
is fducation which iy responsible for the spread
of unrest, we must remember that it is only
the dead things which keep guiet, which reel
np unrest, and that it is the live things of the
world which are pushing upwards and onwards
and causing this industrial unrest, this divine
discontent, which the member for Eimberley
is disposed to deprecate. Buot whilst we realise
that we eannot in any way impair the efficiency
of our educational system, we must consider
whether we are obtaining the best kind of
cfficiency which it is possible to get. Tet us
examine for a moment the finalisation of the
work of this department, as it is seen in our
University. We in this State have made the
proud hoast that we have a system of free
cdueation from the kindergarten right up fo
the Tniversitr. 1 do not wish to quarrel with
that. But if we take what is, perhaps, the-
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most jmportant branch of education in this
State, namely, that of agriculture, we have
ouly to turn to the University itself to see
that there is pross inefficiency somewhere in
the department. In replying to a question
recently as to how any students had at-
tended the agricultural classes at the Univer-
gity, the Dremier said there were two the
first year amd three last year. T sobmit
that the department would have realised the
pecessity for wmaking some preparations in
order that there should he agricultural stu-
dents, made ready through the schools, for
the University when it was established, I
think we can put our finger on the head of the
department. I do not wish to disparage that
gentleman, ecither as & man or as a school-
master, The present Director of Edncation,
T understand, was first appointed to the posi-
tion of head of the training college in this
State. I believe he filled that position well.
But to say that from the training college he
was able to take wup the dirvection of the whole
educational system of the State is to make a
statement not easily substantiated. The fact
of the matter is that be is too mnch concerned
with the enltivation and maintenance of an
Oxford accent te have any idea of what is
required in a young country like Western Aus-
tralia.
Hon. T. Walker: e is a very able mau.

My. JOXES: [ am speaking only as one
Judging by resuits. Like other hon. members,
1 am not inm a position to study the depart.
mental files;. The Premier will agree that I
have done my hest, per medium of questions,
to obtain as much information as I can. Judg-
ing only hy the finalised results of the TUni-
versity, we must agree that the important sab-
ject of agriculture has heen neglected; and
neglected, not only in the University, but in

the Modern School. When that schogl was
first estabhlished, a gentleman who is umn-
doubtedly an authority on agriculture was

appointed to teach agriculture at that insti-
tution. Not only was this competent authority
on agriculture engaged for the Modern Hchool,
but large sums of money were expended in
providing plant and proeuring the tools neces-
gary to the practical study of agriculture. To-
day we find that this plant at the Modern
Schea! has hecome o white elephant, and this
agricultural expert, who nndonbtedly has great
ability in his line, has found it more profitible
to take up the teaching of modern languanes
at the school. All this points to the faet that
the department has not cndeavoured to develon
this most important branch of edueation, agri-
colture. As far back as 189S, experiments were
heing made by country schoolteachers in train-
ing their children in agriculiure. T helicve that
at that time Mr. Turvev—afferwards elected
a memher of this Heuse—dewn at the Narro-
gin State school. was experimenting continu-
ously in this training of children in agricul-
ture. Bug mnfortimately, not only at Narrogin
but at other centres which T will not name,
as the teachers concerned may still he in the
department, no encouragement was given from
the department itself, and consequently the
important study of agriculture was allowed to
drop. ilad the department fully realised v hat
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was required of this young State that study
wounid not have been allowed to drop. From the
subject of agriculture to country schools is
not a far ery, Tuder owr edueational training
system therve are two kinds of training given
to the teachers. There is the six months train-
ing, and there is the two years training. Look-
ing at this matter from a lay point of view,
one would think that the better trained teacher,
he with the benefit of two years training,
would he the one selected to go out into the
country districts, where there is so much Jess
supervigion than obtains in the towms. Bui,
under the present Director of Education, the
man or woman selected to go and train the
rountry children is the man or woman with
six months training. The two year trainee is
kept in Perth, where le can have the super-
vision of an army of inspectors. And if the
teacher in the country shows exeeptional pro-
mise, he is brought back into the town, while,
on the other hand, if the teacher in the town
does not show much promise, he is sent out
into a country district. Under a system like
that, which deliberately starves the ecountry
schools, while fostering the schools ot the town,
we cannot hope to have a proper development
of the mentality of the children in the country.

Hon. T. Walker: The best teachers will not
stay in the country; that is the trouble,

Mr. JONES: Tf sufficient inducement were
offered, they wonld. T am quite aware that
a teacher's salary is not enongh to encourage
a good man. Tf, as T think the member for
Kunowna will agree, it were not for the fact
that the teachers have a genuine love of their
work, we would not get them to remain in
the Fducation Department at all for the
paltry pittances they receive. At present the
country schools are languishing for want of
more teachers and greater supervision of
those tenrchers who are there. We find there
are three senior inspectors deing nothing bhut
inspecting the sehoels of the metropolitan
area, while, on the other hand, the whole of

the countrv schoals on the Great South-
ern line are in the hands of ome in-
spector. Thus we have a teacher, prab-

ablv a six moenths’ trainee, sent out intn a
remote farming diskrict, and foriwnate if he
is visited Dby the inspector more than once
a year. This position reflects seriously an
the cfficiency of the Education Department.
If we take, for instance, the James-street
school, we find there four separate schonls
with four head masters. Tn the Perth Bors’

School, 430 hoys collected, contrary to the
reguiations of the Edueation Department,
from the surronnding districts, have 13

picked teachers, all men. At present in the
Fremantle Boys’ school a larger number of
pupils is being taught by only the same num-
ber of teachers, five of whom happen to he
female teachers. Here is a direct instance
of the pampering of metropelitan sechools at
the expense of the country districts. I sub-
mit that the Director of Fdueation should
have his hand more uwpon the pulse of the
eountry. T know thut he hus given the high-
sounding name of ‘*high school’” to the

sthoots at RBunhary, Albany, Geraldton, and
Northam. This is an empty title which has
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absolutely no meaning. We are told that
these schools to-day are training children in
agricuitural science. The present science
teavher at the Bunbury high school, if xon
please, is, [ believe, a girl who has had some-
thing like 12 mounths’ training in Dbiology,
and she presumes to teach the future Aus-
tralian agriculturist in this particular sei-
euve. With regard to the James-street sehool,
it should undoubtedly be possible instead of
baving four sehools with four head masters,
aud three inspectors practically living on the
doorstep, to dispense with at least two of the
beads, not from the service, because they are
good and capable teachers, bat removed to
the country districts where their assistance
is most needed in the training of vounpg child-
ren, T submit that the present eluborate sys-
tem of the inspectorate in the metropolitan
area is not necessary at present. The headl
of the James-street school is generully the
next teacher to he appoinied {o any vacuncy
on the inspectorate. and should therefore be
capable of inspectiug his own teachers, es-
pecially as they arve picked teachers. A more
rigid inspection, not to be used so much as
an inspection as for the purpose of training
the teachers in the country, many of whom
are only six months’ trainees, should he
adepted in conmeetion with our country
s¢hools, and I think that with an jwmproved
svstem of inspection of this kind in the coun-
try much benefit would result. Not only is
this kind of thing happening at Jamces-street
school, but the same thing is going on at the
Subzico school. We have there dual sehools,
for there is an intermediate school, which
can easily he supervised by the head of the
main school, and the head of the intermediate
sehool could be released to take up duty
somewhere in the agricultural areas. No
doubt there are many cases like this on the
goldfields, and probably the member for
Perth will be able to point out many moro
cases when it comes to the time for him to
attempt to cut down this vote. T submit
these few instances, however, to hon. mem-
bers to show that this sacred vote for edu-
cation, which so far has been hedged about
and encompassed to the exelusion of the
critic, provides, after all, some examples
whieh show that the efficieney of the svstem
ean be impaired. T am absolutely opposed to
any atbempt at eutting down the Education
vote such as in any way to impair the effi-
cienry of the system. That cfliciency must
be extended as far as possible to the country
distriets, for these at present are languishing
and should receive more attention from the
heud of the Edueation Department. Until
that is done we cannot pride ourselves that
we bhave anything approaching a truly effi-
cient educational system in this State.

Mr. HARRISON (Aven) [7.530): It is an
unfortunate fact that the war has playved a
great part in regard to owr educational sys-
tem. In many of our rountry districts, as
the member for Fremantle has pointed out.
more attention should be directed fo the edu-
cation of the children. T'ndoubtely these
distriets are faced with ddifficulties which
were not facing them before. T am not in
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favour of reducing this vote to any large
extent if by so doing the education of our
children in any part of the State loses im
efficiecnex. We need at this juncture in our
histery, more than we have needed at any
other time, educational facilities for the de-
velopment of the neutal abilities of our ris-
ing peneration, and this development should
be brought to a greater degrec than ever
before on account of the obhligations which
the rising genevation will he called upon to
meet. Upon the shonlilers of the rising gen-
eration will rest the bunten of paying the in-
terest and sinking fund of the large amount
of this military expenditure, which in sight to
date is bound to be over 300 millions. This
interest and sinking fond will coustitute a
vast burden for the rising generation to mect.
In view of this circumstance, it isx our
bounden duty, next to providing for the well-
being of those men who have gone to fight
for us at the Front, to give our risiug gener:
ation every faeility to enable them to mect
these obligations. WNot only will they have
to find this interest and sinking fund, but
thev will have to keep the industries of our
Commonwealth going. By the time the war
is over many of us will be getting on in life,
and will he unable to carry the whole of this
weight, and, inaddition, our soldiers who will
have returned, will, because their strength and
energy must be impaired, be unable to ecarry
the weight as they would otherwise have done.
Everything depends on us as to the legacy we
are going to leave behind for the coming gen-
eration, and if there is anything we can do to
stimulate and help these children forward in
the matter of edueational facilities, it is our
bounden duty to do it. The member for Fre-
mantle has spoken in quite a different strain
fromi that which I had expected. I am pleased
with the manmner in which he spoke about our
country schools. He has shown that when
teachers have liad six wmonths’ tuition they are
the people who are generally sent out into the
country distriets. I believe that under the
regulations of the Eduncation Department, un-
certificated teachers eannot be employed in the
metropolitan area, bot that they are drafted
out of the metropolitan arca. As a matter of
fact those who possess sone qualifieations
should be the ones to go into the country. I
maintzin that if the education of compara-
tivelv a few children from the first standard
up to the highest (epends upon the ability to
teach of one individual, that individual should
be of high quality, because if the quality is
not good it is not fair to the children under
the care of these teachers, no matter what
standard ther may be in, A good deal of re-
ferenee kas been made to the statement of the
member for Perth in regard to deducting at
least £130,000 from this vote. The Minister in
charge of the vote told us that if we cut out
all the secondary education and the technical
edueation we would not reduce the vote hy
more thaa ES0,000; and there would still be
left £70,000 to be reduveed which would have
to come out of primary education, The natien
canmot afford to deprive these youngsters of
their proper tuition, especially in the primary
schools, It is our bounden dutr to give these
children that efficieney which will enahle them
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to meet their future obligations. I said in my
speech on the gemeral discussion of the Esti-
mates that T could not see anything which
would he more effective and less costly to the
State or more helpful in the development of
the Comumonwealth, or indeed of the nation,
than the introduetion of the metrie system and

that of decimal coinage. I firmly De-
Heve  that this  will he adopted
throughout the  British Empire after

the war is over. for something will have
to be done in connection with the whole of our
development. I think with regard to the metrie
tables, which are very simple, and that of
decimal coinage should be adopted in the
curriculum of our schools. | feel positive that
this must eome about, if we are to take our
position in the world’s markets. When we
consider the number of commodities that we
export and import to aud from varions
eountries of the world, how  much
morg simple and how much cheaper could the
business be conducted if we jumped at onee
into this particnlar syvstem, Even in onr own
Estimates and in owur eivil serviee, a great
gaving eonld be cffected by this means. In-
stead of having compound work to do, every-
thing would be based on simple lines. We
know, when we were at school onrselves, how
ninch more easy it hecame when we got past
the compound work and veached the decimals.
In all business matters and matters of finance
we talk of percentages, and this is really a
matter of the decimal system. We at once
grasp what it means when we talk of ome per
cent, or 20 per cent., whereag if we have to go
through the whole system of pounds, shillings
and pence, everything becomes mueh more
coniplicated. T am satisfied that nothing would
confer greater henefit npon the Empire,
the  Commonwealth and this State than the
adoption of these systems. T do not think this
can he brought about nntil the war is over, but
in order to make that progress which 1 bhe-
lieve we shall make, we shonld do what we ean
in this State to prepare for post-war condi-
tions. 1 wish to stress this particalar peint
beeause 1 feel that the introduetion of this
gystem would be found most effective, and
would very largeiy assist in the progress of
the country.

Alr, HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [7.57]: Tt is
not my intention to speak at any length on the
jmportant matter of edueation. While T think
it is highly necessary that we should knoek off
something in the way of expenditure, aund |
helieve the present Gevernment have made an
honest attempt to retrench in many ways, we
gbould be very chary ahout cutting down the
-gducation vaete. I sympaihise very much with
the Government in the pesition in which they
find themselves, because they lave heen faced
with many difficuliies since they assumed office.
Many of their savings have heen swept away
.as the resnlt of nuforeseen expenditnre, The
floods which visited this State swamped up
nearly all their savings in one instance, and
this necessitated a large expendifure in re-
pairs owing to the washanways on the railways,
Since then there has been increased pay in
the railway and police services, and this eir-
cumstance and others have swallowed up the
rest of their savings. While T agree with a
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great deal that has been said with reference
to the education of our young children, I think
our children are going te school too young: I
believe children wnder six should not go to
school.  That matter -has heen dealt with pre-
viously, and now very few children are attend-
ing sehool under six years of age, but there
are differences in children, the same as in
adults. One of my own boys, for instance, ob-
tained his ordinary school certificate when he
was eight years of age, which shows that
childrer are capable of learning when young,
and I believe he Jid not go to school until he
was six years of age, s¢ that ¢hildren do make
progress from six vears of age wpwards.

Mr. O’Loghlen: He was speeding up some in
fhese two years.

Alr, HICEMOTT: It is a fact that T am
telling members.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: He cannot have gone
through the six standards in two years.

Mr. HICKMOTT: He got his school certifi-
cate when he wuas eight years of age. [ can-
not say positively that he started when he was
six, There are a number of small matters in
which savings can be effected. FEx-teachers and
teachers at the present time in charge of
schools have told me that many thousands of
pomnds can be saved in small matters. There
is the manual system in vegue in the schools
all over the State, which is expensive. Many
years ago cardboard was used whieh at present
costs 3d. n sheet, ordinary brown paper was

used aud  has answered as well, That
shows that a large amount of
money c¢an be saved in the ag-

gregate in that matter. Then in ragard to
sewing classes, T was talking to an ex-teacher
during my election campaign and she said
that many thousands of pounds could be saved
by not using new material in the sewing classes.
New material is used in schools for children
to hack about when old aterial counld he
nsed and will suit the purpose just as wwell.
There wonld be a large saving in this diree-
tion. T do not knaw whether members think
these economies arc worthy of attention.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIX: One would have to
be careful where the old material eame from.

Mr, HICKMOTT: 1 do not know so much
ahout that. T have heard a lot of these
fads aml the different things which we do in
the present day but T do not take mueh notice
of them. There ure many things in vegue at
the present time with reference to hygiene
and =anitary arrangements that are not so
important as many peaple think, and pecple
are no better off for them, There is no
lexs disease or sickness. Years ago many of
the practices now in vogne were not resorted
to. Therefare, T do not take se much notice
of fads of this kind. When T was going to
schaol there was no free edncation, no State
schools.  Parents had to pay for their ¢hild-
ren’s eduwcation at private schools, and there
are many things uced to-day which were not
uged in my sehool days and T think T am a
fair rample of health and robustness. T have
taken ne harm from the practices In use in
the oli days. Many of these practices are mere
fads which are costly. Tt is not my intention
to speak at any length. but T may say T quite
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-agree that there is no need at the present time
to reduce education in country distriets. Un-
fortunately, as [ have anid before, people have
been settled indiscriminately in various parts
of the State which has added much to the cost
of education, [Lf people had heen settled in
groups or colonies and nesrer to each other,
it would have saved a great deal to the State,
not only in regard to education, but in many
. other maiters that are costing the country a
great deal to-day. But we must lop off some-
where if we are to make the ledger balance.
In lookiug over the report of the last month’s
transactions T notic: the revenwve compareil
very favourahbly with the revenue for February
of last vear. TIn faet, there was an improve-
munt, but our expenditnre had increased con-
siderably and the indebteduess for the mounth
was over £70,000, showing it is the cxpendi-
turs that is rumning away with the State’s
money. I say we muost start somewhere and
while agreeing with those who have spoken as
to primary eduneation, T eannot support a re-
duction in that direetion. T think there are
many people in @ position to pay for the edu-
-cation of their children attending the higher
achiools. They shounld pay something towards
‘the expenses of higher education; T think that
those who can afford to pay should pay. Some
remarks have been wmade by the member for
Fremantle (Mr. Jones) and the member for
Aven {(Mr. Harrison) as to the class of
teachers sent to country distriets. Tn my own
clectorate or in a great portion of it, we have
been very fortunate in petting first elass
teachers. Both in Brookton and Pingelly we
have large scheols. There are eonsiderabiy
over 100 children at the Brookton schoo) and
200 at Pingelly and good teachers are found
in both these schools. [In these sehools ¢hild-
ren have obtained scholarships which entitle
themn to be sent dewn to the ity to the Cris-
tian Brothers College and other schools to
receive higher edunecation, The class of teachers
in my electorate are spoken well of and I have
been well pleased with the «quality of the
teachers we have in my immediate distriet.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Thev have good material to
work on.

Mr. HICEMOTT : No doubt they have
very good material and that assists them. T
do not propose to detain the Committee longer,
but I make the suggestion as to small savings
in various departments of the schools and I
trust the Gorernment will see their way clear
to adopt some of the cconomies that T have
pointed out.

Stranger in the lohbies.

Mr. Munsie: T do not wish to discuss the
Edueation vote. but I desire to ask vour
opinion, JMr. Chairman, whether any person
who is a eandidate for Parliament and not a
member of Parliament has the right to loiter
in the lobbies of the House?  There is one
person who is the owner of an alleged news-
paper who is continuvally loitering in the ecor-
ridors of this building.

The Chairman: T am not the Speaker, but 1
may say T do not think it is within the pro-
vinee of anv person to be in the lobhies while
Parliment is sitting.

My, Johnston: He is adopting a membe
privileges ver¥ early.

Mr. Jones: A bit too early.

Mr Mungie: Te is getting information ¢
his gutter Press, the bounder. He ought
be chucked out on his head.

Debate resumed.

Mr. STEWART (Claremont) [7.42]:
a tormer occasion | expressed the opini
that there was needless waste at both en
of our edueation system and I am mg
firmly convinced than ever that it is in ih
direction we must look for any possible :
duction in the Edueation Vote combin
with ensuring efficiency. 1 yield to no m
in my admiration for the education syst
that has been in vogue and established
this State. T think it will compare mt
than favourably with systems co-existe
in any part of Australia, but there is o
maiter I should like to refer tu first of ¢
nne that bas already been touched on
previona speakers, and T hold and ve
firmly too, that uu child under the age
seven years, with wvery rare exceptiol
should he sent to school.

Hon, T. Walker: Seven now you have g
to.
Mr. STEWART: | say I hold that
child, with rare exceptions, should be se
to school under seven years of age.

Mr. O'Loghlen: They could not get th
certifivate then at eigut.

Alr, STEWART: We are not  all X
Hickmotts, [ thiuk that a child of sev
years and under is too young to be se
away from hume, It ought to he regavd
T think by the State that children formn
very comsiderable asset in the domestic ecc

omy of the home. Our educational syste
toe seems to some extent to bri
about the detachment of the child fre
the home. A child leaves early in t

morning awl retarns late in the afterno
tired, bringing home homework to he do
for presentation on the following day,

it is the intetleetval traiving of the «hi
that is being aimed at only that is

right, Children even of such tender yen
shonld be capable of agsisting in the wo
of the home. To n certain extent it m
he said and with some truth that the restr
tion in the size of families i3 becoming me
andl more due to the fact that very little he
is obtained for the mother in the home.

Hon. T. Walker: There is not enouph
fill their neuntha.

My, STEWART: If it is possible to ha
an educational system to confer the s=n:
advantages now enjoved by children attor
ing sehools. the hour for sending the ch
dren in the day should he later, say 11
12 o’cloek, or such an honr as would =
the convenience and the work of the bon
In restrieting school hours in this way. 1
shonld be affording very considerable he
in the home., and—what is of more adva
tage—the morning hours, during which tis
the mind of the child is fresh, would
avallable for the inculeation of home tral
ing, that home training of which a good ¢
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it present being altegether lost.  Next,
i regard the waste which  ocenrs at the
her eml of our educational system. T am

minded of what we are spending on con-
nuation classes and on the University.
ad we followed the example of Queens-
nd in the establishment of a University,
¢ shonld bhave had three professors amd
me lecturers. However, we were somewhat
ore ambitions; and in all sincerity I sar
is a pood thing to be ambitious as regards
lucation. However, here we started with
ine professors and three lecturers; and our
:isourees have proved inadequate for the
pkeep of sueh an expensive staff. T take
this Edueation vote would not be receiv.
1g so much consideration as it is receiving
w but for the straitened condition of
ur finances. My belief is that, had our
nances been buoyant, ne attempt wonld
ave heen made to interfere with, or to inter-
upt. the progress of the Eduecation Depart-
ignt. Still, we must not be led away by
iere sentiment, by a mere vague belief that
; is not pessible for us in some mauner to
atreduce ceconomies into the educational ser-
iee, As an example of the demand for con-
inuation and technical classes aud so forth,

have in my mind’s eve a re
west  from a  eertain  neighbourhood
or the  establishment off carpentry

ud domestie economy and other continua-
ion classes in that particular neighbourhood.
Vithin one or two miles by rail already
here are in existence tlasses in those special
ubjects; and one of the reasons advanced
‘or the demand that such classes should be
stablished in this particular centre is that
he parents object to paying the nominal sum
f 3d. per week in the shape of railway fare
n order that their children may attend the
lasses already established. Where a spirit

f that kind exists, the adults are snrely tak-
ng very liitle interest in the cdueation of
heir children. While mentioning this inei-

fent, I may inform the Committee that T am
ntroducing to-merrow in the Minister for
Education a deputation to ask for the es-
:ablishment of classes at that eentre. 1 may
say further that T have intimated to those
n my clectorate who desive to have the
Masses established, that T cannot support
their request if it means additional expendi-
fure.

Mr. O Loghlen: You will he quite popular
with that little crowd.

Mr. STEWART: That remains to be seen.
I am not looking for the conscquences, as
perhaps some hon. members are inclined to
do. Again, the technical classes are to some
extent attended hy adults who are in a posi-
tion, if they wish to follow these stodies, to
pax for the tuition.

Hon. T. Walker: They often do pay.
technical sehool is self supporting.

Mr. STEWART: Herein lies an instance
where economy can be effected. I am sorry
that in our own University—with the ex-
ception of the Chair of Agriculture, which
was endowed by the late Sir Winthrop Hack-
ett, #nd with the further excepiion of the
Chair of TFEngineering—there ix no  course
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which offers the slightest prospect of enab-
ling the student who follows it to make his
living in Western Australia, As regards the
other ehairs in the University, we are largely
educating students who will ultimately leave
this State to eonfer on other communities the
benefit of the training which they have re-
ceived gratuitously at the hands of Western
Australia, Even a student of engineering
who completes his course and then hangs out
in St. George's-terrace a brass plate proclaim-
ing that he is a graduate in engineering,
would probably have to wait a long time be-
fore he obtained any practice. Our popula-
tion is as yet too restricted to offer the need-
ful scope to University graduates.

Mr. Johnston: One hencfit which will be
derived from the University will be that the
professional men in our Government service
will be Western Australians instead of im-
ported wmen.

Mr. STEWART: That is, assuming that
there will be positions to absorb them; other-
wise they will eventnally bave to leave West-
eru Australia for a wider field. In course of
time the State will expand, and then there
will he opportunities for students who are
successtnl in their course.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: The degrees obtained
at the Western Australian University will
help the students in other parts of the world.

Mr. STEWART: Quite so. But we are
looking for the greatest possible advantage
to this State. We do not set out to educate
our young men to ge to other parts of the
world, though this, of course, they have an
undonbted right to do. We have heen some-
what too ambitions in the establishment of
our University, Then take the continuation
classes, which are attended by children over
14 vears of age who have left day school and
are in employment during the day. I feel
sure those children are frequently not in a
fit state to attend the continuation classes
and reeeive instruction. Morcover, the teach-
ers at the eontinuation classes lhave been at
work during the day, and they, like the child-
ren, are tired. The result is that the State
does not receive vialue for the expenditure
incurred. That that is so has heen impressed
on the educational authorities in England,
who have begun to guestion the desirability
of evening continuation classes. The con-
sensus of the hest opinion is that childrea
shonld remain at school compulsorily until
they are 16 vears of age. The leaving age in
Western Anstralia is, of course, 14 venrs. As
T have previously indicated, one of the last
things the Committee would think, in narmal
times, of doing would be to reduce the Fdu-
cation vote; for we are accustomed to helieve,
and we believe in all sincerity, that an edz-
cated people is the hest asset a State can
have. DBut when we are faced, as we now are,
with a shortage of funds, it is not the fune-
tion of the Tducation Department still to in-
gist on increased ecxpenditure. There is noe
renson whyv the Eduwcation Depuartment any
more than any other department sheuld put
forward increased demands during times
anch as we are passing through.
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Mr. Grifliths: But do not you think that
-eduweation is just as important as war service
at the present juncture?

Mr, STEWART: Education is equally im-
portant, but [ do not hold, with the hon,
member  interjecting, that at the present
Juneture education is all essential in the sense
that it is eo-equal in importance with war
serviee, We conld suspend our education for
a year or two and still successfully finish the
war. Parents could take upon themselves
the exereise of those functions which pro-
perly belong to the home, and then I think
comapratively little wonld eventnaliv be lost
to the children from the curtailment of our
educational service, Perhaps, what would be
lost in the way of the intelicet might be
made up by the Jarger moral training—and
that is the best training—whieh the children
would receive at home,

Mr. Foley: Do yon mean to infer that if
we suspend the edneational system the child-
ren would all sit at home with their fingers in
their mouths to receive moral training?

Mr, STEWART: T bhelieve that in soeh
circumstances parents would wake up, and
would De alive to the necessity of setting
their children an example, and of imparting
to them such instruction as they, the parents,
themselves could give. T do not suppose
things are coming to that, hut T contend
that by raising the minimum school age to
seven, and by discontinuing the technical
aml continuation classes to some extent, we
shall be doing no wroung, hut shall be accom-
plishing, and without any harmfn} results,
what we have set out to do—that is, to ent
our ¢oat according to our eloth.

Mr. Harrigon: Do not vou think know-
ledge is the best weapon to defend ourselves
with?

Mr. STEWART: While T wonld not desig-
nute that interjection as a cateh phrase, T
sav that the school is not the only place
where knowledge ean be acquired.

Mr. Harrison: What ure schools established
for?

Mr. STEWART: I know that schools are
primarily established for the imparting of
knowledge. But in the past many of our
hest and most brilliant men did not reeeive
any schooling at all. No doubt eur Education
Department are prone to give of their bhest
in the way of knowledge of what is going on
in other lands. But in a community sueh asg
ours there is nmo cogent reason why what is
done in England or America should immedi-
ately be attempied here. If we have money
to spend in education, let us spend it; but if
we have not the money, let us honestly face
the position and see where and how we can
effect economies with the least loss of effici-
ency. That is all T am pleading for. I sin-
cerely hold the helief that all education beyond
the primary stage should he self supporting.
There is a very considerable sum of money
spent by parents on secondary schools in this
State. With regard to the Modern School, to
my way of thinking—as T hold that all edu-
eation beyond primary education shonld be
paid for h¥ those who receive it—the intention
of its promoters is te a certain extent being
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abusel.  In my opinion, it is a shame that
parents who are perfeetly well able to pay
for the education of their children, should send
them to the Modern School to be edueated
gratuitously. To make any distinction as re-
gards payment or uon-payment at the schools
would be highly invidious; but, still, L stand
for the principle tbat all education beyond the
primary should be self supporting. And 1 do
not think that ultimately the State would lose
anything by adopting that principle. I hope
that the State will still encourage advanced
education by means of exhihitions, which should
always be awarded to those who prove them-
selves specially worthy of them.

Mr. O’Loghlen: They would eost money also.

Mr. STEWART: They would be less costly.
1 may be pardoned for heing personal, but
[ would like to say that a boy of mine won an
exhibition, but owing fo the fact that there
was no corresponding Chair at the University,
he had to go elsewhere.

Mr. O'Loghlen: He was Imcky to have a
wealthy father,

Mr. STEWART: He was lucky in being able
to make use of the choire he had, and it wonld
have been wrong of me to have prevented him
trot exercising that choice of profession.

Mr. Foley: How do you fit in that argu.
ment with the opinion that engineering is of
no valve?

Mr. STEWART: T say that an engineering
diploma, or degree, for a youth who has spent
a considerable time in studying engineering
would mot he compensated in Western Aug-
tralia, to any extent at any rate, because, as
my friend knows, there is not a wide field
here for members of that profession.

AMr. Johnston: Refore the war we could not
get professional men of that kind in Western
Anstralia.

Ay, STEWART:
that.

My, Johnston: Surveyors also.

Mr. STEWART: That would probably be
the result of departmental economy, which
perhaps eompelled those who were here to seek
fresh fields, T believe that all those who take
up a professional eareer should receive 2
salary commensurate with the importance of
that profession. It takes a good deal of money
to complete an education for a profession, and
its reward should be a good salary. T have a
serions complaint to make against the Edu.
cation Departnient because of the peor salaries
patd to sehool teachers. They perform most
important work in the formation of rharacter.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You conld nof get a
survevor or draughtsman for £2 105 a week.

Mr. STEWART: The teachers are the most
poorly paid people in the community and it is
an anomaly, in a democratie country like ours,
that a school teacher should receive £110 a
vear while barmaids, who are members of
trade unions, engaged in oceupations where
no special etucation is needed, should receive a
minbnum wage of £3 10s, and £4 a week.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Tf a barmaid ean improve
her position. a feacher can do so as well.

M. STEWART: I do not intend to labaur
the matter anx further. T am pleased with
the debate so far as it has gone, and it is

I am surprisel to hear
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satisfactory fo note that the condition of the
State finances has awakened members to a
greater sense of their responsibility in regard
to their own personal views s¢ far as eduneation
is concerned.

Ay, WILLCOCE (Ceraldton) [8.35]: The
member for Fremantle (Mr. Jones) dealt with
the position so far as the head teachers at the
James-street school are concerned; therefore
I do not propose to touch on that particular
subject. 'The member for Kimberley (M.
Durack) implied that education tends to fos-
ter discontent. In reply to that I would say
that the spirit of unrest which is so manifest
is undoubtedly the spirit of progress. I have
had some experience of industrial matters, and
so far as that experience goes, it is the un-
educated man, with narrow views, who canses
trouble. 7The educated man who views things
broadly will always look at matters from the
common sense point of view, T really rose to
speak for the purpose of waking a suggestion
to the Minister for Edueation, and it is that
the Srate should undertake to supply all books
required in the schools, to the children or their
parents. T do not mean that they shounld be
supplied free of cost. T realise that this is
not an opportune time to make an innovation
of that description.

Mr. Smith: They might well be printed in
the State.

Aly. WILLCOCK: We say that we have a
free svstem of education, yvet parents with four
or five children are obliged to pay 30s. a year
for beoks for those children. T wonld suggest
that the Edueation Department should pur-
chase the books and sell them to the parents
at cost price. That would considerably im-
prove things so far as the domestic finances of
the people were eoncerned. The Govermment
eould import the hooks, or, as the member for
North Perth suggested, they might be printed
in the State. If the books were imported they
could be retailed at cost price, instead of, as
is the case at the present fiume, being retailed
at an advance of about 50 per cvent, on the
cost price.

My, TEESDALE (Roeebourne) [8.407 When
I was returned to Parliament a promise T made
was that T wounld do all I conlil to advance
the interests of the State, and it is my inten-
tion to fulfil that promise. T would not he
doing that if T were to vote in favour of the
huge expenditure on edwcation which is pro-
posed. This is no time for sentiment. We are
facing a very serions crisis in the history of
the State, and although one woull be very
loth in any way to retard the progress of edu-
cation in normal times, the times at present
are not normal.  'We have reached a period
when we should be cutting down expenses in
every shape and form. Although it is laudable
on the part of members to speak in favonr of
maintaining the high pitch of exeellence which
education has reached in this State, the exist-
ing position has to be faced. | may be accused
of heing pessimistic and of looking at things
from the worst point of view. but it i quite
possible that the children of Woestern Aus-
tralin may want food for their bodies before
long, and it will not be mental food that will
tronlde them. Tt is, perhaps, a hard thing to
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say, but it will be a much harder thing to
axperience. LIf I thought the State was in a
position to maintain this huge scheme which
already exists, 1 would not lesitate to sup-
port it, but, had as things are, the Director
of Education is not satisfied. It is positively
indecent at the present time to see huge
placards on our hoardings advertising free
tuition; it is a business concern and we are
over-doing it. It is a disgraeeful thing that
the State should be doing this when it can
scarcely pay its way. There is no one in this
House who can say how long we will be in
that position.

Mr, Griffithg: Let us save the 21H millions
which is being spent on drink every year.

Mr. TEESDALE: What a position to
oetcupy! What an advertisement for Western

Australia if what we are doing becomes known
to other nations; if it should become known
that we are trying to out-Herod Herod in the
matter of education, we who cannot pay the
interest on our leans.

Hon, P. Collier: We are paying the in-
terest on our loans.

Mr., TEESDALE: We do not know how
long it will be hefore we shall have to dis-
continue paying interest on our loans. I
would not interferc with the primary schools
in any shape or ferm, and if we have any
surplus money we should give it to the un-
fortunate teachers, who are not paid a fair
wage. I have seen teachers in the country
practically living the life of blavk gins, so
far as comfort and environment arve con-
cerned, oven thongh the people with whom
they were living weve doing their best for
them. By foree of eirenmstances these young
women teachers. in some instances, have to
live in wretehed tin hots, without comfort,
and they ave girls who have been hrought up
in decent homes, and have known the mean-
ing of comfort. Tt is a shame that the de-
partment should send young girls to live this
kind of life in the country; and then pay
them wretehed salaries,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Do you know what the
salaries were six years ago?

Mr. TEESDALE: T know what they are
now, It is disgraceful te think that those
girls should be paid sueh trumpery salaries
when we have persons in goed positious,
squatters’ danghters, amongst others, re-
ceiving edueation ut the expense of the
State. T know n hnsiness man in Perth whe
made a hoast to me the other wmorning that
he was saving €60 a year on the education
of his children by reason of the fact that
they were being edueuted in the State
schools, and this man’s income would he
anything hetween £1,500 and £2,000 a year.
He gloated over the fact that be was making
this saving. Should we allow that wman to
say that he could educate his children at the
expense of a Btate which was practically in-
solvent? 1 want to kunow what is to become
of all these wonderful ercations we are turn-
ing ont from the technical and advanced
schools? Are we to make typists and bank
elerks of them; are we to have no manual
labour? T would like u Yittle of this educa-
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tion money spent in teaching trades to boys,
whe would eventually be fifty times better
ofl than if they had heen allowed to hecome
bank clerks,

Mr, O’Loghlen: If a man i3 equipped with
training, he will not be prevented from tak-
ing on masual work,

AMr. TEESDALE: T would not deny any
oy a good training, but this is no time—to
use the expression of an old inspector, In-
spector Miles—to try to place a pyramid up-
on its apex. There is too much superredun-
duney in connection with the Edneation De-
partment. Some of the inspectors put in a
tremendous lot of time in the metropolitan
area. If those men went out inte the back
country a little more it would be altogether
better for the department, and probably for
the results achieved by tbe department.

Hon. T. Walker: Do you know the work
an inspector has to do?

Mr. TEESDALE: I know what some of
them do, but T do not know what thex have
to dn.  After listening for a time to the
wonderful speech made by the member for
Fremantle (Mr. Jones), I thought we were
going to hear some solution of the Aiffi-
culty; but the hon. member contented him-
self  with  blackguarding the department
and everybody in it. What he had to say
was not worth a wax mateh, and when he
sat down I had not discovered anything at
all original in his speech.

My, Jones: 1 can supply von with the
informatior, but not with the hrains to as-
similate it.

Mr. TEESDALE: Western Australia at
present is trying to build wp big schemes in
every department, trying to be a pattern to
the world, Tt will be quite time to do that
wlhen we can pay for it. We have the finest
water scheme in the world, we have the
finest railway in the world, and we are going
to have the finest education system in the
world. T think it would be & fair thing to
go slow for a bit and sec if we cannot pay
for the things we have before we reach out
for more.

Mr. Griffiths: What sacrifices are we mak-
ing? )

Mr. TEESDALE: T am trving to look
ahead, Possibly we do not as vet realise that
we are making any sacrifiee, but T think
very many of us will recognise it within the
next couple of vears. Some of our departmental
officials appear to have no other object in life
than to build up colessal schemes which will
redound to their glorification and perpetuate
their names. Then when, at the expense of the
State, they have completed their schemes, re-
ceiving offers from some other part of the
worll earrying salaries a little in advance of
what we have paid them, they aeccept those
offers and go off, leaving us with the after-
math, to reflect what fools we have heen to
allow them to build np reputations at our ex-
pense. I contend that it is better to employ
men of moderate views who will be reasonable
and adapt their ideas to the monevr available.
T will not stress the question any further, buot
at the proper time I will record my vote as a
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protest agaiust the inerease in the expenditure
on education.

Mr. ROCKE (South TIremantle) [8.50]: I
agree that if we are to go on the rocks we had
better go on as an edueated people, heeause
then we shall have an opportunity of getting
off the rocks and making another start. I am
of opinion that edueation is the greatest factor
in national suceess. I do not approve of our
sehools being made nurseries. When our insti-
tutions are turned into nurseries it is not good
for the very young child, for the teacher, or
for the country. We might perhaps be able to
make a small reduction in our expenditure if
we pay attention to that phase of the question,
The edncated race is the race whieh is going to
win through. Bearing that in mind I think it
would pay us handsomely to make a sacrifice,
if necessary, in ovder to keep up our standard
of education as it is now. I believe our system
is second to mone in Australia, and I believe
that our officers, from the Director downwards,
have as fine a record as is to be found in Aus-
tralia. The immense size of our State certainly
increases our educational vote through the
necessarily high administrative costs; but I be-
lieve that if the attention of thc officers was
direeted to that, and every officer was in-
stroeted to keep down administrative expenses,
considerable saving might be effected. I am
opposed to any system of payment being in-
troduced into our educational system in respect
of primary, or, to a large exten{, secondary
education. If we once introduce a system of
payment we raise a class barrier, which is not
desirable in any democracy. Boys and pirls at
present being instructed in onr technical school
will be so many assets Lo the State, but when
we find tzking various courses in our technical
schools the wives of men in pood positions, I
think they might reasonably be asked to pay
for their tuition,

Hon. W. (. Angwin: At Fremantle we have
100 students paying.

Mr. Stewart: A merely nominal sum.

Mr, ROCKE: I am opposed to the idea of
any general payment. The member for York
{Mr. Griffiths) again referred to the liquor
question. T have determined that if the people
of the State will not rednce the liquor bill no
vote of mine shall be cast to reduce our eduea-
tional farilities.

Hon. T. WALKER (Xanowns) [855]: I
must congratnlate the Premier on the excel-
lent speech he made in introducing these Esti-
mates. T think he sounded the correct note.
Practically he said this, ‘‘Can we afford to
eut down our eduneation vote? It is a costly
thing indeed, but it is a payiug thing. It is
an asset to the State in its uvltimate result,
which we cannot afford to saerifice.’’ That
was the spirit and the meaning of the Pre-
mier 's speech. T say to hon. members now,
whatever money we can save, 0Or wherever
money is to be saved, this is not the place for
it. At the present juncture there is no part
of the Empire heing so heavily struck by the
misfortunes of war, no part of the British
world has had to suffer more, than Great
Britain herself. Her people have had to go
short of food. Her people have had to de-
prive themselves of aetual necessities.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Not for want of money.
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Hon. T, WALKER: In a sense that is true;
yet, for want of revenue Great Britain, like
all other nations engaged in the war, is going
baeck in her finances. She is mortgaging hber
future, even more than we are, more even in
proportion than we are. And yet Great Britain
at the present juncture has said, ‘‘Whatever
other avenues we eurtail in we cannot afford
to curtail in education.’’ And she has actu-
ally, as the Premier’s figures quoted show,
increased, given an actual bonus, if I may so
say, of no less 2 sum than four millions of
money to increase her educational seed and
facilities in a time of war. Tf Great Britain
can afford to do that, surely we can afford to
keep np the pace we have heen travelling all
along, to carry on, I am struck with the want
of logic of some of onr speakers. Some have
said, ‘“We must eut down this education
vote.’” The member for Roehourne (Mr.
Teesdale} said, ‘' We cannot afford to keep up
the rate at which we are going.”’ Yet he went
on to say that our teachers were underpaid.
He complained of the accommodation they had
at the ontposts of this great State. He said
they were living in tin huts, that their habi-
tations and surronndings were those of gins,
aborigines, rather than of civilisedl human
beings—inferring that we require to spend
more money to do justice to our teachers, and
enable us to be really proud of our educational
gystem. That was the natural inferemce. We
could not give all those teachers better accom-
modation and higher salaries if we ent down
the eduecational vote by £150,000 or any less
a sum,  Yet he wants that dene. And then
there are some of my friends who think we
van do an enormous lot by saying that child-
ren shall not go to sehool until they are at
least six years of age. It is a trivial thing,
and I de not know that it is worth much con-
sideration. 1 do mot think we have much to
complain of. Our age for admitting children
in Western Anstralia is six years. There have
been a few exceptions, mostly in up-country
schools, in outback districts, where the popu-
lation is so sparse that only a few children
have been got together. If we had liter-
ally to confine it to children of six vears of
age we might not get the reguisite number
with which to establish a sechool. There are
pluces in which edueation is cntirely neg-
lected, hecanse we have not the requisite
number of the standard of school age for the
formation of the nucleus of a school.

Mr, Johnston: But the department will unat
let these young children make up the requis-
ite number.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, it oes.

Alr. Johnston: No, you have to get cight
of the proper age.

Hon, T, WALKER: Often schools ave kept
going becanse there are one or twa children
under six whe keep np the average attend-
anre, so that the school is not closed on that
arcount. T bave no desire to see Western
Australia behind other parts of the Com-
monwealth. Either in war time or peace
time T want this State to take the lead in
every respect. Let us see what is done in
other parts of Anstralia. Tn Vietoria child-
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ren are admitted to the schools at 414 years
of age.

Hon., ¥. E. 8, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): They are very precocious there.

Hon. T. WALKER: That may be so, In
Queensland they are admitted at four years
of age.

Hon. P, E. 8. Willmott (Houorary Minis-
ter): Is that in the general schools, or at
the kindergarten?

Hon. T. WALKER: That is the school age
at “whick children can legitimately be ad-
mitted, and claim the right of free and secu-
lar edueation, TIn New South Wales the gen-
eral rule is five, but in a few special cases
even there they are admitted at four years

of age. In Western Australia our school age
is six. T should not quarrel if a reform were
made, T should like the Committee to say

that sometimes and in some places it wonid
be a distinet advantage to our future citizens
to admit children at five years of age. Hom.
members may c¢all these schools nurseries if
they like. They are the best kind of nur-
sery wherein the first little glimpse of educa-
tion is received and a tendency to character
is given, We can understand hon. members
like the member for Claremont saying we
ought not to send our children to school m-
til they are seven, that they ought to be sur-
rounded by all the ecducational aud refining
influenceg of home life until they go to
school.

Mr. Lutey: Tn one room.

Hon. T. WALKER: All the homes are not
of the character of the home which the mem-
ber for Claremont can afford to give to hig
children. There are no slums in our midst
in the strict sense of the word, I admit, either
in Perth, Fremantle, or anv other of our
large towns, but there ave the homes of the
poor, of those who have no comforts. There
are mathers of four or five children of ages
ranging from the bahy in arms to one who ig
just about of school ape, She cannot give
them home comforts, She has none to give.
There is nothing artistie, refining, uplifting,
or improving in the couple or three rooms
that are oecupied by the family. She sends
them, aud is obliged to send them, out of
the way, out into the streets. ont to play.
Anyone walking in almost any of our streets
at any lhonr of the day can see these voung
ehililren who have not attained the sehool
age playing about there.

Hon. P. Collier: Making mud pies,

MHon., T. WALKER: XNot ncecssarily doing
that, We know that this association is pos-
sibly not of the best. Tt has no fendency to
the formation and refinement of character,
and to the preparation for citizenship which
was alluded to by a previous speaker to-night.
T ask which is hetter, to give the children a
sort of kindergarten education, an education
fit for chillhood which begins to train their
senses and their powers of vision and obser-
vation in these early days, or to leave them
entirely free to form their own characters in
gronps nhont the strects?

Hon, F. F. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): What is the compulsory age of these
children®
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Hon. T. WALKER: Six,

Hon, F. E. 3. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Although they are admitted younger?

Hon, T. WALKER: Yes. Six is the compul-
sory age. I do not tbink if we could afford
it there can be any question as to which course
is the better. It is of immense benefit to
these children to have the character forming
training of school life, rather than that they
should have to play as they de, without any
moral or mental direction, in our streets.
Then, again, in some of our outlying mining
townships we find miserable homes, hessian
huts or tin huts. These places are not places
wherein to erowd children, or wherein to give
them those luxuries that they may call home
life. They pet far better aml more refined
surroundings and better training in the
schools in these places. It may be ali right
for the rich, and for these who can afford
comfortable homes, to give their young child-
ren this form of home training, but there are
instances where it wonld be far better for the
children and ultimately better for the whole
State that their training should bhe gently
pursued and their senses direeted in our pub-
lic schools, especially if onr schools are
adapted and our teaching is fitted for that
purpose. If we knock off this we have saved
but little even if we are going to save
£150,000. Some have suggested that a sav-
ing could be effected by attacking the sal-
aries and the positions of the inspectors and
the administrative staff. I know nothing
which costs so little in that way as our Bdu-
cation Department. If all our departments
cost as little to rnn administratively as the
Education Department costs, the State would
be verv much hetter off financially.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Works Depart-
ment costs less.

Hon. T. WALKER: Possibly that is so, but
let me fell hon. members the proportions in
the cost of administration. The cost of ad-
ministration of the Education Department, as
distinet from the pavment of salaries for
teachers and of what is absolutely nceessary
in connection with teaching pure and simple,
is 4 per cent.

Mr., Nairn: Abount 5% per cent.

Hon. T. WALKER: No.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Works Depart-
ment comes out at a shade less if yon take
everything in.

Hon. T. WALKER: Tossibly.

Mr. Folev:Who prompted the hon. member
in that statement?

Hon. T. WALKER: Can anyone say that
this is excessive, or out of all proportion, or
out of all rhyme or reason, however rich or
poor we may be? We do not pay for our
director or our inspectors according to the
tmportance of the work thex perform. or as
compared with the payment of similar grades
of officers in other parts of the educational
world. TUnder these ecircumstances, are we
going to set an example by making our ad.
ministrative staff less important and of less
value than i3 the case in other parts of the
Commonwealth or the edneational world?
Surely to goodness, if we have good men, we
can afford to recognise their abilities by pay-
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ing them something like a reasonable income!
As a8 matter of fact, we do not pay them up
io their standard of work. As to the sug-
gestions which have been made for saving
money by driving some of our inspectors out
of the town into the country, these comments
could only have been made by these who are
unaware of what is demanded.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They do not know the
zeal or the emergy of these country inspect-
ora.

Hon, T. WALKER: No,

Mr. Foley: The system of country inspec-
tion iz bad in many places.

Hon. T. WALKER: If hon. members want
a better system, let them spend more money
on if.

Mr, Foley: The administration is not get-
ting tbe best of what the inspectors could
do.

Hou. T. WALKER: The department is
getting the best it can afford to have.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: How many miles do
they have to travel?

Mr. Foley: The trouhle is they travel too
many miles.

Hou. T. WALEKER: Unfortunately in
this State we have these immense distances,
and the inspectors are obliged to travel over
them, It is impossible to keep the whole
of the inspectorial staff in the country va-
less we treble this educational vote for ad-
ministrative purposes.

Mr, Foley: When they travel 400 miles to
inspect one school in a town and then travel
back 800 miles to inspect the other, they are
not doing their work.

Hon. T. WALEKER: T cannot follow the
hon. member. They go to a school and must
return to it, if they have goue te it for the
purpose of inspecting it.

Mr. Ioley: TIf they go tn a town they
should ingpect all the schools in it.

Hon. T. WALKER: So they ought. They
have their programme, and 1 take it in that
programme they do the utmost work that
is possible in the time available.

Mr. Toley: The hon. membsr takea the
word of the administrative head who is
prompting him all the time, and does not
kuow himself what the conditions are.

Hon. T. WALKER: There may be one
sehool which is taken before another, or two
schools which are taken in immediate sue-
ecssion, but that is not a matter for the
administration.

Mr. Foley: Tt is all administrative.

Hon. T. WALKER: Tt is not the rule, at
any rate. The work is done very well, and
the inspectors in the country are really hard
working and continucusly kept at their
task, They are always doing their duty.
A better class of man one sould not find
in any other part of the Commonwealth than
the inspectors we have in this State, This
is not the point to which I desire to direct
the attention of the Committee. The point
is that we are obliged to have more inspee-
tors in the metropolitan area than can he
offered to the country beeanse the popula-
tion is bigger. Ewvery child must come un-
der observation, and must he tested and
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aexamined by the inspectors of the metropoli-
tan districts.

Mr. Griffiths: Do you not think that the in-
speetion is o little over done in the wmetro-
politan  districts?

Hon. T. WALKER: 1 do not think so.
We get the resolts, and they can only he ob-
tained by that amouni of - attention,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They want as much
attention in the metropolitan areas as else-
where,

Hon, T. WALKER: TUndoubtedly. There
are also the school teachers who bhave to be
esamined. Then there has to be taken into
consideration the manner in which a school
is condueted and how it is to be classified.
Everything falls upon the inspectors. Some
questions were asked in this Chamber the
other day with vegard to Tnspector Clubb,
as to how many schools he had to inspeet in
the metropolitan district. and what work he
did. I do not know the object for which
this question was asked. As a matter of
fact, though he has not so many schools to
inspeet as some of the country inspectors,
he has more seholars, and every school boy
and school girl requires his inspection. Tn
addition te his work of inspeztion he has to
do his share of the head office work, the ad-
ministrative work. 1 can spealk of Mr.
Clubb from an constant contact with him of
something like five years. I know what he
ja. TLet he give hon. members an idea of
how a man may be wrongly attacked by those
who are not directly aequainted with the
taets. Whilst I happened to enjoy the privilege
ant honour of being Minister for Education,
Mr. Clubb took possession of the continuation
classes, How they were worked up, everybody
in this State knows. Their value no one will
underestimate. But those continruation classes
meant eonstant night work for Mr, Clubh. We
had his head office work and his inspector’s
work, and he attended to the additional work
ol the contimmation classes without receiving
any inerease of salary, or asking for if.

Mr. Grifiiths: And to the detriment of his
health.

Hon, T. WALKER: | am coming to that.
It so happened that whilst he was doing this
excessive work, Mr. Robertson, the Chief In-
apector, had, wnder medical advice, to go away
for the recovery of his health. Mr. Clubb did
Mr. Robertson’s work in addition; and then,
still  further misfortune following, M.
Andrews, the respected Director, fell seriously
ill, and Mr, Clubb had to do the work of Mr.
Andrews as well. He did that work, working
from morning till night. The result was a
break-down, an absolute break-down, in health.
Mr. Clubb is not the same wan to-day as he
was before this cxcessive strain was put upon
him.  And yet there are those who ean sneer
at Mr. Clubb as if he were trying to get a
lazy billet! Mr. Clubb-is of that character
that he ecould not be lazy-—his energy is too
large. Certainly he is the type of man we need
for our educational system—full of a spirit
which gives inspiration to everyone who comes
in contact with him. T instance Mr. Clubb’y
case as only one of how u man who is the head
of o department may he attacked, and his value
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lessened, owing to sheer lack of knowledge of
the work that is done and of the need there
ig for that work. We cannot afford te cut
down vur expenditure there, bscause we can-
not do with fewer inspectors if we are to give
attention to every child in the community and
to every teacher in the department.

My, Foley: But the inspectors do not give
individual attention to every child in the metro-
politan area.

Hon., T. WALKER: Tndividnal attention is
given to every child by the inspectors, but not
continnously, The latter is the duty of the
teachers.

Mr. Poley: How ecau the hon. member say
that the inspectors give individnal attention to
the children?

Hon. T. WALKER: Every child is looked
to by the inspectors, and his or her standard
and general attainments are ascertained. Buot
the inspeetors cannot spend their time in the
schools teaching. That, the teachers have to
do. The value of the inspector iy that he seey
the teachers do the duty expected of them.
Qur staff of inspectors are of that quality,
of all men I have ever met, that they inapire
the teachers. They instil such zeal and enthu-
siasm into the teachers as is to be found in the
parents for the bringing wp of children. The
ingpectors love the work; they give life to
it; they hreathe, as it were, the spirit of edun-
cation, the evolution of mind. That is the value
of having good men, and our staff of inspectors
are of that elass, We cannot ent down expendi-
ture there. Some members have said, ‘‘Cut
down the driving allowance.”’ It is an extra-
ordinary feature of our system that mot onmly
do we give free education throughout the State
as Tar as ever it is possible, but that in seat-
tered districts—especially in the farming dis-
tricts, where families may be four or five miles
away from the school—rather than let the
children go without educakion, we pay for their
being driven to school.

Ay, Criffiths: The Perth Chanber of Com-
meree objected to that,

Hon. T. WALKER: XNaturally. But even
there we cannot afford to neglect the educa-
tion of these children. Though it is a growing
item, we mnst provide the means for every
ehill to hecome eduented.

Hon, W. . Angwin:
abused in some instances.

Tfon. T. WATRKY¥R: True. But onc ohject
of the free Jriving to ¢chool is to encourage
settlement.

Hon. J. Mitchell: And to save opening more
schools.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes; and in that there
may he ample compensation, However, the oh-
ject ia to ensure that every child has the
chanee to get an edueation, Therefore T fail
to rec liow we can cut out the driving allow-
anee, In every other branch of the Fducation
Nepartmert, where does the money go? A
good deal of it goes towards the building and
cquipment of the schools, althongh net all of
that expenditnre is shown on this Fduveation
Yote. But the preat bulk of it, the mass of
it, goes in the payment of our teachers. We
are ohliged to have teachers scattered over the
length and breadih of this great State of ours.

The free driving js
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Mr. Foley: Where would you expect the
bulk of the Education Veote to go if nol to
‘the teachers?

Ion, T. WALKER: Certainly I expect the
bulk of the vote to go to the teachers. We
can cut down this expenditure only by lessen-
ing the number of teachers. The result of
raising the minimum school age for cbildren
might dispense with a few teachers. But we
cannot afford to lose many. If we are to give
-education throughout Western Australia, wo
must keep up our staff of teachers.

Mr. Grifiths: We have not been able to
give them their legal increments.

llon. T. WALKER: That is so. Undoubt-
edly. the teachers have shown themselves n
patriotic class of people. They bave gone
without the increments which have been given
in other departments of the Civil Bervice,
They have been kept on the same pay for
years past with this exception, that when the
Labour Government came into office one of
their first acts was to inerease the pay of the
teachers. The member for Reehourne (Mr.
Durack) growls at what they receive now.
What did they get before the Labour Govern-
ment came in?

Hon. J. Mitchell: Not much less.

Hon. T. WALKER: Sixty to seventy
pounds per annum some of them were getting.
And the lowest rate of pay after we took
-office was £110. The rest of the increase in
Edneation expenditure has been caused by the
natural inecrement of children growing up to
‘the school age. BY reason of that increment
we have to provide more teachers and addi-
tional schools. That is where the increase
lies: that represents the bulk of the inerease.
Now I come to the point raised by most of
the speakers who objected to thizs vote—that
the time has come when we should stop prim-
ary education. We saw the reason for that
suggestion in the speech delivered by tho
member for Kimherler (Mr Durack). He
teld us that this edueation which we were
spreading ahroad, and the spirit of it, were
cavsing unrest. Tinrest! He told us that we
are having industrial troubles, and all kinds
of misfortune in the labonr world, because we
have had bhigher education,

Mr, Durack: No, no!

Hon. T. WALKER: T e¢an understand
people honestly helding that view. There are
in this world some people who would keep
their fellowman in ignorance so that they may
drive him, s0 that he may tremble at the crack
of a whip. T know there are those who con-
seientiously believe that a few of the people
are born inte the world to rule and to get
the life-blood and the cenergies of their
fellow beings. Tt is a convenient econdition
of things for the few. There are those who
would introduce black labonr for the same
reason, who would wse the native, and de
away with white labour, if they could get out
of the native anything like the work the white
man does. They would introduce .Tapanese and
Chinese and Malays—any race who would do
the work they were told and Ariven to do, and
do it without 2 murmur at the lowest posgible
subsisience price. T firmly helieve that there
are those who think that this is legitimate.
Rut the obicet of hicher edueation iz to teach
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all people that they are men born equal, and
that they have the same right to better their
lot and to improve their condition in this
world ag those who werg horn with silver spoons
m their mouths.

Mr. Durack: T rise to a point of order. 1
did not remark that education created unrest.
I have my speech here, and what I said was
that I did not know whether education c¢reated
unrest or not.

Hon. T. WALKER; If you, Mr, Chairman,
will permit the hon. member to read that por-
tion of his speech, it will be seen that he not
merely inferred, but said straight ouf, that
industria) unrest is due to the spread of higher
cdueation, He diseconrages, therefore, the
spread of higher education, because we shall
have o rest if we discontinue higher education.
You, 8ir, with your extensive knowledge of
the world, know that it is unrest which desig
nates movement, movement action, action pro-
gress; that the whole world’s development bas
been brought about by unrest. A man never
pets out of the stagnation of duli, stupid, haré
ignorance until he hecomes restless. Then he
wants to go higher. Then he wants to achieve
something more. There was a time when only
two classes existed in society—the lords ang
the peasants, The lords owned evervthing—
even the bodies of their liege subjects. Thy
lords ¢ould command life and death, and ha¢
under their control the whole happiness ang
misery of their slaves, their serfs. Was it 1
better condition of things when the great bull
of the population were serfs, than exists now'
The member for Kimberley has had som
higher edueation, an? he has read history anc
has observed the development of human society
from the time of slaverr under the old lord:
up to the time when it was claimed that al
men were free. The hon. member knows tha
the greatest war of Ameriea was fought to se:
the black man free, to tnke the black wman fron
heneath the lashh of flogging Legree. The hon
member knows that. And vet he is concernec
becanse education cavses unrest.  Educatior
does produce two things. First of all it cause:
that spirit of unrest which I translate into ¢
desire for betterment, o desire for advance
ment, It does also incrense in the possesso
of knowledge the sense of dignity. The mar
ceases to kmeel, but stands upright. when I
gets knowledge. His mind expands when I
begins to recognise that he is a human being
equal, if not in actual fortnne, yet in chance:
and opportunities and rights. with every othe
citizen.  And the moment the <man hecome:
dignified, he is going to talk pretty piainly i
our hion. friend who desires to quiet this un
rest. Our friend is going to be told that .Johr
Smith is as good a= Bill Jones.

Ton. J. Mitehell: Better. Smith says.

Hon. T. WALKER: Rometimes he js. ]
know of stupid, vulgar, uncouth, unenltivates
and absolutely ignorant emplovers of labouw
who were noi fit, in an infellectual or ever
moral sense, to clean the hoots of some of
the men who were working for them. and ye
who claimed to lord it over those men becaus
they were workers, hecanse theyr were onl
lahourers. It seems ta he a peruliaritr o
the North-West becanse the =ame sontimeni
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as voiced as well by the member for Roe-
ourne (Mr, Teesdale), ‘*Who is going to
wrry the bricks?’’ he asked. So that we may
ave brick and mortar carriers, and manual
aves, aud in order to have the man who will
ot growl at the task set him, we are to blot
ut our educational system beyond the primary
arning, beyond the three Rs. Not one step
arther, We must not have that learning which
wnkes men equal to each other. That is the
ttack of the great bulk of those who are
narreling with the Education vote. T am
oing to submit that only those nations who
ecognise the value of higher and general edu-
ation will have a chance of surviving' when
his great war is over. Tt is the knowledge of
lte fact that problems are geing to come wpon
he British people that has caused Great
trifain to make a honge grant for edueation
urposes. Great Britain recognises the fact
hat it is the edueated worker who can do the
est work, and who is of the greatest benefit
o the State. TLet me submit that, whatever
ve may say of Germany, we are bound to
dmit that her wonderful power of organisa-
ion, and her techmical skill, have made her
Imost uncongquerable.  Nothing but  higher
ducation has done that.

Mr. Stewart: No, militarism.

Hon. T. WALKER: That has been onc fae.
or, I admit. Buf in preparing to meet the de-
nands of wmilithrisin, there must first he the
ntellectual spirit in the world. All subjects
ould not be made to do what those of Ger-
nany have done. We could not do that with
he aborigines of this country.

Mr, Stewart: But the German
ve made them do it.

Hon. T. WALKER: We caanot possibly
ake an untrained, undiseiplined, and mnom-
atellectual person and make him a £t instru-
nent, even for military despotism. There must
e the texture, the fine mnervous development,
‘he actual textile and intellectual grip of all
matters necessary for the performance of work.
All that has made Germany what it is. Much
1s [ detest that spirit of militarism, T am not
blind to the fact that it is the intelligent organ-
isation of the nation that has made the resist-
ance of Government so formidable to the Allies.
We shall have to compete with that nation,
too, when the war is over. in an industrial
sense.  As soon as the war ends a keener war,
affecting our well being as citizens, will take
Mace. It will he a war for the possession of
markets, for the manufacture of all that the
world needs for its utilities and its comforts,
for the distribution of the wealth of the earth
and its utilisation in every respect. We shall
then require skill and brains, and we shall
need a trained and disciplined community. All
of this implies edueation, not primary educa-
tion, but the education which enlarges the mind
and fits people for the performance of those
duties associated with the mysteries of secience,
which will turn the secrets of nature to the
service of man. The nation that will nepleet
irs children, that will remain content hecause

militarists

it is going through a period of adver-
sity, that will let things drop back
into lethargy and ignormnce, the nation
that will do all that will rue it

It only needs a casual glance to show that the
worlkl has become very small uuder onr
modern knowledge. Te allow a natiox fo sink
back, to have no comorts, to make no strides,
will mean that it will soon go baek to the
position of its ancestors centnries ago. Where
are the nations to-day that de not understand
the blessings of education, that are ignorant
of those blessings? Wherever attention hag
been paid to the higher cultivation of the
mind, to the disciplineg of its subjeets in all
arts and sciences, and in general utilities,
wherever that has been done the nations are
the atrongest and the people of those nations
are able to hold their heads the highest at
the present time. [ have only to quote one
nation to carry out my illustration almost to
couviction point. That nation is Jrpan, a
fendal nation not very long ago, and to-day
standing abreast of the civilised nations of
the Western world. What has done it? Her .
first step, when she resolved to get rid of her
fendalism and enter into the spirit of the-
West, was to establish schools and wuniversi-
tics, to import tenchers, and to train her own
teachers and to send ler children to the fur-
thermost limits of the civilised world, in order
to obtnin that light and instruefion which
she regarded as valuable assets for her child-
ren, Japan is undoubtedly reaping the re.
ward fo-day. Let our population here, in our
so-called White Australia, give up its schools,
go back fo the three Rs, and be satisfied to
malke us all brick-earriers and hod-lifters, and
where shall we stand against a nation such
as Japan where every child is educated from
the earliest stage right wp to his or her cn-
trance into the mere active duties of life?
It is only brains that win the batfles of this
world.  Physical force and wmere animal
strength go nowhere in the presence of that
electric spark we call the mind. And it i3
the enltivation of that mind that is the funec-
tion of education. We are doing it as steadily
in this State as it is being done in most parts
of the world. T am not saying that we are
not excelled in some portions of the globe,
but we are doing it as steadily as possible.
We take the ehild through the primary
school and we earry him on te the secondary
sehool, and if he has to enter on the duties of
life, and if the parents cannot afford to keep
him at school, and still want to enlarge his
mind and inerease the capacities of the brain,
there are the Continvation Classes. T am
thankful to say that here we are showing an
example to the rest of the Commonwealth.
Tn other parts of Australia there are Con-
tinuation Schoels, bui a slight ¢harge is made.
Here we look upen it as a duty to give 8
child all the education that is possible, so
that there may bhe no excuse for declining,
Then there are the Mnodern School and the
High School, and there the mind can be fitted
for the calling that may be ahead. Then the
students can go to the University. The opin-
jon has heen expressed that the students
who attend the University should be made
to pay. But they cannot all afford to pay.
I want hon. members to remember that, if
there are those who drop out from the high
sthools and the Tniversity, it iz nof because
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the parents of the children do not want those
c¢hildren to receive the education, but because
they cannet spare the child to go through
the course he may have chosen. It is some-
times a saerifice for parents to allow their
children to attend the University classes. To
band over the higher schools and the Uni-
versity to the well-to-do, to those who can
afford not only to spare their ehildren whilst
they are receiving that education to keep
them out of industrinl paths——

Hon., W. . Angwin: And they send them
into industrial paths when there is a dis-
turbance,

flon. T. WALKER: I will tell those people
wlho talk ahbout cutting down the expenses of
education gencrally how tbey can do it. The
State is not too proud to receive an endow-
ment for its University. Let some of our
wealthy men assist the University, so that
the poorer section of the community may re-
ceive oducation right up to the highest stand-
ard, just as is done in other parts of the
world. In many other parts of the world vast
sums are left to endow wnniversities and
schools. True, we have hWad one endowwment
from Sir Winthrop Hackett, but we are not
sure of even thag, because that late gentle-
man thought he was richer than he really was.
Still, there is the example of a publicaminded
citizen; and X say to the wealthy of Western
Australia that no nobler benefit can be con-
ferred upon this community than to leave
aceumulated wealth for educational purposes.

Mr. Stewarf: Tt is a great reproach to
many that it has not been done.

Hon. T. WALEKER: Tt should have been
done, If we had a proper zeal for education
amongst our wealthy citizens there would not
be the nervous fear that we are rnnuing on
the rocks becawse we will not cut down the
education vote. That is the way in which
the deficiency ean be met, namely, by the
generosity of our public-minded ecitizens. At
all events I, for one, object to our higher edu-
cation being handed over to the wealthy or
well-to-do classes of thizs community., The
poorest child in the community has the right
to obtain the bighest and widest cdueation
possible, and he he brick earrier or shoe-
maker, it is to his and the community’s ulti-
mate advantage that he shall receive this
education. As Jobn Stuart Mills said when
appointed Chancellor of one of the Scottish
Uhniversities, the bootmaker will make hetter
boots if he is educated. Again, how true
were the remarks of Colonel Ingersol when he
guve expression to the great thought ¢/ Man
advances in proportion as  he  mixes Dhis
thonghts with his labours.”” [t is the mixing
of thought with what we are doing that has
built up the wealth of Empire, Every great
leviathan that ploughs the waves is the pro-
duct of thought mixed with lubour. Mere
phraical thought without brains behind it is
absolutely wvalueless in the service of man-
kindl. Tt is the intellect that goes with our
toil which differentiates us from barbarous
~and savage peoples.

Alr. Durack: We get a lot of the intellect,
but not much of the toil

Hou. T. WALKER: Perbaps some of that
intellect which is possessed by Toil might
be taught te the hon. member. It is time
e did a little toil himself.

Mr. Durack: I have done a good deal.

Hon. T. WALEKER: If the hon, member
hus done a good dJeal of teil, surely he has
stopped now; he is all intellect now. But
that is hy the way. Whatever we have to
do we do it better if we have braims or in-
tellect, thought to commune over the work
we are doing. All the inventions, all the im-
provements, ali the better systems we adopt,
iisplace the old order of things, and give
us the new. What is education for but te
train the mind to do these things, to awaken
the mind, to let even the humblest toilex
know that he bhas a mind? The humblest
toiler in time, when he does get the mind,
will be able to see more clearly that he
stands on an eguality with those hon. mem.
bers who would like to say that lhie does nc
work. He will have perhuaps a clearer value
of bis work. Work is the only thing he hag
to sell, and he will begin to understand u
jittle comwmerce, and will sax, ** 1 am nol
going to sell my labour for a merve pittance
I am going to sell it at a price that will
enable me to enjoy all the rights and eomn-
forts of full manhood.!'’ And that iz whal
is called unrest. They are beginning ic
feel that the children of the poor have a
right to boots and stockings, have a right tc
a comfortable Dbed in which to sleep, and
even to a clean floor to step upon; that the
+hildren of the poor have the right to en-
joy a little library avd hooks, and a little
leisure in which to ecultitvate the mind,
Once there were only the tords and the
slaves, The slaves are uno longer slaves,
They beeame the lower working classes, then
they became the middle elasses, and from
the middle classes they ery ‘‘The lords must
yo!'' One of the results of this great war,
by the uplifting, the disturbing of the ele-
ments and forces in existence, will be the
democratising of the whole globe, the hum-
Ming of the mighty, the bringing of the
mighty from their scats, and the exaltation
of the humble and meek who have suffered
through the ecenturies.

Mr, Stewart: That will he the millenium,

Hon. T, WALKER: Whatever it be, it will
he good. The hon, member when adiressing
the electors, no Jonger talks to a lot of men
who can he Ariven this wav or that. He
addresses them as men and women. knowing
that he stands intellectually upon his leval
among  thom. What but edueation has
hronght it all about! We eannot afford te
drop cdueation, to eut it. to lessen it. Tt is
the only asset that will enahle us to meet
the future boldly and fearlessly.

Mr. Hickmott: You are going to extremes
now; we do net wish to drop education,

Hon, T. WALKER: (an we drop any per-
fion of it? Every ray of light that dissi-
pates iguorance is an eternal benefit,  No
child educated can have that edneation
wholy for himself or herself, That educa-
tion is a lamp carried in the dark places
wherever the child afterwards poes.  Every



edneated citizen we have adds to the light,
and enables us to see our relationship with
the Nature about ws, to see the future. the
needs there are for adaptations in society
that will beild us strongly and firmly in a
more sure development. '

Mr. Dnrack: These who can use it pnt it
to very bad usc.

Hon. T, WALKER: Did the hon. member
ever know anything that was mot eapable of
being put to a bad use? The blessings of
Nature can always become the evils of Nature.
I know of nothing iu this world but can he a
disaster of wrongly applied and wrongly used.
Let not the hon. member talk. There are
classes whieh have been educated from geaera-
tion to generation, which have learnt the bless-
ings and uses of education, and have turned
that education tv the enslavement of their fel-
low-men. Now the education is coming from
below, and these who have been kept in sub-
Jection during the past ages, those latest re-
presentatives of that long period of subjec-
tion, when they begin to know how much they
have been wronged and robbed and injured,
iusulted and enslaved for so long, are likely to
say ‘Tt is our turn mow.’® They have found
their power, but they do not always use it
wisely. 1t is a new toy, a new blessing to
them. Give them a century or two of the
blessings of cducation, and the world will feel
the benefit of it. There are other great things
that can be used wrongly. The seience of the
world is being used for destruction to-day. The
light of the ages, the achievements of savants,
of students, philesophers, teachers and re-
search men, ave being uwsed to destroy the art
of the ages, the building up of centuries, the
beaunties, the moblest aspirations of -mankind,
the revelations of dreams, of the greatest
poets, of the greatest architects, of the
greatest philanthropists. Cities the pride of
natious lie in heaps of perishing ruins,

Mr. Stewmit: The result of German educa-
tiou.

Hon. T, WALKER: The abuse. the wrong
use, of education. Onc ¢an use, one can abuse,
evervthing. My arm, which T use just now to
wave a thought, T might use to break the hon.
member’s jaw,

Mr. Stewart: Would that be the use or the
abuse?

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly it wonld
be the abuse, because the hon. member’s jaw
at times is very valuable to this Assembly. I
say there is mo good thing that camnot he
turned at times to a bad thing., The question
is, is it » good thing in ifself? and I submig
that cducation is. What is this talk about
£5%We cannot afford it9’? Why all these tears?
There is a lot of what I might vulgarly call
rot talked about the condition of the State.
We are no worse off than are the other States.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: Not so badly off.

Hou. T. WALKER: 1 think it was the hon.
vember himself who the other night gave us
the benefit of his education hy saying that the
area of cor lands alone, without counting the
forests, if assessed at Js. 2d. per acre wonid
cover more than our national debt. And he
paid that if anv of uns possessed those hroad
acres we would consider ourselves rich, even
though we had that national debt to par.

When we remember that we have not only this
vast area in acres of land but all our wealth
in minerals, in forests, in farms, public build-
ings, and cities, and in every other direction,
we see that we have not touched the fringe of
our possibilities. We are in a stage where we
must run inte Aebt. England is rumniong into
debt. Bvery nation of the world is running in-
to debt. The Commonwealth is rumning into
debt. Tn these times we must expect debt. But
it is our duty to keep going, and not to re-
solve oursclves Dback into sloughs of ignorance
becanse the times are hard. We are but com.
mencing, we are on the threshhold, we are ounly
beginning the building np of a great nation.
We have all the initial expenses to weet, but
the nation in future shall overtake all this, and
shall be wealthy and great. But if we are to
be wealthy and great, if we are to turn every-
thing Nature gives us to good aceount, we
must above all things attend to the cultiva.
tion of the mind, the extension of thought, the
acquisition and disscwmination of knowledge.
We must become an energetic, capable and
Brainy people. We can then snap our fingers at
the foture, and the little debts that we owe
now will be something to smile at. Tf we are
to take our part in the race of life and the
competition of wations, it is our absolute duty
to preserve our Education Vote intact, to ma_ka
it still Targer, it possible, so that no oue child
is neglected and no one mind left unenltivated.

Vote put and passed.

Genernl dehate concluded; Votes and itema
diseussed as follow:—

Mr. Jobnston: Jfs the whole vote finished
with?

The CHAIRMAN:
gencral vote. .

Mr. DURACK: T stood up, Mr. Chairman,
to speak on this matter.

Mr. Johnston: Yen only passed item 1, Mr,
Chairman.

Mr. Angelo: T claim that the member for
Kimberlgy stood up to speak.

The CHAIRMAN: T Aid not sec the hon,
memnber rise.

Mr. ANGELO: The hon. member stood up
hefore you calle? out the full amount of the
vote. We have been waiting here all the even-
ing to spoak on this vole.

My, PICKERING: 1 rise to a point of
order. Ts it not rustomary for the Minister in
charge of a vote to reply upon the general dis-
cussion ¢

Hon, P. Collier: That is a matter of choice.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The Minister actually
in eharge of this department is not in the
House.

Mr. PICKERING: There is a Minister in
charge of the vote here. I contend that the
member for Kimberley was on his feet when
the vote was put.

Houn. W. C. Angwin: You could not see him.

Mr. ANGELO: T heg to disagree with your
ruling, Mr. Chairmin, and would agk the
Committee to consider it.

The Premier: The Covernment have an da-
sire to hurry this matter.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: [ was refused per-
wmission to speak the other night when I
wanted to talk on the medical vate.

T have just put the
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Hon. I, Collier: This is not a matrer for
the opinion of the Government.

The CHATRMAN: Under the Standing
Orders 7 will allow the Committee to decide

. this point. T did not se¢ the member for
Kimberley rise in hig plaee, but will not say
that he was not on his feet. T will leave it
in the hands of the Committee to say whether
they wish the discussion on the general vote
to be re-opened. I will put the question. Is
it the wish of the Committee to re-open the
-discussion on the Education vote?

Queéstion put and passed.

Mr. DURACK: Arec we now on item
1, or on the general vote?

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member de-
gires to diseuss any partienlar item, he may
3o so.

Mr. DURACK: T feel that it is not within
our province to disenss any particular item
-on the Edueation vote,

The CHATRMAN: The general diseussion
‘on the Bducation vote is finished.

Mr. DURACK: Then to test the feeling of
the Committee T will move—

‘“That the Edncation vote, £360,048, be
reduced hy £500.°7

Mr. Munsie: T would like to deal with some
-of the items hefore the total vote is faken.

The CHAIRMAN: We arc now dealing
with item No. 1. Ts there any discussion
upon thig item,

Item, Director of REducation and
‘Secretary, £750,

Mr. JONES: I submit that it would he
good policy for the department to separate
these two offices. The office of Under Scere-
tary covers the work of cecuring all supplies.
If a man with somec business training was
put in charge of the acquirement and distri-
bution of all stocks for the schools, it would
be an advantage. T hope the Government will
take this point into econsideration, a3 it
should mean greater efficiency in the depars-
ment,

The PREMIER: The present system las
been in vogue for 20 vears. Thers wus for-
merly a Secretary for Edueation, but when
the Director of Edueation was appuinted he
also took up the duties of Under Secretary.
There are officers in the department whoe are
specially provided to attend to the distribn-
tion of stock.

Item, Tnspectors of Schools: 3 at £528, 2
at £504, 4 at £480, £4,562.

Mr. FOLEY: I have no wish to reduce the
salaries of the inspectors of schools, bwt 1
do think we are spending too wueh money
for the work we are getting, as well ns for
the results whieh are achieved. In my opin-
ion, the gaage as to the svitability of a man
for a position of inspector of schools is the
small mileage that he travels for the work
he performs. One of the inspectors recently
went out from Kalgorlie to Leonorn, where
there are three schools, He inspected {wo of
them, but withont inspecting the third he
went off to Norseman, a distanee of about
‘300 miles. He then eame back to Kaigoorlie,
-and after passing through Leonora, he went
to Wilnna, a distance of over 40 miles. He
inspeeted the school at Wiluna and went back

No.
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to Kalgoorlie without raking in the other
schiool at Lieonora, and was obliged to make a
special trip back to Leonora to inspeetr that
school. If we take into consideration tho
travelling allowance ar 13s. a day for this
man and his other expenses, we must come
to the counclusion that if the oficers in charge
of the department 4o wnt know how to ar-
range things better than that we should get
someone clse to take their positions. 1In
spite of what the member for Kanowna sail
I contend that these inspectors are not in
close touch with the children all the time.
The hon. member alse said that although
there might be more teachers in our country
schools, there were not as many scholars, and
that the inspector had to take into eonsidera-
tion the individual scholars. He is entirely
incorreet in that statement, which could only
have been made by a man whoe had net
studied the question. I know that when he
occupied the position of Minister for Educa-
tion he was heart and soul in the work, hut
I do say that he was prompted by thosc who
occupied high positions in the department.
Jt was stated, when I spoke on a previous
occasion upon the question of inspactors, that
T was prompted by some malcontent in the
Fducation department. That is absolutely
unfair. I would point ont that the inform-
ation I gave to members ag to the amount
of money which was paid for inspections and
to individnal teachers has not yet been re-
futed, and the figures I gave have not been
tound any fault with.

Hon, P. Collier; The member for Kanowna
adid not try to refute them.

Mr. POLEY: The figures 1T gave, which
proved that the State was not getting the
best results for the money that was paid
for the inspeetion of our schrols, are horne
out by the fact that the member for Kan-
owna was unable to refute them, The fig-
ures I used in regard to inspectors can be
obtained from the Public Serviee list. T
do not think there is much use in moving to
reduce the vote bhecause niost of the money
has already been spent for this year. The
majority of the inspeetors are sitnated in
the metropolitan area, which is wrong. The
State, for certain purposes, is divided into
various districts, and I think it would be
desirable to have an inspeetor for the schools
in the Goldfields distriet, another in the Ger-
aldton district, another in the South-West,
and so on. Tf that were done we shonld get
bhetter resnlts. The head teachers in the
metropolitan schools could be sent ont to o ”
inspeetion work, while the present inspectors
could reside in different districts. The in-
spectors should more often be broupht into
eloser toueh with the schools and the sthalars.
There would be better organisation. T hope
next vear when the Estimates are placed be-
fore ms there will be some alteration in the
syvstem now in vogue.

Mr. PICKERTNG: T sunnnrt the memher
for Leonora as to decentralisation in regard
ta inspectorship. Tt would b~ bstter to have
inspectors for different districts. sav one for
the poldfields, another Ffor South.West, an-
other for Geraldton, and so on.
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T fail to grasp what
the idea of the member for Leonora is. He
evidently wanis to send out from the large
schools the head teachers to inspect the out-
lying schools, which really means giving a
holiday to the head masters of the State
schools. While the head master was away
the school over which he presided would suf-
fer. As to plaieng inspeetors in various dis-
tricts, that system is in voguwe at the preseut
time, althongh the inspectors do mot reside in
the districts, The heavy cost of inspecting
the schools was duc to the community heing
so scattered,

Mr. HARRISON: The member for Leon-
ora evidently objected to the cost of the in-
spection of schools beeause the inspectors
did not go about their work in a systematic
manner. They vigited one school, then passed
through a district to another school, travel-
ling a long distance back to the centre from
which place they started fo visit other
schools. The different distriets should bhe
served Dby inspectors at the least possible
cost and the schools efficiently inspected.

Mr. JONES: T am in a quandary. If by
moving a reduction of the vote T thought
that the system of inspecting schaols wonld
be altered and that senior inspectors would be
sent out into the country distriets to do the
inspection work, T would move in that dir-
ection, but probably the intimation now re-
ceived by the department in consequence of
the debate, would serve all the purposes
necessary, I do not want to cut down the
Education vote, but I want to see more effic-
ient inspection in country  distriets,  The
larger schools in popular centres did not re-
quire so mueh iuspeetion as  the country
schools Aid. T desire to see one of the senior
inspectors spend more of his time in the
country, vather than spend it sitting on the
gteps of the lodge doors of the Perth schools.

The PREMIER: The very course which
hon. members desire should be pursned is
actually bheing pursued by the department;
and seme of the comments made this evening
are due to lack of knowledge. Of the nine
inspectors. five reside outside the metropoli-
fan area—one at Kalgoorlie, one at Northam,
one at Geraldton, onc at Creenbushes, and
one at Katanning; so they are well distri-
buted. Congidering the large number of ¢hil-
dren in the wmetropolitan area, it is only
natural that a considerable amount of inspec-
tion is needed in that area. Certain
hon. members do not appear to realise fully

" the high importance of the work of the in-
speetors. It is well that throughout the
length and breadth of Western Australia the
teachers should know that oceasionally inspec-
tors will come to see how the work is per-
formed and how the children ave dealt with.
Tn the Old Country the inspectors are nearly
all Tniversity men.

Hon. T, WALKER: The member for Fre-
mantle is under tbe impression that the head
masters and teachers who are at the summit,
in the educational sense, can do the work of
supervision without any need for inspectors,
But the inspector must visit the school. ex-
amine the children, inguire into the discip-
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line, and report concerning the teacher him-
solf.

The Minister for Works: ¢ must also re-
port regarding the school buildings.

Hon. T. WALKER: Every teacher in
every school must receive a classification,
must have his seniority marked, as to
whether he is keeping up to standard or
going back. And his assistants must he
elassified similarly. As bigher vacancies oe-
cur, men apply for them; and naturally the
department want to know who is fittest for
advancement. ow iz that to be decided if
the schoolmasters are left to judge them-
selves, or left to judge the teachers under
them?* The inspectors compuare the tenchers
at the varions schools with one another.

Mr, FOLEY: The brain of the member for
Fremantle has not been developed sufficiently
to understand plain Australian. The inspee-
tors do not perform the work which is attri-
buted to them by many hon. members. The
Minjster for Works said that in addition to
their educational work these inspectors have
to report on school buildings. If that is a
fact, T shall have something to say regard-
ing the Works Department inspectors who
visit schools, when we reach the Works Fas-
timates.

Hon. W. . Angwin: But they do not go
ronnd continualiy,

Mr. FOLEY: As regards the stationing
of the school inspectors at various ecentres,
if the work of inspection was split up inte
areas, all the work in one arca would be at-
teuded to by one inspector. and there would
be no need to refer evervthing connected

with the edncation of ouwr children to
the head office in FPerth. Tn those econ-
ditiopns only matters of policy would be
referred to the head office. The Bsti-

mates are incorrect, becauvse, whereas it is
stated there are nine inspectors, the total
number is more. There is first the chief in-
spector, then there are three inspectors at £528,
two at £504, and four at £480., That makes
ten altogether. Then there is an assistant
inspector in nature study and an inspector in
manual weork, and an inspectress in needle-
work, '
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With refer-
ence to repairs effected at the schools, if T
had to send an inspector out every time I
received a report, I should have a hig bill to
face for travelling expenses, and in addition
I would require a bigger staff of inspectors.
There are many sehools in the State, and be-
cause of the condition of the finances they have
not been kept in that condition of repair which
should be the case. Now and again we get
reports from the Education Department re-
quiring repairs, and the reports of the inspee-
tors of the Edwcation Department on the
sibject are of such a praectical natnre that
we can decide what to do without sending an
officer down. Inspectors cannot be sent around
to report en the necessity for having a new
lock or a few screws in hinges. It would be
wrong on my part if T did not bear testimony
to the faet, that although T occasionally have
skirmishes with the Eduecation Department, T
receive counsidernble assistance from them by
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reason or the practical and cowmmen sense
mature of the reports of tbeir inspectors,
which reports enable me to save the expense
of sending an inspector of the Works Depart-
ment into the eoumtry. With regard to the
Edueation vote, I have no Jdoubt that the
Dircctor weonld welcome suggestions in the
-direction of enabling him to keep down ex-
penditure, He would theh have a bigger fund
‘to drawn upon for the improvement of the
schools. The sites of some of the schools in
the country were very foolishly chosen in years
gone by, and they are a source of considerable
-expense, but in regard to the sites seleeted
in recent years the suitability of the position
was carefully gone into,

My. HARRISON: I have learnt from the
Director of Eduecation that metric tables are
given in our schools. This is news to me, and
I trust the inspectors will see that the higher
«classes are instructed in that regard, because
in the near futore the knowledge will be re-
quired.

Ttem, Government schools, forage, lodging,
distriet, cleaning, and retiring allowances,
£251,000.

Mr, PICKERING: 1 have no wish to re-
duce the vote, but T draw the attention of the
Minister to the necessity for endeavouring to
raise the qualifications of the teachers in out-
back districts, More highly qualified offcers
should be sent out there. T protest against the
«excessive number of transferences in the out-
back schools. Tt is hopeless to think the chil-
dren can profit by & eourse of education inter-
rupted in consequence of frequent changes of
teachers.

Mr. HARRISON: I think certain things
might he done to save costs. In many of the
country districts it is difficult to keep sehoois
open in consequence of the small attendances
owing to the movements of parents and fami-
lies. Tt all serves to raise the cost per head. If
children were grouped into one sehool the extra
<ost of transport involved would probably be
much less than the salary of an extra teacher,
‘The wuncertificated teacher shonld be kept in
the City, where he pets a better chance of im-
proving his qualifieations. Again, it might be
of advantage to establish boarding-ount schools
where children could attend from Monday till
Friday and return home for their week ends.

Ttem, Principal of Training College, £352.

Mr. FOLEY: The opinion is held that some
of the students at the training college receive
the major portion of their training at the Uni-
versity. If that is correct, how do the tutors
at the trainipg college fill in their time? It i
gaid that the stndents at the training college
are again counted in with the stuodents at the
University.

Ttem, Secondary Schools’ Staft, £10,300.

Mr. HARRISON: Tt would he an advantage
to raise the age at which outback c¢hildren can
win scholarships.

Ttem, Director of Technical Edneation, £354.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T want to impress
upon the Minister the necessity for this officer
having a little more backbone in order that he
may stick wp for his technical schools. While
he is willing at all times to have peace other
schools are keeping pupils awny from the tech-
nical sehools, to their detriment. The result is

that there is a dquplication of system a
increnged cost. | am very glad to hea
people who attend the teehnieal schools £
purpose of taking up home hohbies an
obliged to pay for their tuition. In Frer
there are now 100 students who are pre
i pay for their tuition, because the elass
so full that otherwise they would not 1
mitted. We must stop this overriding «
technical schools by the continuation s
There are many instances in which provi:
made for the teaching of a certain subj
a continuation school when that provisi
ready exists at the technical schools.
shonld these pupils not be sent to the tec
schoolg which are all ready to instruet th
these particular subjects? This state of :
has been hrought about hecause the Di
of Technical Education has not stuek v
his rights.

The PREMIER: T will point this out
Minister, and no doubt the matter will he
into consideration.

Mr, BARRISOXN: Quite a nomber of
people in this State have not been able
themselves absorbed into the walks of L
which they had been fitted as a result of
training at these technical schools. Th
been brought ahout becaunse of certain r
tions which have been made under Arbif
Court awards, supported by the ind
unions. Only a certain number of apprc
can be taken into a certain shop and o
many journeymen according to the numl
adults in that shop.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: That is arrang
that they ean learn their trade properly.

Mr. HARRISON: In the past we ha
ported skilled labour when we have had
State young skilled labour which was w
to be absorbed. Tt is wrong in my opinio!
we shonld not be able to absorb that :
labour for the development of the State.
hers on the Opposition benches shouid 1
rectify the position.

Mr. PICKERING: T regard thia as o
the most important aspects of eduecation
T certainly do not consider the terms ‘‘eol
ation ¢lagses’’ and ‘‘techmical classes'’
synonymous. In the interests of our me
cal population, there should be ample ¢
tnnities for aprenticeship.

Ttem, Manual training, cookery, ete,, £

Mr. IICKMOTT: T think pareuts are
able to teach their echildren to cook, an
manual training might also be cut out.
item should be reduced considerably.

Item, Furniture, books, sale stock,
£10,300,

Mr. SMITH: Tloes this item include
purchase of sehool books, and are those *
books printed as T am given to understar
South Australia? We should print our
school hooks, and thus give emplovment t
own people. Work is rather scaree at the
ernment Printing Office.

The PREMIER: The item does in
books. The hon. member must net asl
whether T will undertake ta have the |
printed in this State. If they ean he pr
Lere, T freel sure it will be done. Copy bhoc
nnderstand, are printed here, The other -
required are obtained from the soure



origin. They are largely copyright. I sball
bring the matter under the notice of the Min-
ister for Education.

Mr. MUXSIE: I hope the Premier will also
bring under the notice of the Minister for Edu-
cation the sobject-matter of the books. A good
deal more Australian history shovld be taught
in our State schools,

Mr, Smith: And a good deal more Aus-
tralian geography.
Mr., MUNSIE: A highly intelligent hoy

whom I know is extremely well versed in the
history of other countries, hut has only a very
slight avguaintance with Australian  history.
Our children shouhbl he taught Aunstralisn his-
tory in order that, for one thing, they may
know the betterment of conditions which has
resulted from the efforts of those who went
before them,

Mr. SMITH: I am surprised to learn from
the Premier that it is compulsory to obtain
school books at the source of origin.

My, Harrison: D¢ you know what copy-
right means?

Mr, SMITH: Surely we have good enough
educationists here to write our children’s
school books. A school book used bere, orig-
nating in America, described TPerth as the
:apital of South Australia. Let our school
shildren use Western Australian books writteu
md printed in Western Australia. T hope the
Premier will look into this matter.

Mr, JONES: This item, I believe, inclundes
ninor repairs. Af present, when a door panel
s broken or a window is smashed, the country
eacher has to apply to the Works Department
0 have repairs effected, and that involves
vaste of time and money in the travelling to
ind fro of Works Department inspectors. The
eacher should be auothorised to have minor
epairs earried out loeally.

Ttem, Tncidental £29,G035.

Mr. DURACK: T have selected thig item
vith the view of testing the feeling of the
lommittee a5 to whether or not a reduction
hould be made in the education expenditure.

would have moved a reduction in the total
ote but for the fact that I understand such
n amendment would not be aceepted.

The CHATRMAXN: I will aceept an amend-
ient for a reduction in the total vote when
11 the items have been discussed.

Mr. DURACK: Then T wili move the amend-
ient later on.

Mr. MUNSIE: If the hon, member will not
wve an amendment to this item, I will do so.

MOoVE—

““That the item be reduced by £140.%’
Tembers have heen asked to point out where
onomies can be carried out in this depart-
ient. Here is where a beginning can bhe made
ithout affecting the efficiency of the depart-
went., Tn the incidental voie, rent iz ineluded
nd my object is to strike at the action of
e previons Government in faking a three
aars’ lease of the palatial establishment in
t. George’s-terrace owned hy Mr. A, E. Mor-
g at £360 a year, a wilful waste of money.
7 sach a thing had bhappened a few years
irlier there would have been a great howl,
tt not a word was said against the previous
ywernment which entered into this arrange.
ent. T realise that nine months of the year

have passed, wnl it is for that reason that I
have moved to reduee the item by £140, which
represents upproxjmately three meonths' rent.
I suppose the balanee has beeu paid. T am
taking this action as a protest against vneat-
ing the buildings in Parliament House grounds
formerly nsed by the KEducation Depart-
ment and which could still have been used, at
any rate until better times returned.

The Minister for Works: They will be oteu-
Tied again in a fortuight.

Hon, P. Collier: Thex have heen empty for
over 18 months,

Mr. DURACK: The amendment of the how.
menther is putting upon us a big responsi-
bility; it would be presumption on my part to
say that n reduction ecould be made on this
item.

Mr, Munsie: Do you not think that the £560°
which is being paid as rent for the Terrace
offieces could have been saved?

Mr, DURACK: The hon, member
net call on ns to answer that guestion.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I intend to support the
hon. member’s amendment as a protest against
this unnceessary expenditure,

The PREMTER: The hon. member’s amend-
ment will not aehieve the objeet he has im
view hecanse the Eduocation Department is in
ocecupation of the premises and a4 lease has
been taken of them for three if not five years.
Even if the department went ont of the pre-
mises to-morrow, the Government would still
be responsible for the rent and T think it
would be diffienlt te find another tenant ta
pay £560 a year.

Mr, Munsic: That shows what a bad bargain
was made.

The PREMIER: T1f the item is reduced
some other branch of the department will have
to suffer hecause the rent will have to he paid.
The incidental vote is made up chiefly of
postage  £1,450; printing and stationery,
£1,300;  travelling expenses  of  teachers,
£3,700; travelting expenses of inspectors,
£2,900; drviving children to school, £3,000;
water, £750: fuel, £850; cleaning chimney,
£35; light, £30; rents and «uarters, £260.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Some of that might
be cut down. The teachers ought to live in
the quarters provided.

The PREMIER: T do not know whether ary
houses are rented in town,

Hon. W. €. Angwin: Yes, there are. The
houses at the school are not stylish enough
for the teachers.

The PREMTER: Then, what is done with
the quarters? Terhaps they are let again, If
not, it certanily is false economy. However,
it will be seen that we cannot reduce the rent
of the building. Tf the amecdment ig carried,
something else will have to suffer.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The same Minister
for Edneation is there now as was there when
the premises were leased. The lease is only
for three years. T think it is the opinion of
the Committee that the lease should not be
renewed. The vacated premises are ahout to
be occupied by the Water Supply Department.

The Premier: Only a part of the depart.
ment.

Hon. W, & ANGWIN: The premises are
too big for a mere part of the department.

should
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Moregver, it will be unwise to distribute the
department over two sets of premises, I hope
the Committee will agree to the amendment as
a protest against the unnecessary leasing of
expensive premises, When tbe Scaddan Gov-
ernment were in power we had premiges just
below Parliament House svitable for the Edu-
cation Department, and the department re-
fused to occupy those premises. We saved
£1,000 a year by bringing the department out
of private premises and housing them in Gov-
ernment property.

My, MUXNSIE: 1f I had any doubt about
the wisdom of the amendment, the remarks of
the Premier wouild have allayed it. He said
that even if they bad te vacate the premises,
they would still have to pay the rent until the
expiry of the lease, and that ther would not
be able to get anything like what they are
paying for the premiszes. On the Address-in-
reply I said it was a deal made to placate a
friend. T still think so.

My, JOHNSTON: If this amendment is
passed 1 hope the Government will take it as
an intimation that they should not remew the
lease of these premises. There is ne more un-
suitable part of the town for a Government
building than at the eastern end of St
George’s-terrace.  The roows, too, are very
small. There is no doubt that the Government
have made a bad bargain in this matter. If
tenders had been invited for offices very muech
better accommodation could have been ob-
tained at less cost.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. DAVIES: T would like the Minister
to take into consideration seme particolars
which I desire to place before him regarding
what is known as the central school at Mid-
land Junetion. Children at this school are tanght
up to the eighth standard, but at the other
gchools in the distriet they are not taken he-
yond the sixth standard. T would peint out
that on one day in every week the boys at
the central school have to go to Perth to take
a metal training course in connection with
their industrial studies, and they are franked
through on the railways each way. I cannot
see why these lads should not be tanght in
this subject at the Aidland Junction eentral
school. With regard to the boys being franked
throngh on the railways, I would alse point
out that children attending the Midland June-
tion technical school from outlying centres for
a manual training course have to pay their
own train fares, and this comes very hard
upon parents who have two or three boys.

The PREMTER: T will point out the matter
to the Edneational anthorities and ask them
to go into it, and to furnish the hon. member
with the information that he desires.

Mr. DURACK: T think the time has arrived
when we should ery a hzlt in regard to this
ridiculons expenditure, and in order to test the
feeling of the Committee I will move an
amendment—

““That the vote, £36(,048, he reduced by
£300.°°

Point of Order.

Mr. Brown: I rise to a point of order. The
whote of division 25 has been passed with the
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exception of the deletion of an amount of
£140.  Lf all the other items have been passed
né advantage can bhe gained by reducing the
total vote.

Mr. Pilkington: The same tbing was done
the other night.

Mr. Brown: Then what was ilone was wrong.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Unfortunately it was
right.

The Premier: It has always been the iule
that once an item on the Estunates has been
passed that item cannot be touched. We have
now passed all these itemis. How, thew, are
we to reduce the total? .

The Chairman: During the discussion on
the London Agency Mr. Holman said it was
his intention at the elose of the debate on
the item, to move that the total vote be re-
duced by n certain amount. At the time I
thought it was an anomaly and [ looked up
““May ™’ and the rule bearing on the ques-
tion in our Standing Orders. | also cousnlted
the Speaker who said that My, Holman wae
within  his  rights; that notwithstanding
that all the items had Deen dealt with
by the Committee it was quite competent for
any member to move that the total vote be
reduced by a eertain amount. The Speaker
said that had been the practice for years,
consequently I held that it was my duty to
recognise the opinion the Speaker had given
and that eansed me to tell the member for
Kimberley that at the close of the items on
the Education vote that I would aceept an
amendment from him to reduee the total
vote. The Speaker alse said that not one of
the items had been passed by the Commit-
tee, they are still before the Committee aud
have not been passed in the way in which
the remier has iondicated.

The Premier: With all due deference we
cannot go back and deal with anv of the
items withent recommitting the Estimatoes.
No one can move to reduce the item Director
of Education by £50, we should have to re-
commit the Estimates to do that, What is
the usc of a member moving fo reduce the
total when we have dealt with all the items?
1 most respect your ruling, Mr. Chairman,
at the same time T have never heard of sueh
a thing as the total vote being reduced.
When an item has becen redoeed it is only a
matter for the clerks to adjust the total
afterwards. If an item is reduced by £100 or
£200, the Committee does wvot reduce the
total by that amount, it is done by the
Clerks, I contend, according to the custom
of the Committee, all the items have been
passed and we cannot now alter any of them
without recommitting the Estimates.

The Colonial Treasurer: For argument
sake, if T ecall item 45 and there is a dis-
cussion, the assumption is that the Commit-
tee have passed all the items hefore that
one. When the Committee have passed all
the items they constitute the grand total.

The Chairman: My contention is that if
a member wishes to reduce the total vote he
cannot make a motion to that effect until the
items have been passed or the items caunot
be discussed.
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The Colonial Treasurer: But you eaunot
go back. You defeat your own argument.
If T am discussing item 69 no member can go
back to item 44, That has been the custom
as long as I ¢an remember.

The Chairman: The member for Kimber-
ley does not desire to go back on items;
he thinks the total is too high.

The Colonial Treasurer: The member for
Kimberley would have been within his
rights in moving to reduce any of the items,
but to pass the items and then say we can
go back on the total is contrary to the cus-
tom of the Committee. What item would
the amount he taken off if an amendment to
reduce the total is ecarried? We cannot go
hack on itemns, that is a recognised principle.
When all the items have been passed the
total amount of the vote is passed. The
member for Kimberley could have moved to
reduce any of the items but not now. If the
amendment of the member for Kimberley is
accepted we start the genmeral discussion
again.

Hon. P. Collier: I submit that your ruling,
Mr. Chairman, is perfectly sound. As a mat-
ter of fact we have not passed any item, we
bave merely been discussing the items, no
vote has been taken except to reduce an item.
No vote has been taken on any of the items,
thoy are set out for the information of mem-
bers. A member calls item No, 10 or item
No. 20, whichever it may he to discuss it,
but no vote is taken,

Mr, Bmith: We took a vote on item 16.

Hon. P, Collier: To reduce it, that does
not say we have passed any item. The
Chairman puts the total vote now and the
Committee have the right to earry that vote
or reject it. We have the power fo vote
‘‘No,”’ to strike it out entirely. And if we
have the right to reject the whole vote, we
bhave the power to reduce it. The Chairman
puts the total, £360,000 and we may decide
to strike it out, therefore, we can reduce it.
That has been the practice as long as T have
been here,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt is never done.

Hor. P, Collier: T think it has beer done.
I recoliect an amendment moved to reducc
the total vote. The Chairman puts the ques-
tion that the vote stand as printed, then it
is competent to move to reduce it. True, we
cannot go back for the purpose of discus-
sion, because if that was permissible the de-
bate would be interminable. We do not go
back and start item No. 1 again, but we can
rednce a total vote,

12 o’clock, midnight.

Hon. T. Walker: Al questions put from
the Chair are debatable, If they are dehat-
ahle. that means thev are liable to amend-
ment, and consequently subject to the vote
of the Conmittee, one way or the other. If
weg have finished the matters upon which we
can vote or move amendments when we have
passed the last item, then there is no neces-
gity to put the question from the Chair.
But, if it is put from the Chair, it is sub-
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mitted to the diseretion of the Conunittee,
[t ought not to be neeessary to have a vote
at all upon the total, which is merely a
total; but, once the question iz submitted
from the Chair, once the motion is put, that
very instant it becomes the property of the
Committee,

The Colonial Treasurer: Assuming that we
had reduced each of thesc items during the
discussion, what then?

Hon. T. Walker: I do not care how the
question is stated from the Chair: if it ie
stated from the Chair, it is a question for
the Committce. The evil lies in having to
put it from the Chair. But, again, thera
may be this slight wisdom in it: we may
have been going through the items carelessly,
or perhaps sleepily; and, when we get to the
vote, we wake up and discover our error;
and then the opportunity is given us to cor
rect our érror.

Mr. Brown: Then start back from the first
item?

Hon. T. Walker: No; reduce the entire
vote, and leave it to the Government to ap-
portion the reduction among the items.

My, Pilkington: The reduction can  be
spread over any of the items.

Hon. T. Waulker: Exactly. But now we
are asked the plain question, will we oagree
to a certain lump sum being given to the
Government? Suppose we negative the vote
and do not give the Government a pemmy,
‘What will the Government do then?

Member: Go to the country.

Hon. T. Walker: Possibly; the Government
could do many things.

The Premier: I have ne desire to question
the Chairman’s ruling.

Hon. T. Walker: The Chairman’s ruling is
sound, and the only thing for us to do is nll
to vote against the propesed amendment.

The Chairman: If any member disputes
my ruling, and submits his dissent in writ
ing, 1 shall be bound to submit it to the
Speaker.

Mr. Brown: Under the Chairman’s ruling,
it will be neecessary for us in future to take
a division on every item.

Hon. T. Walker: No. But I rise to a poini
of order. A ruling bas been given, and there
can be no further diseussion unless a membe
moves to dissent from the ruling.

Committee Resumed.
Mr. DURACK: I mave—
“¢That the total of the vote be reduced
by £500,7?
Amendment put, and a division taken witl
the following result:—

Ayes .. s .. o011
Noes .. .. .. ..o 27
Majority against .. 16
AYES,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Pickering
Mr. Broun Mr. Pllkington
Mr. Durack Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Underwood
Mr. Money Mr. Brown
Mr, Nalrn (TPeller.)
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WOES.
Mr. Apgwin Me. Lelroy
Mr. Chesson Mr. Laiey
Mr. Colller AMr. Mitchetl
Mr. Davles Mr. Mullany
Mr. Foley Mr. Munsia
Mr. Gardiner Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Goorge Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. Green Mr. R. T. Roblnson
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Hocke
Mr. Harrigon Mr. Smith
Mr, Hudson Mr. Walker
Mr. Johnston Mr. Willcock
Mr. Jones Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Lambert (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Vote (as reduced to £359,908) put and
passged.

[Ar. Foley took the Chair.]

Department of Public Works, Hon. W. J.
George, Minister.

Vote—DPublic Works and Buildings, £120,.-
019:

The MINISTER YOR WORKS (Houn: W. J.
George — Murray-Wellington) [12.15 am.]:
Hon. members will find that whereas laglk year
the expenditure was £107,161, the estimated
expenditure this vear is £120,019. This in-
crease is aceounted for by a number of uu-
foreseen extras, amongst which is one which
came upon us through what is commonly
called an act of God. I rvefer to the heavy
floods for which £10,000 had to be fourd to
nssist the road boards and others in making
good the damage, In addition, an examina-
tion of the Fremantle wharves disclosed the
fact that the ravages of the teredo have been
serious and a sum of £135,000 had to be pro-
vided there for repairs. In previous years a
much larger sum had to be provided bnt it
was arranged to spread the expenditure over
a number of years. There is a sum of £1,250
provided for the maintenance of the Perth-
Fremantle-road. That road was put into com-
plete order by the Scaddav Goversment anid
the maintenance of it should have been a
charge against the various road boards aml
municipalities in the districts through whieh
it passes. Those hodies, however, did not do
anything, and the Government had to take the
step of maintaining the road and the cost was
deducted from the subsidies given to the dif-
ferent road boards and municipalities. It ie
perfeetly true there is a reduction in the sub-
sidies to road boards and municipalities aod
no road board now will receive more than £300
per year, while the municipalities will receive
no subsidy at all, except for the first four
months of the year. The amount provided for
road hoards and municipalities for the year
1916-17 amounted to £36,000 and this year is
£28,000. Tn addition to the other troubles we
have had great storms on the coast, with the
result that something like £8,000 or £9,000 had
to be provided for repairs to jetties at daif-
ferent ports on the Norfh-West coast, and
only within the last few wecks a eyclone at
Onslow necessitated the expenditure of £1,500
in repairs.

i

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That takes place every
vear,

The MINISTER FUOR WORKS: The
amount set down for bnildings is £31,939, bnt
that is practically all maintenance work,
There will be a recurring «Jemand every year
in this conuection as we have ro many huild-
ings throughout the State, and the mainten-
auee has not been kept up to the mark as it
should have been. That means, of eourse,
that every year there is additional expense.
It is only right that 1 shoull say in connee-
tion with the staff charges that thore has been
a considerable reduction, spreading over a
number of years, In 1912-13 the actual sal-
aries paid amounted to £57,697 and the inei-
dental expenses were £17,162. This year the
estimated amount of salaries is £38,074 and the
expenses about £7400. It is trne that the ex-
penditure has come down counsiderably, as in
1912-13 the total was £1,433,693, whereas in
the vear 1917-18 the estimate is £654,523. Tn
conneetion with the salaries paid by the De-
partment, there is a econsiderable amount of
work dane for the Cemuonwealth for which
we get a reconp, and in the year 191§.17 this
totalled £3,772.  To show hon. members that
the guestion of the reduetion of staif has not
heen lost sight of, T may state that from .July
of last year to. February of the present year
the reductions have numbercd 36 representing
in salaries £7,657. Five officers have been put
on whose salaries amount to £706. The net
reduction therefore has been 31 officers and
the net saving £6,945. Tt is only right that
I should fell the Committee some of the diffi-
culties, which will serve to show that although
this reduetion in salaries has beem made, it
does not necessarily mean that the Estimates
will be reduced fo the full extent. For ex-
ample, I have here a list of mne officers whose
snlaries for the full year would represent
£2,846. The total amount actually payable
will be £4,945 Hds. T would like also to say
that the work of the Public Works Depart-
ment comprises many things. We have rail-
way congtruction, public buildings, lands re-
sumption works for all departments; we rent
all the offices that may be required, we reswine
all lands and properties, we are respensible
for all premises resumed and we control 414
tenaats, recceiving £8,631 in rents. We also
maintain all buildings and generally do all in
our power in the interests of the State.

General debate concluded: items discussed
as follow:—

Ttem —Engineer-in-Chief, £1,300.

Mr, MUNSIE: T draw attention to the fact
that in the next group of the Estimates there
are 23 engineers, I would like some explana-
tion. Undquestionably public works have not
been going on as in the past. Have any -en-
gineers heen retired?

The MIXNISTER FOR WOREKS: T have
here a list of officers who have been retired.
including eight cngineers. The staff has been
and till is bheing revised to hring it into pro-
portion with the amount of work going on.
The work of amalgamating the Water Supply
Department and the Public Works Deruu-i-
ment is heing carricd on on this prineiple:
there is a large number of enginecrs there,
Tt is the endeavour of the department to act



a3 fairly as possible, but we intend from out
of the combined staffs ta keep only those who
are best fitted to carry out the work.

Hon. P. Collier: Have those engineers been
retired since the Estimates were prepared?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, since
Christmas. Some have been retired during the
last fortnight. I am sorry that it should have
been necessary, because some of those dis-
pensed with are very fine men. However, we
have not the work for them, and so we had to
refire them,

Ttem—>Prineipal Architeet, £600.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I take it there should
be a reduction in the architectural braneh as
well as in the engineering branch.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Chief
Architect, Mr. Beasley, has been retired, and
the second in charge of the drawing office also
has been retired. ~ We do a lot of work for
the Commonwealth, including preparation of
plans, and I am sure that at present every
officer on the list is required. The Under See-
retary is very keen on doing the right thing,
and wherever there iz an officer without work
we intimate to him that he must go.

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: That is not real re-
trenchment, because these officers were pre-
vigusly paid out of loan. Their going makes
no difference to the revenue.

Item—Supervisors, £2,220.

Mr, MUNSIE: I recognise the necessity for
distriet inspectors, but on what grounds eau
the Mimister justify the employment of 10
supervisorg?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There were
10 last year, but this year there are nine. One
went in February. Those still on the staff
are fully employed.

Ttem—DMaintenance and construetion main
road Caves, £700. )

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Minister told
us what he was doing abont the Fremantie
road. Having regard te the difference in
traffic, the amount spent on the Caves road is
out of proportion with that spent on the Fre-
mantle road. 1t has always been the idea in
Parliament to cnt this down, but this year an
increase has been provided for. The same
amount of money that was provided last year
should be quite sufficient to keep this road in
repair, and the road board should be satisfied
with what they are getting. T hope the Minis-
ter will look inte the matter.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I have been
very closely into this question and had a special
inspection made. It was found that there was
a place along the road at which a land slide
had oceurred, and that this constituted a dan-
ger to those who used the road. The road
hoard did not apparently take much notice of
it. I questioned the expenditure on the road,
and wanted to se¢ how the Government were
benefiting from it. T wnas assured that the
traffic along the road was large and was ereated
principally hy visitors. The provision of
prorer facilities for access to the caves meant
an inereass in the number of people who wonld
vigit them, and this meant additional revenue
to the railway department. T am assured that
the amonnt received by the railway department
is very largely in excess of what is being
spent on the road. Tt seemed to me, therefore,
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that it we pnt this road into repair and kept
it in repair the State would get a considerable
amount of revenue. The extra amount on the
Estimates was put there on account of the
land slide.

Item—Repairs to Roads and Bridges dam-
aged by floods, £10,000.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIX: This is adopting a
practice which Parliament in the past has
thought to be objectionable. The item, too, is
misleading when read in eonjunction with the
footnote, under whick the Minister may grant
this money to a local authority under such
conditions as he may determine. Aceording
to the item this money can only be used for
roads and bridges damaged by floed.

The Minister for Works: That is all it
has been used for, I helicve.

Hon., W. €, ANGWIN: Members in the
past have objected to any item which can
be wsed at the discretion of the Minister in
this way. This precedent is an undesirable
oune. The Estimates should show what road
boards are to get the momney. It has heen
the practice that no grant should be made
to any local authority unless it was set down
in the Tstimates.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
floods occurred at the time the Estimates
were heing made vp, and owing to the ser-
iousness of the reports that were made we
were obliged to provide this item. Not a
penny of the money has been given without
full consideration, and in many instances the
engineers have been sent out to examine in-
to the justice of the claims. “In one ease
claim was sent in for £800 in connection
with damage done to five roads, but upon
inquiry it was learned that not one penny
had been spent upon these roads. I have
endeavoured to divide the money fairly
amongst the different people, and bave not
given one penny except in the case of dam-
age by flood. In cases where it has been im-
pessible to send an engineer w¢ have made
it clear that if it is found when he does
go round that the money has not been pro-
perly expended the amovnt will be de-
ducted from next year’s subsidy.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I ean corroborate what
the Minister has said so far as the York
clectorate is concerned. Ona of the boards
referred to by him made a somewhat un.
reasonable demand, but had justice meted
out to it.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: One wounld not ex-
pect a member to say anything different.

My, GRIFFITHS: They got nothing like
the amount they asked for. I know that the
most careful investigation wasz made by the
departmental officers into the justice of the
claims.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: T aceept the Minis.
ter’s assurance.

Ttems, Additions and repairs to wharves,
jetties, stockyards, tramways rolling stock,
lighthouses, wharf beacons, ete., and dredg-
ing at Albany, £27,000,

Hon. W. C. Apngwin: 1 bave no desire
to obiect to this item, except insofar as it
represents an innovation in the preparation
of the Estimates. T remcmber that doring
a Treasurership of the Hon. Frank Wilson
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the WEstimates were sent back to be re-
printed and re-submitted for this very rea-
son. The amount is ghown im a lump sum,
instead of the ncvessary information being
given to enable members to learn for what
purposes the money is asked. It ig true that
these are re-votes representing moneys pre-
vipusiy granted, but not extended at the 30th
June last. However, instead of piving that
information, the Government show these
aniounts as decrcases. An endeavour is be-
ing made in this item to establish a very
dangerous precedent, to which this Chamber
has previously expressed its strong objec-
tion. I ask the Minister, before we pass
this item, to give us his assurance that this
will not oceur again.

The MINISTER POR WORKS: I ask the
Commiittee to accept my assurance that there
was no such objeet or purpose as throwing
dust in the eyes of amy hon. member. 1
wonld have liked more money than repres-
ented by this item, but the Treasurer
showed himself iraseible. Many of our jet-
ties were built 20 to 30 years ago, and neces-
sarily eall for considerable cxpenditure in
maintenance. For example, damage from the
teredo has necessitated large remewals of
piles. The pressure of wind and water dur-
ing recent storms simply broke off numbers
of teredo-eaten piles as if they were pipe-
stems. At Onslow we estimated £1,800 for
repairs to the jetty, but the progress of the
work has diselosed that a mueh larger ex-
penditure will be involved. On the Viectoria
Quay £15,000 will be spent this vear. Re-
nowals in Broome jetty have ahsorbed fully
£3,000. The Point Sampson jetty has needed
£3,500, and general repairs fo jetties and
tramways £3,500 also. Port Hedland fore-
shore called for the expenditure of £1,500,
And the Balla Balla jetty for £1,200. These
ate things we could not have foretold. Al-
though this item asks for £27.000, I shall be
well satisfied if we get out of it at all with
£37,000, The work has to he done. If T am
n my present position next year, I shall take
care that full particulars are givenm in the
1918-19 Estimates,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: These are re-votes,
unexpended votes from the last finaneial year.
These are not new works.

The Minister for Works: Butl the work has
to be done.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: True; but we ought
to know how the money is to be spent. Fall
details ought to be furnished. T repeat, the
Chamber was highly indignant at the pre-
vious attempt to establish this dangerous pre-
cedent, and refused to proceed with the Esti-
mates, which therefore had to be re-printed
and re-submitted. This should be shown as
excess expenditure. Members should have an
opportuntty of seeing what the money iz ex-
pended on,

ITtem, Perth Government House and Al-
bany Government cottage. etc., £2,160.

Hon. W, (", ANGWIN: The amount voted
for this item last year was £830 and £760
was spent. On account of the times we are
going through it should have heen unneces
sary to expend a considerable sum of money
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in furnishing the Govermmnent cottage at Al
bany. The house was handed over for the
use of the military authorities some time
ago, and | think very bad taste was shown
in taking the place back again. As a con-
valescent home for soldiers there was no bet-
ter place in the town, and now these unfor-
tunrate men have been deprived from using
it further. I know that the money has al-
ready heen spent, hut as a protest against the
action of the Government in refitting the
house when things financially are so bad, [
am going to move an amendment. I move—
““That the item be reduced by £30.7’

AMr. Smith: Make it £2,000.

Hen, W. C. ANGWIN; I want to show that
the action of whoever was responsible for
the expenditure of sueh a huge sam of money
in re-furnighing this house at Albany, meets
with the disapproval of this Chamber.

Mr, SMITH: I intend to support fhe hon.
member and T am only sorry that he has not
gone further and moved to strike out the
item altogether. Tt is ahsurd that this bard-
up State should agree to sueh extravagant
expenditure on a summer residence for the
tiovernor. Already the Governor is costing
this country something like £10,000 annually,
a figure which is quite absurd when it is com-
pared with the money spent by other States
for the upkeep of the wvice-regal establish-
ments.

Mr. Johnston: Tt is an expensive luxury.

Mr. SMITH: At any rate it is mueh more
than we can afford and we shounld now step in
and endeavour to eut down the expenditure.
If a house was required for the Governor
it Albany, one conld have been rented at a
cost of about £60, and we would have then
saved £2100.

The Minister for Works: Oh, no.

My, SMITH: Then it certainly wonld not
have cost more than £160, and the saving
then wonld have been £2,000. A Government
which wants to suspend its sinking fund and
also wants to repudiate its just debts, is
spending meney lavishly in keeping up an
ornamental Government house. The position
is absurd. This item represents sheer ex-
travagance. I will support the amendment.

[1 o’clock a.m.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I hope the
hon. member will not press the amendment.
As the Premier explained the other evening,
the Government have certain obligations to
the Imperial Government.

Hon. P. Collier: This is not one of them.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There was
at Rottnest a residence belonging to the Im-
perial Government. It was arranged by a
previous Government te purchase a house at
Albany and exchange it for the building at
Rottnest. This house at Albany was handed
over to the military as o hospital. But the
Governor had his rights in connection with
it, and if he asked for the house we could not
withhold it.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: He torned out the
soldiers in order to get possession of the
house, .

Mr. Johnston: And went to Albany and ad-
vised the people there to practice economy,



924

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt was not
a question of hiring a house at Albapy for
the Governor, becavse this particular houss
had been purchased outright, The bill for
the furniture was closely scrutinised.  His
Excecllency himself agreed to a number of
pmall economies in furnishing and renovating
the house. If His Excellency demanded the
house from the soldiers we had to let him
have it, because of our obligation to the Tm-
perial Government.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am ineclined to agree
with the member for North Perth und strike
out the whole of the itew, notwithstanding
that the moncy has been already spent. It
waould at least serve to show the people what
we think of the business. To ineur thig in-
creased expenditure on the Albany residence
right in the midst of war is indefensible, I
was a member of the Government that in
a weak moment purchased this residence at
Albany. 8ince then the late Governor re-
nounced his right to it, and it was fixed up
as a military Lospital. One is astonished to
learn that some who preach patriotism and
economy indecently turn round and decline
to practice it. His Excelleney preached econ-
omy to the people of Albany just after
£1,350 had been expended on fixing up his

summer vesidence at Albany., T do not
know who was responsible for this,
unless the military authorities were. To ineur

this expenditure merely to give the Governor
a few weeks at Albany during the summer,
and at a time when the strictest cconomy
should be observed in all directions, is ecer-
tainly extraordinary, It is in fact a criminal
expenditure. Those who are responsible for
this cannot now utter a word about ecomomy
or patriotism, at all events while the war lasts.

Mr. H. ROBINSOX: During the residence of
the late Governor in Albany, at the time when
Lady Barron left Western Australia, His Ex-
cellency found that he was unable to oceupy
the building himself and handed it over to
the anthorities for use as a hospital. Much
ag the people of Albany protested against the
removal of the soldiers from this hospital, and
though they did all they could to mzke their
stay a happv one, they received definite in-
formation that the military authorities were
determined on the score of economy to trans-
fer the boys to hogpitals in the metropolitan
area. Tt will thus be seen that the Governor
adid not himself demand that this building
should be returned to him for his own use.
If hon. members were to see the state of the
furnishings of this dwelling they would not
complain of this item. Tt is not right to look
upon this expenditure as coming out of one
year’s Estimates only. The residence was
bought for the Governor of the State.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why can he not put up at
the Freemascns® lotel as other people, who
are just as good as he is, do?

Mr. H. ROBINXSOXN: The stairs are abso-
lutely bare of carpet and the whole place re-
quires renovating. The only objection I can
ge¢ in the matter is that the Government hare
not collected from the Federal authorities the
eost of this renovation. When the building
was handed over as a hospital the people of
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Allany partiy furnisbed it, and renovated it
free of cost, and the £400 which was spent
on renpvating should be collected from the
Federal authorities.

The Minister for Works: We cannot do that.
Tbhe Federal authorities did a lot of work to
the place, and this was set off against the other
expenditure.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: The furnishing that
was done by the Federal authorities was dis-
graceful, 1 understand that it is part of the
conditions that His Excellency should be pro-
vided with a summer residence.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is a condition which
should not be insisted upon in these times.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: I understand it is the:
intention of the Governor to reside in Albauy
for six months in every year.

Mr. JONES: His Excellency must have suf-
fered many hardships during the time that he
occupied this dwelling, for we have heard that
he had no carpet on the stairs.

Hon. P. Collier: Especially in war time.

Mr, JONES: T know of hnndreds of houses,
the stairs of which have no carpets on them.
Now we find that an economy Government
is prepared to spend the sum of £1,200
in fornishing and renovating this house.
Auyhow, the entire expenditure was ntterly
unneeessary. In reply to a question asked in
this Chamber, T was informed that the cot-
tage had been lent by the State Government
to the Federal Government at the desire of the
then Governor, Sir Harry Barron, and that
upon hiz retirement the arrangement had auto-
matically eeased. Evidently, upen that gen-
fleman’s retirement it became unnecessary to
have a convalescent home for returned soldiers
at Albany; and, at the same point of time, it
became netessary to furnish and renovate the
cottage for the use of the present Governor.
That, T suppose, is one of the results of our
having imported CGovernors. However, that
gystem will come to an end presently. I am
satisfied even hon. members opposite, in their
National desire te win the war and praetise
economy, will support the motion for redue-
tion of this scandalons item.

Mr. JOHNSTON: A perusal of these Eati-
mates must convinee the Committec that the
upkeep of the Governor’s cottage at Albany
and of Government House, and of the office o
State Governor, represents altogether too ex-
pensive a luxury for onr small population of
300,000 odd with a deficit of twoe milliona.
Even in prosperons times I was one of those
who regretted that the office of Governor was
filed. T do not wish to see a Governer’s resi-
denee anywhere in Western Australin. The
gooner we get rid of this expensive office and
of its expensive appeniages, the better. I may
mention that o one day the Governor’s rail-
way car went down to Albany, taking the staff
and that on the following day His Excellency
went down te Albany by motor car. Tmmedi-
ately upon arrival there His Exeellency ddeliv-
ered that inspiring address on ¢conomy.

The Prewier: [t was the Governor’s own
motor car, and it took him to Albany at his
own expense.

Mr. JOAKSTON: No douvbt; but it will he
extremely difficnlt te induce the people to prac-
tise economyv. as desired hy the Premier and
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the Governor, unless those who preach the gos-
pel of eeonomy fortify precept with example.
I support the reduction of this item.

Amendment put, and a dirision taken with
the following result: —

Ayes .. .. .. .. 18
Noes .. 12
Majority for .. .. 6
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Myr. Luley
Mr, Brown Mr. Mullapy
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munsls
Mr, Collier Mr. Rocke
Mr., Davies Mr. Smith
Mr. Green Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Walker
Mr. Johnston Mr. Wlillcock
br, Jomes Mr. Q'Loghlen
(Toller.)
NoES.
Mr. Broum Mer, Lefroy
Mr, Gardiner Mr. Pickering
Mr, George Mr. H. Reoblnson
Mr. Griffiths Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr, Harrlson Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Hardwlck
{Teller.)

Amendment thus passed. _

Ttem, Claremont Hospital for Tusane, Reno-
vations, £2,400.

Mr, SMITH: That seems to be a large
amount. The Minister might enlighten the
Committee,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This money
is for very necessary painting and repairs.
There has been practically no painting done at
the institution for eight or nine years, and the
consequence is that the exposed parts of the
woodwork are absolutely perishing. A report
was made and I personally inspected the place
and saw immediately that unless something
was done this year the cost of effecting re-
pairs next year would be considerably more.
Inside some of the places the condition is
such that they are unfit for habitation, There
has been no caleimining done for many years
and the walls are reeking with accumulated
dirt. The sponting too is out of repair and the
water instead of being conducted away from
its proper course is going down the walls ani
spoiling the place. 1 tried to let the work of
painting by contract, but T could not see how
it could be done. Unless the painting iz done
thoroughly now it may as well be left undone.
It would be wicked waste not to attend to
these repairs at the present time. I can as-
sure hon. members if I had £50,000 I could
easily spend it on repairs to public buildings
throughout the State. Whoever will have to
prepare these Estimates next year will be
compelled to spend a great deal more on re-
novations, and if the mouvey is not spent
oext vear, 10 or 15 per cent. will have to
b added to the iotal in the following year.
1t is madness to allow buildings to get into
such a state of disrepair. Take Parliament
House. in places the water has been coming
through the walls, What is the reason?
Neglect. TUnless Parliament is prepared to

find money for maintenance. the bhuildings
will go to the devil. TRegarding the Clare-
mont Asylum, if the hon. member will place
his car at my disposal, T will convinee him
of the urgent necessity  for ecffeeting re-
pairs, and if T canuot convinee him, 1 will
see that he remains in  Claremont perman-
catly,

Vote (as redured to £119964) put and
passed.

This completed the Estimates of the Pub-
lie Works Department.

Department of Attorney (ieneranl, Hon, R.
T. Robinson, Minister.

Vote—Attorney General, £77,864:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon, R. T.
Robingson—Canning) (1.38 a.m.]: The sum-
mary given on the front page of the Estimates
will show hon. members that there is an in-
crease in this department of £10,266 over
and above the expenditure of last year, an
inerease which is caused entirely by both
the Legislative Council and Legislative As-
sembly elections which necessitated a geo-
eral vote of £9,000. The remainder. £1,200,
can bhe accounted for by two extranecus
items, the first being the retiring leave of
the Registrar of Titles, £756, and the second
an increase of £531 caused by granting
special leave to officers with the wmilitary
forces. Under Awards and Law Courts
there is a standing vote of £1,000, hut of
that only %493 was spent last year, and on
this vote therefore there is shown a paper
increase of £507. As regards the general
position of the department, economies are
not shown in their true value in comparing
this vear’s Estimates with last year’s vote
because the expenditure of the department
has been gradually reduced ever since the
beginning of the war. For instance, in
1613-14 the Crown Law Department’s sal-
aries amounted to £7,541; to-day they arve
estimated at £6.051. Tun 1913-14 the salaries
nf the Electoral Department were £2,223;
to-day they are estimated at £2,154. The
Titles Office has becn reduced from £11,282
fo £9945, and Magistraey from £16,237 to
£15,164.

Hon. T. Walker: How was that effected?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The redue-
tions amount to £3,965 in that department
alone, but on the other hand the SBupreme
Court figures have increased from £7.183 to
£8.142. The total decrease is £6.810. We
have a considerable increase in the probate
and curator’s staff, mainly due to the re
quirements of the service, which were so ably
pointed out by the select committee on Su-
preme Court trust funds, Effect has heen
given to the recommendations in that report.
The cost of that office has also much in-
creased on account of the soldiers’ estates.
Tt must also be pointed out that while the
probate work has largely increased. litiga-
tion in this State has decreased considera-
bly.  Miscellaneous and econtingency votes
have increased from £32,000 to £36,000. Hut
this is not a fair comparison es regards ex-
tra expense for the general elections werr
thrown in on us this wyear. So, to w-
proper comparisons. we should withdrar
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item for general electiens. Generally speak-
ing, the revenue of this department is drop-
ping. Before the war it amounted to
£83,000, whereas to-day it is £79,000. As 1
have pointed out, economies have been ecare-
fully studied right through the department.
Personally I do not think it is possible to
get the saluries reduced any more without
impairing the efficiency of the department,
[n the administration this year extreme
care has been taken +to effect econmies
in all votes controlled by the depart-
ment, such as incidental votes and the
like, and although we have to a great
extent gone through the year, yet taking the
first six months the total expenditure is
£34,280 whilst it will be observed the total
for the year is £77,864; so if the £34,000 he
doubled it will be seen that we are £8,000 or
£9,000 within the margin., I hope that wil
be maintained. The difficulty just now is that
revenue is not being maintained, and it is im-
possible to forecast what money we are to get
in for probates. There is a heavy item, '‘sub-
sidised clerks.’’ Those officers perform work
in other departments whete their gervices mre
required. A great deal of work is perfoined
by the officers of my department for the Trea-
sary. Then those officers work as land agents,
as shipping magters and in many other con-
nections. The one salary is alone paid, and
no reeoup is Made to us in respeet of any of
those items. Thobe clerks also petform work
for the Commonwealth Government in ronnec-
tion with old-age pensions, invalid pensions,
soldiers’ pensions and the like, The fees
from the Commonwealth Governiient for this
work are paid into the Treasuty by the Com-
monwenlth Government.
Mr. Lutey: Ts your department not credited?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, The
moeney goes into the Treasury. So the salaries
in the Attorney (General’s office really appear
a little higher than the work of the depart
ment itself warrants,
General {cbate conehided:
ay follows—
Itetn—Registrar of Titles and Deeds, £90.

Mr. JOHNSTON: What is the policy of the
Covérnment in regard to filling the position
of Registrar? 1 understand that Mr. Buort
has retired, but T do not see any provision
made in the Estimates for the filling of the
position. T would alse like to know whether
the Minister considers the provision of fire-
proof safes in the Titles Office is adequate.
I understand that the position causes grave
anxiety to the officers coneerned in the safety
of the documents deposited there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The posi-
tion of Registrar need not be filled for the
moment, because Mr, Buort s really still
Registrar. He is now enjoyihg 12 meonths?
leave, which is usual in the case of an officer
of his length of service. Mr. Glyde is dis-
eharging the duties in the meantime and is
quite capable of filling the office until a per-

items diseuzsed

e sointment is made. The position

mited to be filled when the 12

e 2 ve shall have expired. In regard
PRt

in, and the general condition of

'flice, the situation has always
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given me a certain amount of worry, because
I am aware that the valuable documents con-
tained in the department are not as well
housed and cared for as they should be. Nor
is the building as safe from fire as one
would like. We ean only hope that
no disaster oeccurs before that time when
we shall house zll the departments uwunder one
roof. In the event of all the Government
offices being housed under one roof it will he
my endeavour to see that the Titles Office is
constituted very largely as one big safe.

Item, Magistrates, £7,545.

Mr, WILLCOCK : Will the Attorney General
inform the Committee what the policy of the
Government iz in regard to these magistrates?
The magistrate at Geraldton is said to be well
over the age of G0, and some people in Gerald-
ton think he should be retired. The same thing
might be said of other magistrates in the
State.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Probably
two or three of our magisrates have reached
the retiring age, but at Jeast two of those [
have in mind are strong and virilé men and
quite eapable of performing their daties. In
the case of the mah who has spént 4 great
many years in the gervice of the Btate we have
to remember that the pension rates wpon re-
tirement would be very heavy. The whole mat-
ter is, however, receiving close attention, and
if the opportunity occiirs of effecting certain
changes in this way I shall not hesitate to
aveil myself of it.

Item, Registrar, Master, ete., £804.

Mr. TEESDALE: This seems to be a princely
salary to pay to this officerr 1 understand
that he is getting on in years, and that it
might be possible to retire Wim. Can the At-
torney General afford us any information in
regard to this position?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The dnties
of this officer are many, and he occupies many
positions of trust. Fe has the sole manage-
ment of the estates of pergsons of unsound
mind, and of all prisouers’ estates, and in
addition to other duties supervises the routine
work of the Supreme Court. Mr. Moseley is
one of the most respectedt officers in the ser-
viee; and is very highly qualified. There is no
question abont his ability to conduct the office
of which he is in charge, and he is physically
capable of doing it. It is very questionzble as
to whether it 35 advisable to dispense with
the services of any officer merely becanse he
has reached the age of 60, The deputy re-
gistrar, Mr. Sherard, is elso a capable officer
and is kept well employed.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Mr., Moseley's funections
are of a semi-juditial character. He is a
man of greit experience and ahility, and it is
generally recognised that it would be difii-
cnlt to get another officer as competent as
he is,

Ttem, Official Receiver in Bankruptey.

Mr. PTCKERING: T notice that there is
no provision made for this officer. Will the
Attorney General kindly explain the mat-
ter?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Owing to
this officer having joined the AJLF. the
country has been saved the expense of his
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saiury, The office is being carried on by the
second in command,

Item, Incidental, £6,50u.

Mr. H ROBINBON: Will the Attorney
General  give the Committee some informa-
tion coucerning what is undoubtedly a large
sum of money under this heading?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have here
an analytical statement showing how every
peuny of this amount is being spent. It
includes those items, such us postage, rent,
travelling expenses, and so on, which are
common to tmost other departments.

2 o'cloek am.

Ttem, Extra assistance in the preparation of
electoral rolls, ete., £5,000.

Mr. SMITH: Perhaps there is not much to
cavil at in this item, but I wish to refer to
the fees paid to returning officers at elections.
The practice has beer to employ well-paid ciril
gervants for this work. A case has just come
nnder my notice where the accountant in the
Colonial Secretary’s Department and general
manager of the State Hotels and Chairman of
the I'ire Brigades Board has been further
appointed returning officer for the fortheom-
ing Legislative Council elections, for perform-
ing which duty he will receive a fee of three
guineas.

Mr. Willeock: Seven guineas, I believe.

Mr. SMITH: This is most unfair, Jany
civil servants receiving small salaries could do
the work of a returaning officer, and they should
be allowed to do it; or, better still, the
appointment could be given to a returmed sol-
dier. [ hope that in connection with future
elections the Attorney General will take care
that highly paid efficiais are exempt from these

ood things.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As the hon.
member may have observed from the Press, I
have anticipated his suggestion. T gave the
Elgctornl Registrar a general order that in the
conduet of elections returned soldiers were to
be employed wherever possible, though he was
not to take that as an order that respensible
positions were to be filled by untrained men,
because in clections mistakes must not be made.
There are, undoubtedly, in connection with
elections, many positions which can he filled
by returned soldiers; and this has in fact heen
done. Until the member for North Perth men-
tioned it, I was nmaware that Mr. Camphell
had been appointed returning officer. An
officer less fully occupied than Mr. Camphell
will in future be appointed to that position.

Ttem, Awards and law costs, £1,000.

Mr. TEESDALF: What is the meaning of
this item?

The ATTORNXEY GENERAL: The item is
a problematical one. No owve can foretell what
is going to be paid under it. To illustrate: the
Government have at present an action at law
pending, which was lost in the lower court hut
whith we hope to win in the higher court. Tt
mayr, however, be lost in the higher court, in
which event the Government would have to pay
costs. There is also the matter of Mr. Nevanas,
whom hon, members know. Tt is possible that
the Government may have nothing at all to
par under the item.

Vote put and passed.

997

This completed the Estimates of the Attor-
ney Generat’s Department.

Departments of Industries, and Woods and
Forests (Hon. R. T. Robiason, Minister),

Vote—Agricultural Bapk, £15,322; [ndus-
tries Assistance Board, £20,992:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL, and MIX-
ISTER FOR INDUSTRIES, and WOODS
AND FORESTS (Houn. R. T. Bobinson—Cau-
ning) [2.6 a.m.]: I have a few notes which
may answer, in advance, some questions that
are likely to be raised. The Minister for
Industries does not oftep get an opportunity
to tell hon. members of what is going on
in his department; but it will be remembered
that some three or four weeks age I laid on
the  Table a statement showing the opera-
tions of the department. First, let me point
out to hon., members that there has been a
distinet movement towards economy in ad-
ministration by the amalgamation of the
Agricuitural Bank aud Lbe Industries Assist-
ance Board, Thus, there were formerly two
accounts offices, two correspendence offices,
and two inguiry roomg—one for each imstitu-
tion. These have all been amalgamated; and,
ag far as possible, duplication of work, and
unnecesgary work, have been cut out. These
economies were chiefly inaugurated by the
member for Northam (Hon, J. Mitebell),
whom I had the privilege of following in the
office of Minister for Industries. In view
of this amalgamation, it necessarily follows
that the Estimates of the two institutions
have also had to be amalgamated--a circum-
stance which may perhaps oceasion hon.
members some diffienity in  following de-
ereagses and increascs of expenditure as com.
pared with the figures of the period when
the Agricnltural Bank and the industries As-
sistance Roarl were separate imstitutioms,
However, T shall be glad to furnish any ex-
planations required by hon. members. I am
surc the Committec will agree that the acti-
vities of the two departments must not be
diminished as regards the important work of
fostering and building up the agricultural in-
dustry. Their functions must still be carried
on, although T wish to impress on hon. mem-
bers that I am working for a time when the
Industries Assistance Board will bave dis-
charged all its duties to this country and
when all our farmers will have heen restored
to that position of freedom and independence
which the farmer should hold. Members
will, no doubt, appreciate the fact that a de-
crense of expenditure amounting to £I1,983
is provided for im this department for tha
current year. It is hoped that by the end of
the year a much greater decreage will have
been effected. There are a few figures which
[ shall give the Committee, mainly for tlhe
purpoese of comparison. In the last financial
vear the Agricultural Bank spent £16,069 on
administration. The estimated requirements
for the present year amount to £15,322, be-
ing a saving of £747. This cost is approxi-
mately half per cent. on the average amount
of ndvances. I have no hesitation in saving
that is a great tribute to the officers of t*
bank for the way in which they are ab’
keep down their expenses. TUnder th-
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gamation of the iwo departments the fune-
tion of the bank is to make loans on long
terms for development purposes, and the
funetion of the board on the other hand is
to provide harvest to harvest credii. Al
though the activities of the bank so far as
the granting of loans is concerned will show
a turther eurtailment this year—the amount
of new capital which the Treasurer was able
to provide heing £75,000 as against £93,000
expended last term—it has to be horne in
mind that the business of the bank, unlike
that of a spending department, is enmulative,
and its difficulties only really commence after
a loan has been made te the individual
farmer. Interest and redemption instal-
ments have to be collected and the mainten-
anee of an inereasing number of securities
liable to wastage and depreciation eall for
an inereased number of inspectors. It is well
that I should make some reference to the
part which this bank has playad in the de-
velopment of the agrieultural industry of
Westerr Australia. I have totalled up the
development work which the bank moneys
have effected. By its direet 2id 1,770,000
acres of virgin land have been cleared for
cultivation; 1,802,000 chains of fencing have
been erected, and settlers have been supplied
with stoek to the value of £387,000. The
aetual amount advanced to horrowers as on
the 30th June was £3,626,658, of which £873,-
099 has been repaid and written off, leaving
a balance outstanding of £2,753,559 distri-
buted amongst 8,914 seitlers. I mention
thoge figures to show the extensive opera-
tious of the Agricultural Bank. It is unneces-
sary for me to remind hon. members of the
difficulties through which the industry is
passing. Erratic seasons, the withdrawal of
a large number of men for active service, and
ravages due to rabbits have made the posi-
tion one of extreme diffienity.

Mr. Smith: The bank should protect its
gecurities.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The bank
has no duty cast upen it to do anything in
connection with the rabbits, The money ad-
vanced by the bank is an advance to the
settlers of the community. The bank has the
same obligation as any of the charterad
banks.

Mr. Johnston: If they take possession they
must get rid of the rabbits.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mem-
ber for North Perth makes a general aceunsa-
tion against the bank, that it should take
care of all the rabbits. There are 9,000 set-
tlers and is it to be expected that the Agri-
cultural Bank can go out and take the rab-
bits off the holdings of all those settlers? It
j5 an absolutely ridiculons proposition.

Mr. Lutey: They should fence in ‘their
own dams,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The bank
has no dams of its own. It is just a bhanking
e that finds money for the farmers
aking this eountry. During the
910 sceurities have reverted to
Of these 683 carrying advances

amounting to £204,245 are still

Of course where the bank is
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in possession it must take the necessary pre-
cautions against rabbits and other depreda-
tiona. Tt is very diffieult to prevent wire
from being taken away, or to see that the
panes of glasa are not taken out of the win-
dows, or the iron from the roofs. I do mot
accuse anyone in parcticudar of committing
these depredations, but I should imagine that
they were done at night time. Losses amount-
ing to £4,360 on realised securities have been
written off, but in the unprecedented condi-
tiong  through which we are passing,
it is impossible to estimate what losses the
bank will eventually have to face. It is hoped
however that with the revival of settlement
when conditions become normal after the war,
many of these abandoned properties will be
taken off the bank’s hands. The Industries As-
sistance Board last year spent £22,228 on ad-
ministration and the estimated requirements
for the present year total £20,992, showing a
saving of £1,236, Members will ilesire to know
some of the details of the work carried on by
this hoard, The number of settlers on the board
is 2,378. Hon. members will remember the
table which I submitted a litfle time back.
Shortly, 247 of the total number of settlers are
represented by accounts marked ‘‘bad’’ and
although in most eases the farms have been
abandoned, I am pleased to state that in the
sales made by the Agricultural Bauk, no fewer
than 36 of these properties are included, and
advances totalling £11,904 have been taken
over by the purchasers. It will thus be seen
that even those debts branded as bad should
not he written off at the present juncture in
view of the re-sales which are daily faking
place. T might refer to the detailed statement
which T laid on the table of the House. That
return shows that of the number of settlers
mentioned 33.9 per cent, were considered good,
27.5 per cent. were considered fair, 28 per
eent. doubttul and 10 per cent. bad. T feel
eonvineed that this return mnot only sapplied
light on a tiffienlt and vexed question, but also
had the desired effect of ronvincing members
that the operations of the Tndustries Assist-
ance Board are being carried on on distinctly
bhusinesg lines, and that the proportion of an-
ticipated losses, given ordinary assistance, will
he lessened.
|Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

AMr, Willegek:  What pereentage would the
recovery of bad debts represent?

The ATTORYNEY GENERAL: About one-
sixth or one-seventh. T am also pleased to
notice that the return T laid on the Table has
created a very healthy interest in commercial
cireles. In addition to the advances dealt with,
approximately the sum of £86,000 was out-
standing on the 31st Mareh, 1917, as pay-
ments due hy the old hoard. I mention this
as one or two memberg asked me at the time
whether that return covered all the moneys due
to the board. Tt does cover all the moneys due,
with the execption of £36,000, which is fYor
payments made by the old board wnder para-
graph (e) of Section 9, for land rent and
hank intercst and representing sales of pro-
duce and advances made to settlers not other-
wige assisted under the Act,
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Hon. J. Mitchetl: Does it cover the £34,000
loss on bran and pollard?

The ATTORNEY GEXNERAL: Yes The

. gettlers I have indicated handle their own pro-
ceeds, and repayments are made to them
direct. Tt is estimated that £20000 at least of
this amount will be written off as bad.

iTon. J. Mitchell: So the £34,000 must he
written off.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, it must.
I uave just now the returns from the Agrienl-
tural Bank in so far as they have affected the
progress of the country in clearing, fencing,
and the like. T want to give now the area
cropped by settlers under the board. Tn 1915-
16 it was 614,000 acres, with the same area in
1916-17; in 1917-18 the area was 477,000 acres.
Super supplied for the same periods respect-
ively amounted to £15000 and £20,000, The
proceeds of the 1915-16 harvest were 4,590,547
bushels, while other proceeds were 81.000
bushels. TIn 1916-17 the figures fell to
3,862,000 baushels, the other proceeds being
43,000 bushels. The figures for to-day I have
not. Tn respect of cornsacks, in 191G-17 be-
tween 6,000 and 7,000 bales were imported
from Calentta and retailed to board clients at
8s. Bd. per dozen, although the market price
was approximately 10s. We handed them over
at cost price. In 1917-18 we imported 35,000
‘bales and distributed them to board clients for
the present harvest. The price has not yet been
fixed, but it is estimated that it will be be-
tween 85, 94. and 9s., whilst the general mar-
ket price is bhetween 9s. 6d. and 10s. Shortly,
the financial figures at the end of March, 1017,
were £1,344,658. As a set off against that there
would be the proceeds of 1916-17 harvest, the
distribution of which has been completed with
the 1917 amending Aet. The board has an
antherised capital of £801,633, and for the
past year the operations have been carried out
on an overdraft provided by the Colonial Trea-
surer which will be recouped from the pro-
ceeds of the first dividends on the present har-
vest. To assist the Colonial Treasurer n fin-
ancing the operations of the board, arrange-
ments were made with most of the machinery
merchants to take Treasury bonds in payment
of their accounts. Those payments were made
in pursuance of a guarantee given by the pre-
gent hoard of 12 months to provide for the
gupply of additicnal machinery or for the re-
tention of that on the farm, In most eases
payments were made in cash, which enables
the settler to secure machinery at a very much
redvoced cost.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Does that settle all out-
stamling machinery aecconnta?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, not all,
Those that were guaranteed were of that class
for the supply of additional machinery or the
retention of that on the farm.

Flon. J. Mitchell: At what rate will that be
charged to the farmer%

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ques-
tiun of how that is to be charged has yet to
e debated with the Colonial Treasurer. 1
have more information here but T think T
had better content myself with answering
any specific questions hon. memhers may
ask. Do T understand that the ruling of
the Chair holds that Woods and Forests and
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Industries are to he taken together, al
though they are separate departmentsf

The CHATRMAN: I am of opinion that
the genera) discussion should be on the lot.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Very well,
[ will say a few words about Woods and
Forests. This is a department which my pre-
decessor, the present leader of the Opposi-
tion, had the honour and privilege, T use the
words advisedly, of inaugurating. Tt was
he who first employed Mr. Lane Poole, and
he who conceived the idea of placing the
department in a position to become a na-
tional asset. At all events, it has fallen to
my lot to continue in the work of my hon,
friend, the member for Boulder (Hon. P.
Collier). The Woods and Forests work is
always very congenial and pleasant to me.
There 18 naturally an inerease in the FEsti-
mates due, to a certain extent, to the neces-
sary increase in the number of inspectors
for the satisfactory working of the depart-
ment. There is this consolation about tit,
however, namely, that this is one of the
CGiovernment departments which is a remuner-
ative department. 1t is a department which,
for many years, has poured money into the
coffers of the Treasury., For years not a
penny has heen spent on forests, hut the
time has come when we have to spend money
on the saving and regeneration of our for-
ests, if we wish to preserve them as a na-
tional asset. 1 do not wish to anticipate,
but next session I do hope to have the priv-
ilege of introducing a Forest Bill which will
he the consummation of the work in connee-
tion with our forests, The Forestry Depart-
ment has been conducted on very economical
lines, and any changes that are made are
very closely scrutinised heforehand, No
officers have been added to it beyond thoss
who were absolutely necessary. The Fores-
try Department will for all time be able to
pay its way and hand over a very substan-
tial profit to the Treasurer. T anticipate
that when the Forest Act is working in full
swing we will be able to hand over to the
Treasurer half of the takings of that depart-
ment, provided we are allowed to keep the
the other half for reafforestation purposes.
At present there is a shortage in revenue,
owing to the suspension of the timber ex-
port trade, due to the lack of ships. But
gurely when this war is over, there will be
such a demand for Western Australian hard-
woods throughout the world that the most
flourishing department of the public service
of this State will he the Forestry Depart-
mont.

Mr. Bmith: Where are yon to get the ships
with which to shift the timber?

The ATTORXEY GENERAL: Tf the hon,
member would read the other newspapers
that are published--——

AMr. Smith: T did not sav which nne 1
read.

The ATTORXNEY GENERAL: He would
see that the Forestry Department is publish-
ing a series of articles. The first of these
has already appeared both in the ¢¢Wer
Australian’’ and the ‘‘Daily News.'® T
articles have heen prepared in the F-



ann

Depurtment, and others are to come. They
are to the effcct that Western Australia has
in the past produced weooden ships, and that
Western Australia can build wooden ships
in suitable places. We also desire to show
to what use woeden ships ean be put. Peo-
ple who nre condueting the business of navi-
gation have the idea that ouly steamships,
awl only iran ships, are of value, Those far-
seeing people, the Norwegian and Bwedish
merchants, have heen buying up from the
toolish British holders all the sailing ships
ther were willing to sell. The time is fast
approaching when the only possible way of
dealing with sueh produvcrs as wheat, tim-
ber, and other uvecessarily slow travelling
products, will he by means of sailing ships,
if they are to compete in other miarkets of
the world. 1 have uo doubt that hon. mem-
hers have read the articles, the publication
of which in the newspapers, which were good
enough to give ws this space, was authorised
by me, and will come to the same conclusion
that we have arvrived at, namely, that wooden
“ghips constitute a national necessity. How
this is going to be earried out in a practieal
way is another matter. We lhave me control
over the finanves af the Commonwealth, 1f
the Commonwealth Ynew their business as
well as we think we know it, they would
embark uwpon a programme of wooden ship-
huilding. Perhaps I am getting away from
my Estimates. 1 shall be glad, however, to
_answer any questions  that hon. members
may put to me, either in connection with the
Industries Department, the  Agricultural
Bank, ov the Woods and Iorests Department.

Hon. J. JMITCHELL (Nertham) [2.35
“a.m.]: T should like to know what the Minis-
ter intends to do with the farmers under the

“TIndustries Assistance Boawd, partieularly in
the coming season. These farmers receive
certain monthly payments so long as they
work on their farms. I should like to know if
that is to be continued. T hope that will he
the case for this arrangement has worked
satisfactorily for the last 18 months. I
should like to know from the Minister whether
he intends to keep going the system which
now obtains. TUp to the 1st Mareh, when I
left office, the farmers had the right to draw
up to 9s. a day as a living allowance, and it
is important that the Committee should be
told what is intended to be domne in this mat-
ter.

Hon, P. Collier:
Iow?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Only about 20 per
cent. of the farmers dArew the full allowance
whieh they might have had. They are allowed
to kecp their small things snch as butter,
eggs, and poultry.

Hon, P. Collier: I think we might inecrease
the amount but reduce the interest.

Hon. T. MITCHELT.: That would probably

Is not that amount too

be a2 ~ thing. This is a matter of Gov-
licy of which we should know some-

v ‘he leader of the Opposition said
- ibout the interest to he charged.
=% 'sed that the Government have in-

rate of interest to 7 per eent. and
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that they have made this increased charge
retrospective.

Mr. Johnsten: It is seandalous.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T hope that this will
not be persisted in.

Hon. W, €. Angwin: This money fvas bor-
rowed by the Labour Government at a lower
rate of interest than is now heing charged
for it.

Hon, .J. MITCHELL: I should like to point
out that the ecapital used by the Industries
Asgsistance Board was provided at a time
when the rate of interest was lower than it
is now. It is not fair to the furmers to
charge them a rate of this sort.

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: The rate was 4% per
cent.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1t is not fair to
saddle these men, who come to the Government
becanse they are in distress, with an increased
rate of interest. This capital was horrowed
at 434 per cent., and now that the Government
have to pay G per cent. they desire to cover
themselves by a higher rate of interest on
present loans, Tt is ridienlous to ehavge the
farmer an additional 21 per eent. It oughbt
to he the policy of the Government to give
out this money ax cheaply as possible. In
New Zealand, the advances made to farmers
are greater per head of the population than in
any State of the Commonwealth and they pay
4% per eent. for it.

Alr. Smith: There are more farmers there.

Hon. .J. MITCHELL: Xew Zealand has ad-
vanced 17 millions to the farmers, not tem-
porary advances such as are made by the Indus-
trics Assiatance Board, but advances similar
to those made hy the Apgrienitural Bank. The
rate of interest is 414 per eeut., notwithstand-
ing that we are living in war time. They rea-
lise that the agriculturist is neeessary to them.
Their cxports of agrieultural produce practi-
eally coustitute the oxports of New Zealond.
A million of people have sold 52 millions of
produce to the Britich Government since
March, 1915—aimost wholly the products of
the farm: meat, cheese, wool, and so on.

Mr. Smith: How much hags Western Austra-
lia, with a third of the population, sold to the
British Government dunring the same period?

Hon. .J, MITCHELL: Quly a fraction of
that amount. We have sold wool and wheat
to the British Government, though we did not
supply cheese and hotter for our own con-
sumption. Again, though we have meat to
sell, we have no freezing works, and therefore
cannot assist the Mother Land in that respect.
Had we had freezing works, we should cer-
tainly have sold meat to Britain sinece the
war began. I trust our farmers will be helped
in this direction teo. My friends from the
North will be pleased to know that en the
farms of TWestern Australia there are one
million more sheep than there ate on our pas-
toral rung; hut the number of sheep will not
materially increase unless freezing works are
eracted at Fremantle. T believe the plans are
ready, and T trost that the buildings will soon
be constructed. From the figures sppplied by
the Attorney General, the increase in the rate
of interest on money lent by the Governmenst
means an impost of £13,000 annually directed
against the farmers.
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The Attorney General: May [ make an ex-
plapnation which will save a great deal of dis-
cussion? T can see the member for Northam
thinks that the rate of interest has been raised
on the whole amount advanced to the farmers.
That is not so. On moneys advanced by the
hon. gentleman himself interest is eolleeted at
the rate of five per cent., the rate fived when
the moneys were advanced. Tor another part
of the advances we are chirging six per eent.
GBeven per cent. is being charged on  the
mipnevs the farmers obtain to-day.

Hon. W. . Angwin: That is the money
which we borrowed at 414 per cent,

The Attorney General: XNo.  The money
which ig being given to me to-day costs the
Treasurer 614 per cent.

Hon, W. C. Angwin; Where is the amount
of £800,000 whicly was borrowed and has heen
paid back?

The Attorney General: Timt money is ab-
sorbed in the business. But the money snp-
plied by the Treasurer from the beginning of
the vear is costing the State 614 per cent.
The cost of administration runs to about 2
per cent.; bnt the Government are not charg-
ing the farmers more than 7 per econt. The
Pulk of the money carries interest at the rate
of 5 per cent. )

Hon, J. MITCHELL: T do uot understand
how money being advanced now can be charged
at a higher rate of interest as from Oectober
last. How can the higher rate be retrospee-
tive?

The Attorney General: Because all the ad-
vances are now being made at that rate of
intercst which is the eurrent rate.

Hor. J. MITCHELL: Then, I take it, there
will be ateounts against farmers charged partly
at five per cent, and partly at seven per cent,

The Attorney General: Amd partly at six
per cent.

My, Bwmith: The farmer won't know whers
he are.

Hon. .J. MITCHELL: And the departinent
won’t know, either. Suppose a farmer with
a dehit of £3.000 repays £1,000; swhich part
ot his debit will be discharged—the part
carrving five per cent. interest, or the part
earrving six per ¢ent., or the part carrving
seven per cent.? We eannnt have varvimg
rafes in these mattars.

The Attorney General: Yes. we can.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Under the system of
the hoard an amount is retained from the
proceeds of the crop sufficient to cover the
enst of ecropping for the coming year, so
that really the farmer from now on is nsing
his own monev. TIf this is so, he ecrtainly
should not pay seven per c¢ent, interest on
meney which is really his own. Hoawever, it
will be highly interesting to know low these
collections are to he made, and whether this
uew money which the Attorney General
speaks of is in addition to the advanee which
sroofl lagt October against the farmers, and
not merely money representing the proceeds
of the last evop. Tn the former alternative,
there might be some Jnstifiention for the
uction of the Government.

The Attornev Gencral: That is what it is

H} §

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T douht if the total
indebtedness of the farmer for this year is
more than it way in October last, when
£1.300,(00 was owing.

The Attorney General: The total of the in-
debtedness under the board is very much less.

Hon. J. MI'PCHELL: Then, how c¢an new
monevs have Dbeen used in the conduet of
tiis business? Ai any rate, it is quite evi-
dent that if the £1,300,000 at which the
amount stoed in Qetober last is not cxceeded
this vear, there ean have been no new money
put inte this business, und thereforc the in-
creased rate will not he jnstified. In this
matter we do not know onc Minister from
another.  The decision to charge seven per
cent. is a Government decision, and we look
to the Government in the maiter, The ori-
ginal rate ig already sufficient; and if there
is. as | contend and as the Attorney Geneinl
really admits, no new money, there should
not e the higher rate of interest. One word
with regard to the work of the farmers. The
board's work has been vriticized, nnd the
work done by the men on the farms has been
eritivised. T believe that no 2000 men ever
worked more honestly than the 2,000 farmers
under the board have worked.' I helieve it
would he impossible for any 2,000 men to
give more faithfnl or more honest service to
the State. These farmers ought to he wve-
garded as a valuable asset of Western
Australia, Our agrieulturists ought to be
regavded here as the agrienlturists of New
Zealand and thoze of Canada are regarded
in their countries. They have made both
those countries, and the Oppesition now tell
us thut the agriculiurist is going to make
Weastorn Australia. Before the country gets
ont of the wood, we shall have to obtain a
great many more agriculturists, and they will
have te be granted a great deal more assist-
ance, [ am surprised to learn that the At-
torney General thinks the Tudustries Assist-
ance Board shouldl eease their operations us
sopn 2§ possible, T helieve the hoard to he
very necessary, .

The Attorney General; There is the Aguri.
culturnl Bank.

Hon, .1, MITCHELL:  The Agricoltural
Bank isx verv necessary, too; but the Agri-
cultnral Bank cannot ilo this business of
eropping and of temporary advances. Tt is
necessary, a5 the Attorney (eneral has
pointed ount, that the Agricultural Bank and
the Industries Assistance Board should he
kept quite separate. That is so, aud always
will he so. Further, T helieve that the hoard
will be required in connection with the set-
tlement of the returned soldiers. However,
we need not on this oecagion Aiscuss the
vlosing down of the board, because the board

will not be closed down for some time
and  we  shall have plentvy of  oppor-
tunity te disruss that quostion more fully,

Given a return of reasonably decent con-
ditions, the values of our securities will he-
restored. Tt will readilvy he understond that
the fall in the value of ten thousand securi-
ties will he considerable, but notwithstan®
ing that. only a small loss is expected.
regard tn the Woods and Forests ©
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everyhody  knows that nothing is  being
done in the way of eutting timber; yet the
Minister has increased the expenditure of in-
spectors, clerks. labonrers  and messengers
by £1,300. That is a very hig sum in these
davs and one ecan hardly understand how
such an expenditure ean be necessary in view
of the fact that there will he little timber
to inspect. T hope the Minister will explain
the inerease. T should not ohject to it if
we were doing some work.

Mr. BARRISON({Avon} [2-53 a.m.]: With regard
to thie vote it ean safely be said that there was
never & mors just measure passed than the Indus.
tries Assistance Act, nor one that has done so
much for Western Australia. The assets of the
State have heen kept alive and the populons
centres have received the chief benefit. T certainly
think the wheat farmers have saved Western
Australia. There seems to be a good deal of
misapprehension in Weatern Australiz, however,
a8 to the value of this particular measure and as
to what is being done under it. A little while
ago Mr. Hughes said that the wheat farmers of
the Commonweaith had received 35 million pounds
for their wheat. As & matter of fact the wheat
farmers have received very little. True the money
has been given as a guarantee for the purchaso
of wheat. But what has it done? The wheat
has been distributed through the Industries Assist-
ance Board, and the storekeepers in the districts
of farmers, and the wholegale merchants, have
had their bad and doubtful debts coenverted into
gilt  edged securities through this measure.
With regard to the matter of interest, I know
of clients of the Industries Assistance Board who,
if they counld get the full value of 4s. per bushel
would be able to free themselves from the Board.
But the Board are going to charge an increased
ratc of interest though the assets of the farmers
arc being held not only by the State but by the
Commonwesalth. If they are treading on the
assets of the farmer on the guarantee given by
this State and also the Commonwealth, it is not
right that they should increase the rate of interest.
I would like to know from the Minister if those
asgets will be caleulated before any of their accounts
are to be charged the higher rate of 7 or 8 per cont.
Tf that is going to be done it is not equitable, T
do not think that the Clovernment should excead
what would be done by chartered banks or trading
firms. T have stated hefore that the Act has
proved to be one of the hest measures ever passed
for the farmers in this State. The mates of interest
were reduced from as high as 33 per cent. to 5
and 6 per cent. and farms were saved, If many
of the farms had been wiped out at that time,
what would have been the position of Western
Australia * Had it not heen for the assets created
under this particular Act where would we have
been * The Act is still doing good work and it
must remain in existence, otherwise what with
the rabbits and other troubles the State will feel
the effect of decreasel production which must
follow throughout the agricultural centres,

Mr. H. ROBINSOX (Albany) [3:0 a.m.}: T under
stand that the Tndustries Board was created for
the bencfit of the wheat farmer. T should like
to see the ~~me advantages extended to the market
nd particularly to the potato growers.
. Angwin : They used to get it.
BINSOXN : They have had assistance

cultural Bank, but not on so favour-
18 as are extended to the wheat
Minister in charge of the Industries

1,

&

e
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Asggigtance Board has placed cortain limitations
upon them, with the resnlt that the unfortunate
potato growers have had to hand over the whole
of their proceeds to the (lovernment. This ia
hardly fair, bacanse the board has not provided
potato growers with allowances for stores, as in
the case of the wheat growers. Tnstead of allowing
him out of his crop the amount of his stores, T
understand the decision was that the whole of
the crop should be taken, first by the (iovernment,
and any balance left over by the merchant. The
board has taken over, the security of already
secured creditors, namely the machinery mer-
chants. In many instances the machinery mer-
chants have unnccessarily forced on the farmer
expensive machinery which could have been done
without. The mechinerv merchant gets & deposit
for the machinery, after which the Government
step in and, in order to fullv protect the machinery
merchant, take over his account. What about
thase storckeepers who stood by the farmer before
the Industries Assistance Board was created,
and who are standing by him still ¥ I think the
CGovernment should allow a porportion of the
crop to be paid yeurly to the storekeeper who haa
boen keeping the farmer. Some time ago the
Minister placed before us a return in connection
with the board. I would like him to tell us whether
any amounts have been written off and should have
been shown on this statement. The number he
pave for my electorate was 107, yet I find that two
inspactors have 81 each. Then thero are the
potato growers,

The Attorney General: They arc not inclunded
in my statement. They get a special allowance
from the Agricultural Department.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: f am glad to hear that
hoth the Agricultural Bank and the Industries
Assistance Board are being run under one manage-
ment. I have an illustration of what has occurred
in the past under soparate management. One
man with 3,536 acres of land secured from the
Agricultural Bank » loan of £2,048 43, 3d. On
3lst December Inst his interest and arrears
amounted to £215 13s. %l., while his land rents
represented £231 2s. 4d. The amount he was
owing to the Industries Assistance Board on 313t
March, 1917, was €340 10s. Bd., the total owing
to the Government being £3,035 10s. 10d., while
his liabilities to other creditors amounted to
£1,342 12s. 10d,, or a total of £4,378 3a. 8d. If
every man was helped as lavishly as that it would
take the Bank of England to finance the farmers.
On the other hand there is in my electorate a hard
working industrious man who for four years has
had bad cropa. Last season he got only 250
bngs of wheat. He has never been able to tind
out his position under the board. He is 12 miles
from a milway. He made epplication to be
asgisted with sheep, but his application was tumed
down. Ho alse made application for hig rents to
be deferred, but this request has been refused.
These anomalies ean only be overcome by having
the control of the two departments vested in one
manager.

Me. GRIFFITHS (Vork) (3-8 a.m.]: The Wonda
and Forests Department has heen very much
neglected in the past. | am pleased to see ihe
Minister taking such a lively interest in it. 1 would
like to know whether anything has been done in
regard to getting the long promised laboratory
establishad.

The Attorney (leneral:
away at it,

Yes, we are pegoing
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Mr, GRIFFITHY : Further than that, [ believe
the Minister sent 30 tons of jarrah to the munition
works in London in order to find out whether it
would be a commercial proposition. Can the
Minister tetl us what has happened to that ship.
ment ¥

The Attorney General: T wmade a statement
abont that in the Press. Owing to some bungle in
the Agent General's office, that 30 ton shipment
was not sent on to the munition factories, but was
used in other ways. They have since sent out
for a consignment of 300 ions, but of course we
cannot at present supply it. However, the tests
have not been made.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We have had before the
eclect committee appointed to inguire inte the
rabbit pest, a Mr, Murray, who showed to the
members of that committee some very fine samples
of leather tanned by red gum. If he is able to
solve the problem which exists in regard to getting
a good colour into the leather which offers some
difficulty, because of the use of rod gum, for tanning
purposes, I think we shall find that we have an
asast of enormous value to the State. That gentle.
man will be hrought into contact with the depart-
ment concerned during the next day or two. and
something of importance to the State may result.
I consider that members of this Chamber cught
to take more interest in this department than they

do.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin) ([3-12
a.m.]: Ithink T can fairly congratulate the Minister
opon taking such an active interest in the work of
his department, and showing such a keen desire
to establish new industries in Western Australia.
Only this afternoon wa had the pleasure of the
Minister's attendance at a meeting of the executive
of the Farmers' and Settlers’ Association.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : Has he joined it, too.?

Mr. JOHNSTON : He is & sympathiser, and T
hope he will show himsolf an active supporter of
some of our requests. In the course of his remarks
—and T have the Minister's cxplicit permission
to refer to this matter—he put beforc us the
desirability of establishing a woollen factory in
Western Australia, He also gave us a great deal
of interesting information, which [ am sure con-
vinced us that we ought to have a new and up-
to-date woollen factory in the State hefore long.
In this and many other directions the Minister
is showing a desire to keep people within the State
by the establishment of new industrics in various
directions, so as to prevent the money that ia now
going cut from leaving the State. The Minister
hes a very wide field for his undonbted ahilities
upon the question of repatriation. Tt appears to
me that since his department has become nctively
¢oncerned in this work, and since the gencral
manager of the Industries Assistance Board has
been controlling the work under his direction,
he ought now to see that the licensed sarveyors
in the State are put busily to work as quickly as
possible.

The Minister for Industries : This concerns the
Tands Department.

Mr. JOHXSTON: Tt appears to me that this
work of repatriation eannot be carried out unless
the land is first surveyed. and every survevor
ocught immediately to be put to work i this direc-
tion.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: There is nothing in this
vote about surveyors.

Mr, JOHXSTON : The work of repatrintion is at
present under the control of Jr. Paterson.

- Homn. W. (. Angwin : Not in this vote.
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Mr. JOHNSTON: [ am anxious that Mr,
Paterson’s work should he preceded by the survey
of all available Crown lands, and by the classifica-
tion of private lands suitable for settlement.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : There is nothing in this
vote about that.

Mr. JOHNSTOX :- What I have said is pertinent
to this department. The work cannot proceed
nnless these surveys are made. A promise has
been made through this department to the Federal
Government for the ahsorption of 8,000 settlers,
T think in the first vear after the war, and this
promise cannot be given effect to until the land
is made available for the purpose. The people
in my district have been trying to get butter and
bacon factories established for some censiderable
time past. Although we have met with smypathy
in our dealings with the Minister, and although
the peoplo are putting their hands deeply into their
pockets, and & considerable portion of the necessary
eapital has been subscribed, we are having a diffi-
culty in obtaining anything of a definite nature
from the Covernment.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : This is under the Minister
for Agriculture.

The Minister for Tndustries : That is not a fair
atatement to make.

The Premier: Tt is incorrect.

Mr. JOHNSTOX: T have correspondence in
niy pocket which goes to show——

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I rise to a point of order.
The hon. member i3 discussing Division 10—
“ Minister for Agriculture.”

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member is not in
order in discussing butter snd bacon factories
under this vote.

Mr. JOHNSTON : Am T not permitted to read
a letter from the Minister for Industries, who is
the Minister controlling the department, on this
subjeet ? -

Hon. W. €. Angwin: We must deal with the
Estimates,

Mr. JOHNSTON : The Minister's department
enntrols this work,

The CHATRMAN : 1t has nothing to do with
this Vote. I cannot allow the hon. member to
discuss butter and bacon factories. The matter
ghould have been discussed under the Vote of the
Minister for Agriculture.

Mr. JOHNSTON : To the best of my knowledgo
and belief, this department is controlling the supply
of the money.

The Colonial Treasurcr: I am controlling the
supply of the money.

Mr. JOHNSTON : The Colonial Treasurer sup-
plics the money to the Minister, and the Minister
passes it on to the people interested.

The CHAIRMAX : T cannot help that. If the
Minister for Industries i3 supplying money for
bacon factories, the matter should have come
under this head, but as it is not under this head I
connot allow the hon. member to discuss the matter
now.

Mr. JOHNSTON : Very well, Mr. Chairman.
T should like to refer to the question of the increass
in interest charged to assisted settlers, to which
some reference has already heen made. 1 was
pleased to hear the explanation of the Minister
that the 7 per cent. interest is only being chareed
on & portion of the advances.

The Minister for Industries : On the new money.

Mr. JOUNSTOXN : That was not known in the
country districts. {ieneral notices have been sent
out to the assisted settlers briefly stating that their

interest has been raised to 7 per cent. as from the
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1st October last. The Minister can readily under-
stand that, in these circumstances, a great desl
of alarm is felt by the settlers. It was felt to be
unfair that such an increase should be made,
and made retrospective. Tn this conncction I do
not think it is a legal act to charge the increasoed
interest hack to that date. 'Fhe facmers who have
had the use of the money have thought that they
wore to pay the lower rate of interest. Now they
arc notified that the increased rate applies re-
trospectively. I hope the assisted settlers will
take steps to test the legal aspect of the matter.
No private bank advancing to people generally
can increase the rate of interest retrospectively.
The rate of interest can be increased only by proper
notice under the mortgage. I woukl wrge the
Attorncy General to roview the legal aspect.
Apart from that, there is the moral aspect. which
deserves the attention of the tiovernment, OUn
reconsideration the UGovernment will probably
recognise that it is unfair to date the increased
interest back, As regards the Agricultural Bank,
the Attorney (lencral said that he was most anxious
to see scttlers quickly attain & position of
freedom and independence.

The Attornoy General: That remark of mine
referved to the Industries Assistance Board.

Mr. JOHNSTON : At ull events, I wish (o seo
them attain that position in every respect. The
limited amount of money availahle this year for
new advances certainly will uot assist the settlers
much in that direetion,

Mr, TEESDALE {Rochbourne) |3-22 a.m.]: Thers
is onc section of the public particularly interested
in the sohjeet of this debate, and that is the store-
keeper. The matter is of the utnost importance
to him. He has been supporting the farmer now
for years, and that support has run into a con-
siderable amount of money. T the rate of in-
terest on Government advances is raised as pro-
posed. it will practically mean that the store-
keeper will not get a farthing of the farmer's in-
debtedness to lum. I suggest that the Covorn-
ment might sec their way cven to exempt the
amount of money owing hy the farmer for stores,
of which amount they have returns. That would
belp considerably, From personal cxperience 1
know that the indebtedness of the farmer to the
counity storckeeper is a very scrious item. The
storckeepor has had to pay his interest regulacly
to she bank, but he has nut heen able to get pay-
ment of his own aceount from the farmer. Num-
bers of eountry merchants have, in conseyuence,
been hrought practically to the door of the in-
solvency court. Thev are just hokling their own,
frusting like Micawber, that something will turn
up ; but they are and have been having a very
bad time. There is the ygravest risk that this
extra ounce or two in the shape of inereased in-
teresi may prove of such serious moment as to
foree them to close up for good. 1 feel sure that
the Government recognise that the storckeeper
has been very lienient with the farmer, and has
put up, from the banks, with a very great desal
of harrassing treatment which he could not pass
on to tho farmer, becanse the attempt must neces-
sarily hevo proved futile. The storckeeper knew
he eould not get the money owing to him by the
farmer, and he has patiently waited for a good
season to come along, hnt there scems to he 8
kind of blight on the country. If the Cuvern-
ment could see their way Lo accopt iy suggestion
that the rate of interest on which tha money was
originally lent should continue to apply in respeet
of the amount of the farmer's indchtedness to

the storckeeper, they would eamn the latter's

gratitude,

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) {3-24 am.]: 1 de-
sire to obtain from the Minister for Woods and
Forests a statement as 0 the policy of the depart-
nient with regard to the timber liewers. 1 have
in my electorate a number of hewers, who are
cXperiencing grest difficulty in getting bush in
which to make theiv living,

b 'l'll)lc Attorney General : There is plenty of good
ush. :
Mr. PICKERING: The conditions appertain-

ing to hewing are most harrassing, and I shall be
glad to know whether the Minister is propared to
make any concession in this regard. As to the
sandalwood plantation, it is intcresting to learn
that the Government are cstablishing tenffores.
tation on these lines.

Hon. W. ¢. ANQWIN (North-East Fromantle}
[3-25 a.m.]: I am not surprised to learu that the
Government find it necessary to raise tho rate of
intorcst on advances to farmers, because 1 am
sure that no cconomy whatever is practised by
the department concerned. This year thore has
been an increase of £6,000 or £7,000 in the ad-
ministration expenses. Hon. members will ob-
sarve that oven tho inspectors have increased in
number and in salary.

The Attorney General : No ; not in number.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: The ameunt for their
sslaries i3 nearhy £1,000 more than it was Inst
rear.

’ The Attorncy General: Last year the inspec-

tors drew only ten monthe' salary.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN : Further, we find that
the rent of offices in which to carry on the work
has also risen considerably.

The Astomey Ceneral: Not this year. The
amount shown on last yest’s Estimates represent-
ed rent for only a portion of the year.

Hon. W. {. ANGWIN: I consider that the
Minister could use his own offices to get the work
done in. There i3 no necessity to rent two or
three sets of offices while the Attornoy General's
own oflice is almost continuously empty. There
is accommodation in the Crown Law Department
quite sufficient for this work, and in that way the
rent of the snite of rooms in the building at the
corner of Willinm.street snd St. George's Lerrace
could bo saved, It is the farmers who will have
to pay the rent of the promises occupied by the
Industrics Assistanco Board. Hon. members will
observe an increase of £1,000 in the clerical division,
There is great nced for the exercise of ceonomy
here.

The Attorney General: There is a reduction
of £3,000. :

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Undoulbtedly the farmer
will have to pay for all this, The whole of the cost
is booked up to him. The late Liberal Govern-
ment gave the agrieulturist £50,000 or £60,000
per annum through the medium of a rediced
railway ratc for fertiliser, and new the National
Governnment are making him pay it back through
another channel. The Labour (lovernment hor-
rowed 5 sum of £302,000 for assistance to sctilers
during the vears 1914-15 and 1915-16. Tha$
money was raised at 4} per cent. interest. and thag
money was intended to be used over and ovver
again for the express purpose of assisting the
settlers. Now, il the National Government have
nsed that money in other directions, if it has beeq
expended in works, they should say so. 1 notice
that the Government have rceently built a railway
for the purpose of assisting farmers.  Accordingly,
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the (Government ars now compeliel to gn on the
market for money to help the farmers. and, of
course, & higher rate of interest has to he paid.
T hold that the farmers should have had the ad.
vantage of using that cheap money. £802.000, over
and over again.  Forther, T consider that the
original rate of interest should still apply, T was
rather struck with the manner of the Minister in
introducing the Woods and Forests Estimates.
He led off by complimenting my leader, the member
for Boulder ; and when compliments such as the
Attorney General's are passed across the floor of
the Chamber it makes one suspicious ag to what
may be at the back of them. T observe that the
Woods and Forests Estimates for this year are
higher by £2,346. The rcvenue of the State has
dropped and we cannot afford to indulge in ex-
periments. It is our duty to sce that we keep down
the expenditure ; it is necessary that we should
watch every shilling, and T regret that in the de-
partment under the Minister for Woods and Forests
-economy is not being exercised to the same extent
as is the case in other departments. Tnercases are
shown right and left.

The Attorney General: That is not a correct
statement ; the Agricultura]l Bank and the In-
-dustries Department have reduced their expenditure
by £3,000 ; it is in the Woods and Forests Depart
ment that there is an increase.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN : The expenditure of the
Agricultural Bank and the Industries Department
hag increased by some thousands of pounds since
‘the present Minister took office. Tt is the duly of
the Minister to see that the same economy is exer-
«cised in this department as in the other depart-
ments.

The Attorney General @ I have reduced the staff
from 80 to 50 in the lnst two years.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is strange that the
Minister will adherc to the belief that he has re-
-duced the cxpenditure. In 1915-16, the expendi.
ture of the Industries Aessistance Doard totalled
£16,488 and if hon. members will look at the Esti-
mates they will find that the total now is considet-
ably more.

The Aitorney General: True, becanse the
member for Northam introduced a system of in.
spe;;hion. T have not added one inspector to the
-ataff.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Of course we want to
-fé the farmeis get out of tho difficulties they got
into thiough the drought, but they must pay for
the assistance they have had. Unfortunately,
however, they must now pay 7 instead of 6 per cent,

The Atiorney General: Only on new money.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the Government
have used the farmers’ money in other directions
-they heve been obliged to borrow new money for
the farmers.

The Attorney General: We are ounly charging
them & per cent. for that money.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : By the return which has
been placed on the Table it would appear that the
.amount borrowed was repaid, but that nn allow-
ance has been made for that, and that repaid
ambunt has been re-loaned.  If we lend the farmers
£300,000 and they repay that sum, and then we
lend it again, it is carried on as if a million had
been loaned instead of half a million. 1 the
Government are using this money over again, they
-ghould not charge the higher rate of interest on
it. If tho Government have used the money in
some other direction, they should say so, and thev
should state also whether they have had te borrow
new money with which to assist the farmers, but
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they must not expeet the fnrmers wo pay additional
interest on the inmey previvusly raised.

Mr. BROUXN (Beverley) £3-35 aan}: I would
like to know in conncetion with the rent which
is being paid for othices, totalling £1.870 whetheor
a lease or leases have heen effected or whether
the tenancy is from year to year. Something
should be done in regard to housing the two de-
partments. If the amount is to be & recurring
one as the result of leases entered into, it would
easily pav interest on buildings which could Le
etected to accommodate many departments. [n
the Woods and Forpsts department there is an
increase in the vote of £2,348 and of £1,507 in the
administrative portion. It appears to ne that
the work which has heen done this yesr must
be much less than that of the previous year.

The Attorney (ieneral: There was no depart-
ment in previous years.

Mr. BROUN : According to the figures hefore
us there was spent £8,170 Inst vear. while this
year the amount is £9,677 and the fact remains
that therc was an increase there of £1.507. I
would like to have some dotails from the Minister
in regard to sandalwood transactions and the
increase by £282 this vear over the exponditure
of last year. In view of what we heard the other
night from the niember for Kalgoorlie in con-
neetion with misking the export of sandalwood
& monopoly, it may be necessary to get on with
the reafforestation. At the present time, how-
ever. this nright be left over until the finances
are in & more flourishing condition.

The ATTORNEY ((ENERAL (flon. R. T.
Robinson—Canning—in reply} [3-44 am.]. I Lad
better take the question of interest first. The
hon. member For North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) is mostly right in his statements
about that, There waa a suni of £800,000 horrow-
ed specially for this purpose. The rate originally
charged on that money is being charged to-day.
In March of last year therc was a sum of over
o million pounds reised in the Industries Asaist.
ance Board, but during that same period rcfunds
in the woy of wheat had been made which were
quickly turmed into cash, and this had the effect
of reducing the year's advances to somewhere
in the neighbhourhood of £500,000. But the ad-
vances had to be made for this current years'
eropping, which ran to £490,000, so the two [igurds
taken together reached the neighbourhdod of a
million pounds. In due course that million pounds
will be reduced by payments for the wheat that
will he coming in direetly, and I hope those pay-
ments will be considerably reduvced again. It will
therefore ba seen that to-dsy thore is o million of
moncy in the Industries Assistance Board. There
is no change in the interest on thabt sum, but ot
one period last year, when there was considerably
over & million pounds out, I was notified by she
Colonial Treasurer that he had to provide fresh
nioney and had to pay six per cent for it. Wo
then increased our rate from five per cent to six
per cent. There was n loss on the transaction,
for I only charged the same rate a3 the Treasurer
charged me. Later in the year the Treasurer
notified me that he had to pay 6} per cent. We
then increased the rate to saven per cent. 1
venture to say that at present that seven per
cent. cannot possibly be charged on more than
£40,000 or £30,000 all told. The greas bulk of
the Industries Assistance Board’s money ie at only
five per cent. When we get down agoin to within
the amount originally borrowed, the farmers wilt
get the advantage.
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Mr. Johnston: The notices sent out do not
show that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will have a
look at the notice tomorrow, and if it conveys a
wrong impression to the farmers, I will have it
correeted. When I came along to the Agricultural
Bank I found that all their securities ware taken
at a common rate of five per cont, and that they
were making loans for over 30 years at five per
eent, with money costing the Treasurer six por
cent. I speedily altered the form of the Agricul
tural Bank's mortgage so a8 to charge interest
at current rates. the same as is done in any other
institution. The member for Northam (Hon. .J.
Mitchell) an old banker, said that the hooks of
the departmont would get confused because of
there being two rates of interest, This is done
in every bank and company trading in Perth,
yet it does not confuse their books. The member
for Northam asked me whether the Industrics
Assistance Board are going to continue the present
gystem, Certainly they will until the farmers are
reinstated in & free and independent position,
The member for Rochourne (Mr. Teesdale) asked
a8 to the payments made to storckecpers, T.ast
year the Industrics Assistance Board paid the
storckecpers £204,000 for hack money.

Mr. H. Robinson: How was that money paid
to storekeepers ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : In cash dirces,
but it was only paid to those entitled to if.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Was that for aceounts
run up by the Industries Assistance Board ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was for ac.
counts owing. Last year 110 settlers cleared the
board. Those men had credit balances, and those
balances were used to pay off storekeepers and
others entitled to be paid under the distribution.
When the oxtra shilling is reccived, as it will he
directly, for the 1916-17 harvest, it will give us
£200,000. Out of that sum at least £25,000 or
£30.000 will go to storekcepers. The Giovernment
in making these advances secured themselves to be
paid first. As to the machinery merchant, he is
on & different plane from that of the storekeeper.
It is so provided in the Act. In the original third
schedulo, while the storekeeper came last in order
of the payments, the machinery merchant came
first, The reason is not far to seck. Whilst the
storekeeper once ministered to the wants of the
farmer, todsy the farmer is paid for his storgs
and 5o ean pay cash for them. Bui the machinery
merchant supplies to the farmer his machinery
under & hiro agreement, and the machinery is still
the property of the merchant until it is paid for,
Clearly that was a very good deal for the Board
to make, My object is to arrange that the far-
mer shall get as much benefit as possible,

Mr. Harrison: Jt is an important matter to
the farmer.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I would point
out, however, that the farmer cannot have ail the
profits, and put all the losses upon the shoulders
of the Government. It is also a fact that large
amounts which have been given to the farmer have
been altogether written off from their indebted-
ness. He cannot have things both ways. He
cannot have all the profits and not share in some
of the losses. 1t is this aspect of the matter that
T desire to thrash out with the Treasurer. Tt will
then be discussed by Cabinct and T expect that,
subsequently, hon, members will also be given
an opportunity of discussing it. The farmers of
the State can rest assured that we arc rcasonable
men and will endeavour to do a fair thing by them,

[ASSEMRLY.]

having regard to the interests of the State. The
member for Aibany mentioned something about
certain clients of the Agricultural Bank and Tn-
dustries Assistance Board. T do not think T can
be expected to answer questions of that nature
ofthand, geeing that we have about 9,000 accounts
in the Agricultural Bank and 2,000 odd under tho
Tndustries Assistance Board. Tf the hon. member
will supply me with the names of the individuals
concerned, T shall he glad to fumish him with
sufficient information to cnable him to form a
judgment on the subject. T would point out that
these accounts are always judged in their relation-
ship one to the other. The bank knows well what
the Industrics Assistance Board is advancing, and
the board is closely in touch with the Agricultural
Bank ag far as the advances from that institution
are concerned. No advantage, therefore, can be
taken by any individual by reason of the accounts
being kept separately. The member for Subiaco,
and I think the member for North-East Fremantle,
object to the rent paid hy the Industries Assistance
Board for their offices. On the very first day that
I went to the Industries Assistance office, T waa
wmet by the officers and told that T had a knotty
problem to decide regarding the rental of the
premises. I replied that it would be decided very
quickly, and that T did not think the Tndustries
office should be located where it was on account
of the expenge. T did my best to have the rent
redvced, but I found that the Minister who had
preceded me had entered into an agrcement to
continue the leaso for two years. I asked the
AM.P. Society to let us off with another six months,.
and then tried for 12 months, but the society would
not agree to this,

Mr. Pickering : When was the agreement entered
into ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Six months
before I assumed office.  We had to respect that
agrcement and, as the result, this increased rental
sppears on my Estimates. T do not agree with the
member for North- East Fremantle that the Indus-
tries Assistance Board and the Agricultura]l Bank
counld he housed in the Supreme Court buildings.
There are nix offices to spare down there which
nged to be occupied by the State Hotsls, but there
are 50 clerks alone in the Industries office.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : T did not say they could
all go there, but that the Minister couid.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is quite
posgible. One or two questions have heen asked
regarding Woods and Forests. The member for
Sussex asks what the policy of the CGovernment
is concerning hewers. The policy of the Con-
servator of Forests is——

Mr. Pickering : To wipe them out.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : That is not his
policy. The policy is to allow the howers togo
upon country from which they can make a good
living. I have made that clear to the hewers,
and when I come into personal contaet with them,
and do not meet them through the representations
of other persons I get along very much better with
them. Tam, of course, not reflecting upon the hon.
member who has asked the question. The member
for Forrest brought a number of hewers to me some
months ago. We had a general discussion about
the hewing business, and they left me perfectly
satisfied to give the new regulations a trial. I have
not heard a word from them since.

Mr. Harrison : Would it not he possible to make
some provision for returned soldiers in this direc-
tion ¥
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, in cases
where they are competent and able to carry out the
work. This, in itself, accounts for some of the
additional expense which has been incurred. In
the ordinary course of events, when a tree is tackled
by say, a sawmiller, under the very best conditions,
he does not get more than 30 per cent. out of it,
and some of the sawmillers do not even get that.
Out of the same tree a hewer will not get more than
25 per cent.

Mr. Pickering: I am nnt surprised at that,
judging from some of the trees.

The ATTORXEY GEXNERAL: If we toke
the biggest tree in the country, we find that the
sawmiller will get his 30 per cent. out of it, but
that the hewer, on account of the sizo of the tree,
will not get more than 235 per cent. Thercfore, if
the hewer was allowed to gn intn the virgin forests,
it woulkl amount to sheer sarcrilege. As & rule,
however, the hewer follows the miller, and the
miller works away at this forest until he has with-
drawn from it everything that, in his opinion,
constitutes milling logs, and when these logs are
cut and realised upon. what iz left—and very often
they are good trees that are left—the hewer can
casily get at. The trees out of which the miller
cannot get verr much, the hewer can make a good
living out of. Tn order to show that the hewer
is nor in anv wav being penalised or hurt, T need
only mention that these arcas are now put up to
public tender, and are tenderred for and thus dis-
posed of.  All the arcas which have heen rendercd
available have heen readily taken by hewers, and
large numbers of hewers are working those arcas
to-day very profitakly to themselves. When an
area has been denuded of mill logs, it is surveyed
and classilied by the forest rangers, and then
submitted to the hewers. Plenty of this country
is available : and if there arc any hewers without
country, they nced onlvy make application, and I
will have areas thrown open to them, The hewers
who came to see me in Septomber Inst—TI think it
was in September—did not want to hew under the
new regulations, T told them that they had not
given the new repulations o fair trial, and that I
felt satisfied they could make at least a living wago
under them. Eventually they promised me that
they would give the altered conditions a trial, and
I have not heard from them since. I can con-
fidently claim that I have taken a firm stand for
the protection of the hewers ; otherwise I would not
have the member for Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlen) work-
ing in harmony with me in regard to forest areas,
as he is doing to-day.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: XNow the Minister is
plimenting the member for Forrest. What does
1t mean ?

The ATTORNEY QENERAL: Only ono
JAuestion now remains to be answered, and that
question was asked by the member for Subiaco
(Mr. Brown) and also by the member for North-
East Premantle (Hon, W. C. Angwin). It relates
to the details which make up the increase of £1,500.
The increased cxpenditure in the item * Main-
taining nursery, and pine, wattle, and sandal-
wood plantations, including reafforestation,” is in
reality not expenditure. Reafforestastion appear-
ed on last year's Estimates for an amount of £158,
whilst on these estimates it appears for £440.
The item ‘‘ Reafforestation drops out, and the
estimate of expenditure for the year is added to
the*deparrment. The excess of £13§ is estimated
as boing needed for additional labour at Ludlow.
Ludlow, a3 hon, members may recollect, is & pina
plantation started six or seven years ago by a
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previous Government.  As the plantation reached
cortain stages of dovelopment, additional labour
wod neetled every now and then. Ludlow has now
arrived at o stage when an additional amount of
£130 is required, and has to be supplied. Then
as tegards the increase of £I,500-——

Mr. Brown : That i8 in the items representing
salaries.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will take the
item of salaries of inspectors, clerks, labourers,
messgngetrs, cte., which shows an increaso of £1,393,
made up of the following :—~Sundry labour nur.
series £373, additional ranger, £182, assistant
nurseryman (new position) £150, apprentices £185,
oxtra assistants for head office staff £497. A
system of apprentices has been brought into
vopue for the purpose of training forestry officers
for the future. As I explained when I was. not
08 tho member for North-East Fremantle declared,
throwing houyucts at the leader of the Opposition,
but merely giving that hon. gentleman his due,
the forestry service was started by him. In order
to carry on the husiness of the department. it has
Leen necesdnfy Lo pub on suine inspuctors, and
we have had to train others fur the position of
rangers. There are four apprentices receiving
12s. 6d. per week with 108, subsistenco, and thoy
rise at & rate which I cannot recall for the moment.
They are articled to Mr. Lane-loole himseli, with
a view of bocoming forest rangers. The item
called * Additional ranger, £182” was cxpended
last year in labour or for extras. It will be ob-
gerved that in these Estimates there are no itoms
for contingencics, no items for extra hands—in
fact, non¢ of those convenient items in which
other departments lock up their incidentals.
TUnder an instruction issued by tho Treasurer to
mo—and, I presume, also to other Ministers—
overy cxpenditure possible has been put into a
precise item. for the infonmation of the Committee.

The Minister for Works: The other Ministers
have done the same thing.

The ATTORNEY CQENERAL : Take the item
“ Additional Ranger”  Last year that appeared
in the item for labour. Take the * Assistant
nurseryman’ ; Inst year that also appeared in
the labour item. Now tho assistant nurseryman
is made responsible, and accordingly appears on
the Fstimates, The principal extra exponse is
for additional staff in the head office £497. The
additionna) staff is nccessitated by the extra work
involved in the classification of forests which has
been undertaken, and by the special labours of
the Conscrvator. Whilst, on the one hand, as 1
have explained, hon. members may contend there
is an increase in the costs of the Woods and Forests
Department, 0, on the other hand, they will see
an increase in the revenue which will much more
than cover the inerease in expenditure.

General debate concluded ; votes and items
discusaed as follow :—

Votes—Agricultural Bank, £15,322 ; Industrial
Assistance Board, £20,092 :

Item, General Manager, £1,000.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : I belicve Mr, Poterson
is manager of the Industries Assistance Buard as
well a8 Managing Trustce of the Agricultural
Bank. We have had a statement on the subject
from the Minister, but I fail to understand what
the position is, The Minister has told us that the
advances made to farmers by the board totalled,
on the 31st March, 1917, £1,257,184, and that
against this proeceds amounting to £737,770 had
begn received.

The Attomey General : Yes,
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We have proceeds
from the sale of wheat £737,710. The amount
recouped was £595,000 and with the £142,000
paid to creditors the total comes to £737,000. 1f
we deduct this amount of £737,000 from tho
£1,257,000 there remains £319,000 instead of
£6861,000 as stated in the return which has been
laid on tho table. If the other fizures are as
accurate I do not know where wo ate.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It looks to me
as if there hacl been & typing error. The hon,
member heard mc¢ say that the amount was in
the vicinity of half-a-million, so that my figures
agrec approximately with his. The hon. member
must know that it i difficult to investigate closely
matters of this deseription at four o'clock in the
morning, but I cannot get awsy from the fact that
before the hon. member spoke I several times
declared that the balance owing, after allowing
for recoups, was in the neighbourhood of half a
million.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Tt is impossiblo for it to
be much more than half a million.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With reference
to the rate of interest, two sets of notices have
been sent out to the customers of the Bank. I
agree that in private life a person cannot be noti-
fiedd that it is intended to charge him a certain
rate of intercst; he can only be charged the in-
crease from the day of notification onward. What.
ever the terms of tho notices which huve been
sent out may be, I can promise that the rates
charged will be charged after notice has been
given.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Will the Attomey General
explain the meaning of the item, *C. C. C. and
Secretary to Board” ? -

The Attorncy General: This item was previously
paid from * Extra clerical assistance.”

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN : Why have the Esti-
mates been prepared as we find them here? Is
it intended that in the future only lump sums are
to be shown ?

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Woods and Forests, £12,432—agreed to.

This completed the Estimates of the Industries
and Woods and Forests Departments.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]
Progress reported.
House adjourned at £-23 a.m. (Friday.)

Legislative  Essembly,
Tuesday, 19th Mareh, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
jrm,, and read uvrayera

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’' gee ‘‘Votes
and Proceedings.’’]

QUESTION—CI.OSE OF SESSION, GOV-
ERNMENT BUSINESS.

ITon. P. COLLIER ({witiicut notice) asked
{he Premier: Will the hon. gentieman make
2 statement to the Fouse with regard to
the disposal of the business set out on the
Notice Paper, in view of the motion of
which he has just given notice, for the sus-
pension of the Standing Orders during the
remainder of the session? This morning’s
newspaper announces that the Government
intend to close the session before Easter,
Having in view the fact that there are on
the Notice Paper 14 or 13 Government Bills
of the utmost importance, and that notice
of angther important Bill has been given
this afterncon, I think it is only fair to the
House, as well as in accordance with prae-
tice, that a statement as to which mecasures
the Government intend to put through, and
whieh, if any, they propose to drop, should
be made for the information of hon. mem-
bers. In my opinion, it will faecilitate
business, as well as assist mombers, if the
Premier makes a statement in that regard,
because it is obviously impossible to close the
session hefore Faster if anything like the
volume of husiness on the Notice Paper is
to be got through,

The PREMIER replied: In addressing my-
self to-morrow to the motion of which 1
gave notice this afternoon, I shall he able
to make clear the matter upon which the
leadar of the Opposition desires information.

Hon, P. Collier: I lhave, of course, to ae-
cept that answer; but T should prefer fo have
a statement thiz afternoon. Such a state-
ment might help the progress of business
to-day.

BILLS (2)—~THIRD READING.

1, General Loan and Inseribed Stock Act
Amendment.

2, Treasury Bonds Deficieney.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Legislative Couneil.

BILL—SPECIAL LEASE (GYPSUM).
Select Committee’s Report,

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.50]: 1In
the ahsence of the chairman of the select
eommittee, the member for Toodyay (Mr.
Piesse), T move—

“That the select committee’s report be
adopted.’’

Hon, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.51]:* I
think the hon., member ought to give the
Fouse some little information. The printed
report of the select committee has been



